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A COINOF KING SATAVAHANA 


By PRIN. V. V. MIRASHI, NAGPUR 


hops 


P d 


- "The coin published here for the first time is from the cabi- 
net of Mr. Hurmuz Kaus of Hyderabad (Deccan), who is keenly 
interested in the collection of ancient coins. Mr. Kaus sent me 
an excellent estampage of it which is reproduced in the accom- 
panying plate, Pl. H. 1, and supplied me information about its 
size and weight. As desired by him, I publish it in this 
Journal. Students of ancient Indian history will be thankful to 
Mr. Kaus for the prompt steps he took for the publication of this 


unique coin. 


It is a copper coin, square in shape, each side measuring 
J|, .80". It weighs 110 grains. It has on the obverse the figure 
| wef, an elephant standing to right, with trunk upraised, having 
| infront a peculiar symbol? consisting of two flattened circles 
on a vertical line. Above the back of the elephant appeats 
what Mr. Allan calls a triangle-headed standard with a cross 
bar?. This symbol occurs on the punch-marked and other 
coins of several north-Indian cities such as Kausambi, Taxila, 
Ayodhya, Almora, Ujjaini,and Eran, but there it invariably 
appears in a vertical position. On some other early Satavahana 
coins? it appears laid horizontally as on the present coin, but 
W occurs there in front of the elephant. Above this symbol is 
placed diagonally thelegend giving the king’s name, commencing 
the lower left corner. On the reverse side of the coin 
there appears the well-known, Ujjain symbol, each orb of 
which contains a pellet within two circles. Outside this symbol, 
este the two upper corners there appears thé same peculiar 
g Symbol which is noticed on the obverse in front of the elephant. 
Whemicce mde is seen a Svastika, but with ends turned 
unusually in the reverse direction. It is noteworthy that the 
x. svastika of the usual type appears on the obverse of some other 
early Satavahana coins. Surmounting the Ujjain symbol in 
the upper left corner there appears a partially cut nandipada: - 
I read the legend as Ramo siri-Sadavaha[nasa*], meaning, - 
(This coin is) ‘of the king the illustrious Satavahana." It 
will be noticed that last two aksharas of the legend have 
———— BÓ See 


1. A somewhat similar symbol occurs on m coin of Vishnudeya of Kanauj, 
Bee Allan, Coins of Ancient India (B. M. O) PIER LI SP T 
* Ibid., pp. xxxiv, eto. Prinsep called it Jayadhvaja. The symbol sometimes 
appears ES mu like an ordinary treo.  lbid., pour ES 
'pson, Ccins of the Andhras, eto. B. M. 0), Pl. 
Ibid., Pl. 1. No. 9. - o AP ae 


1 


I, Nos. 5 and 6,. 


d 
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been lost at the upper right corner. The characters | als some- 
what earlier than those of the Nanaghat inscr*Zuons. “Specially 
noteworthy are the forms of the cursive« with its curve open | 
on the left, v the lower limb of which is not yet flattened and } | 
which has a short vertical. The anusva@ra of ra appears on the | 
right below the ‘top. These forms show that the coin is of 
about the last quarter of the third century B.C. | 


1, 


The legend is in Prakrit as on other Satavahana coins, 
Specially worthy of note is the form razzZo for vanno. This 
form with the anusv@ra on va occurs also on the lead coin of | 
the king Sata!, but it was not noticed by Rapson. On later 
coins the form is raya (for ragmo) or raño (for rañño). The | 
royal name appears here in the form Saduvahana (for Sata- 
vahana) as in the Nasik cave inscription of the reign of Krishna.? 
The inseription of Pulumavi at Nasik as well the Nanaghat 
inscription have the Sanskrit form of the name, Satavahana, 
unchanged. i 


CAPERE aet E MAT ee eT eS 


——— 


The Puranas | 
call this owhere in its 
inscriptions. On the other hand, two inscriptions in the Nasik 


Satavahana-kula or Sada- 


nly.*  Przyluski suppusea that v ; 
form of the Austro-Asiatic name  * 


A pass P1. I, No. 1, 
» Ep. Ind., Vol. VIII, p. 9: 
8. Id, Vol SVT ae P. 93 
. J B. O. R S., Yol. "p. 449, 
m Mis Bite MATER DOSE p. 442, n. 24. But Jayaswal did not notice 
uU. ee 8, (2028), Pp. 274 f; T. H. Q., Vol V. p. 388 
4 dge tstory of India, Vol. I, p. 599, n. 8. : 
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4 A COIN OF KING SATAVAHANA 3 
d that a Wing. named Satavahana flourished in the Deccan in the 
y last quarter of thërthird century B. Cx 

en | t 

Ln The royal name appears in a complete form for the first time 

he | on this coin. The square potin coins, Nos. 5 and 6 of Rapson’s 

of | Catalogue, having the device of the Elephant with upraised 

| trunk? associated with the rather rare triangle-headed standard, 

| were probably struck by this very king; but their legends being 

IS, incomplete, they were ascribed to the king Satakarni®. 

Ns | Similarly, the round lead coin with the elephant device and 

of | the legend rarrño sirt-Satasa (Rapson, 1,1) may also have been 

er | issued by him,* but in the absence of definite knowledge 

he J about a king named Satavahana, it also was supposed to have 

d- | been struck by Satakarni. On the ground of fabric, type and 

E palceography, these coins of king Sata can be shown to be 
at | much earlier than others catalogued by Rapson. They were 

a, 7 probably struck by the founder of the dynasty. 

jo 5 : ; 
| e, The Puranas mention Sisuka as the first Andhra king who 
ly | qverthrew the last ruler of the Kanva dynasty, destroyed the 

s | 

ts | f 4 DRRR pent à 

ik [1. I agree with this view of Prin. Mirashi, In its further support if may 
^ | be pointed ont that among the figure label inscriptions found at Nanaghat, 

a- | mention ié made of Kumara Sátavahana, along with king Simuka, queen 

d. | Nāyanikà, king Satakarni, Mahatathi Tranakayira and Kumaras Hakusiri and 

a Sitavahana (A. S. W. I., Vol. V, p. 64). Although there is no conclusive 

aS | evidence on the point, it seems very probable that Biihler’s conjecture that 

ne | Kumara Sütaváhana was the elder son, or at least one of the sons of king Báta- 
i Lech is most likely to be in conformity with the actual reality. Prince 

d 7^" Sütavahnna th@refore was a junior contemporary of king Satakarnl, the seoond 

a- ruler of the house. It may be that in his own time he was better known by 

i d oo his personal name Sàtavühana, which he used on his coins; posterity perhaps 

x Z knew him by the title Sātakarņi, whioh has been preserved in the Purāņas. 
ae j TE we accept this conjecture, the preseut coin will have to be attributed to king 

d | Sātavāhana, who figures as a prince in tbe Nànüghat inscription. It is well 

To pown how in the royal families, the same names reour very frequently. We 

“| © oan therefore suggest alternatively that king Satakarni named his son Sata- 

iS | eas ~vahana beoausoZ^»was the name of one of his recent and famous ancestors, as 

ut He suggésteu Dy Prin, Mirashi later on in this paper. ln that oase, the coin 
ee will have to be attributed to him. I regard the last alternativa as less 

.. probable; for it is very doubtful whether in the last quarter of the 8rd 

IC century B. C., the Satavahanas had started issuing insoribed ourrenoy. 

n Ohief Editor.) 

st. E) 

2 3-7 2. See Rapson's Coins of the Andhras, oto. (B. M. 0), Pl.I. These coins 

A contain some symbols which went out of use in later times. 

8. The legends on these coins have been almost completely lost. The 
two letters nasa whioh can be seen on coin 5 show that the Jegend must have 
| been Satavahanasa rather than Satakantsa. 

26, 4. The characters of this coin are very old. Notice also the form raiño 
to which attention has been drawn above. The name Satavahana may have 
been shortened into Sata for want of space as the letters on this coin are 
very bold, 

4 ps SR 

v f "S 
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ini r of the Sungas and attained imperial. position. 
This eis Sonera identified with Sirka, whose relievo 
figure still exists in a cave at Nanaguat. He is named 
there as Simuka Satavahana, but he cannot be identical with 
the king who issued the present coin, for his brother Krishna is 
described in a Nasik cave inscription as belonging to the 
Satavahana family.? Both Simuka and Krishna were pro- 
bably descended from a king named Satavahana who preceded 


5 | sey 
them by some generations*. The Puranas do not name him, | 
probably because he was a local ruler and had not yet attained | 
imperial status. That he had declared his independence is | 
however clear from the present coin. 3 

Where was this Satavahana ruling ? For answering this | TN 
question we must have accurate information about the find-spot th 
of these coins. Mr. Kaus informs me that he obtained the po 

hc 


obtained it is not known. Three months ago, I saw the plaster 
cast of a similar coin, though smaller in size, which Dr. M. G. | 
Dikshit had obtained from Mr. S. A. Joglekar of Poona" ] om 
The latter had purchased it from a dealer of Aurangabed, | 
Unfortunately, the provenance of both these coins has not been | 
definitely recorded, but we’ may suppose that they were found | 
somewhere in the central parts of the Hyderabad State. Their E 
type ‘Elephant with upraised trunk’ was current in the central | 


present coin from a dealer of Warangal. Where the latter had ) 


w. 
parts of the Deccan, between the Narmada and the Krishna; 1 m 
for potin and lead coins of this type have been found at | a 


Tarhalà in the Akola district of Berar,? Chanda in the | 
Central Provinces? and Kondapur, 43 miles west-north-west or 
Hyderabad in the Medak District of the Hyderabad State.9 | 
This type seems to have been first introduced by the king Sāte= | s- 
vahana, the founder of the dynasty, and kept up by his 
Successors in their home province. When the empire of the 
Satavahanas extended to other provinces, they introduced otber | 
types such as the horse, the lion and the Chaitya, but the ! 
Elephant type seems to have been generally confned io tne 
central Deccan, which may have been the home province of 
the Satavahanas. 


Geen cen inaelea of i Kali Age, p. 38. That this chronology of the 
e Orreob has been shown by Rapson., C b. Hist, Vol. I, p. 318. 

2. 4. S. W. I., Vol. V, p. 64, du au Y Lp 
8, Ep Ind., Vol. VIII, P, 93. That Simuka had a brother 

is known from the Puranas. See Pargiter, Dynasties, p. 89. 

TE ae UE Pis: of Krishna, the latter would have been 

asik cave ipti di 7] - 

D E ve inscription as Sadavahana-pute, rather than as 
5. I understand that Dr. Dikshi& is going to publish this coin in the 

Bulletin of the Deccan College Research NUS AY P 
6. J. N.S. I. Vol. II, pp. 88 fi. 
T. J. 4. 8. B. (1893), pp. 116 ft. 


8. 4. B. O. R. I, Vol. XXII, pp. 171 f., Pl, XIV and Xv. 


named Krishna : 
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Eig \ k 
vo | a 
a | A UNIQUE SATAVAHANA LEAD COIN 
i | By Capt. P. S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD (DN.) 
he | 
a | I publish here a new /Satavahana coin which is unique in 
i: | several respects. 
3 

ed | Metal, lead; wt. 160. 1 grs.; size 1.5" 
1s 1 

| Obverse Reverse 
| Two horses to right, with Traces of tree but 
E | three discs i» front and a three- much defaced. 
A i pointed symbol above each 
: ? horse. No trace of legend. 
C PI. HI, 3, (original size) 
e [t PI. II. 4. (enlarged size) 

PEE 
d. | * There are several Satavahana lead coins, some with horse 
| standing to right and others to left with different symbols above 
Id | the horse; their reverse shows Chaitya, tree, the wavy 
ir |  ]ines with intervening dots, etc. But no Satavahana lead coin 
al | with two horses has, so far as I know, yet been brought to light, 
!; | nor is it mentioned in any Museum Catalogues. It is therefore 
at |  & unique coin. 
le | 


On get a [Though «ninscribed, the attribution of this coin either to 
| the Satavahanas or to one of their feudatories may be regarded 
= {eas fairly certain. The present coin can be compared with the 
| coin of Gautamipütra Sri-Yajiasatakarni from Andhrde$a illus- 
lé | „trated in Rapson’s Catalogue, Pl. VI, 148. Both have the same 
errand metal; in both, the-horse is facing tight. But Yajiüa's 
feasem has no Het before the horse and has a crescent above 
E V it, which is absent on the present coin. The present coin bears 
.. greater resemblance to the Anantpur and Cuddappah districts 
r type, illustrated in Rapson's Catalogue at Pl. V, 105 and 106. 
| Both have horse to the right with a pellet in front; the symbol 
| P the back of the horse is also similar in both; the weight of 
o both is almost the same; in one case it is 161:8 grains and in 
, the other 160-1 grains. We may therefore assign the present 
n | coin to the Anantpur and Cudappah districts type of Rapson’s 

] 

1] 

| 


Catalogue. As it bears no inscription, it is difficult to state 
whether it can be conjecturally attributed, like the above coin 
m the British Museum, to Haritiputra-Chatu-Satakarni. Prima 
facie, the coin seems to be double struck, but that cannot explain 
the presence of three pellets.  Ohies’ Editor] 


M CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGango ca 


ee an 

rad K } su 

THE CHAKERBEDHA FIND OF TWO AUREI l ti 
| Oo 

By T. G. ARAVAMUTHAN, MADRAS | ch 

ea 


In the last quarter of 1942 two Roman coins of gold, be 
&urei in denomination,—were discovered in a field at Village m 
Chakerbedha, tahsil and district Bilaspur, Central Provinces, tr 
India, while preparing the land for chilli sowing. Along with. 
these was found one gold ear-ring of the modern type, but no, Of 
vessel or pot was discovered along with the coins. It appears) th 
that there are no traces of any historical remains at the place| 
where the coins were found. One of the coins bears a cut while | 
the other does not. The weights and the sizes of the coins are: 1 
Coin with the cut-mark, weight 112 grains, size -8”: other), 
coin, weight 107 grains, size -75”. Each of the coins bears two: 
holes, near the periphery and fairly close to each other, punched, 


evidently, to permit of their being strung together as cor;po-| “= 
nents of a necklace. 1 ae | 
The coin that has escaped the chisel may be described thus: | 
Obv. Commodus, bust, laureate, draped, cuirassed, right ; | 
M COMM ANT [P F]?EL AVG BRIT PP E 
Rev. Winged Caduceus, upright, between two crossed. B 
cornucopiae ; | t 
» .  [T]*EMP FELIC PM T[RP]? X[V IM]?P VIIICOS | ™ 
VI. PI. Il, 2 Um 


5. 0 f i I 
This issue belongs to the year 190 A.D. and to the mint ofl a 


Rome.5 The condition of the coin is intermediate betweczloe 
somewhat worn and very worn. eu 


The other coin is so Roman in essentials,—in general | | 
appearance, in weight and in size, and especially in the tye 
ON 


uy 


^ 


U 
» had th 1 i i EE 
amon oaa naa ea kindness to draw my attention to this find and \ 


1 Museum Nagpur, Central Provinces, where the coins & 
are preserved, hag been good ; z 1 RU. Be 
the find, further ana enough not only to furnish me with particulars of 


1 di 
on kindly supplied to me by Dr. S. 8. Patwardhan: 4 
RE (1940), LAPHPEIs Coins of this Roman Empire in the British — ? 
General of Arch ology in India, E. Mortimer Wheeler, the present Director it 
These characters hay i 
8. The letter is badly n pean sae i 
t Mattingly, op. Ci., iv. 741, 282, pl. 98. 5. N 
e: ERU BS ho Posalble that the dies were produced in Rome an? F 
Some Pda or the minting, stooks of the metals being kept in 55€ 5 


8: Mattingly, op. cit., iv. Intr. 18. 
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| and yet the types are such bad renderings and the legends are 

| such faint echoes teat we have to accept the coin for an imita- 
tion of an original tnut was Roman. It does not show signs 

| of perceptible wear, but the reverse has been cut with a 

| chisel and, as a result, the details of the reverse type are not 

|! easy to make out and much of the head on the obverse has 
d been smashed flat where it rested on the anvil. It is illustrated 


lage| in Plate II, and in Figure 2, the latter of which contains also a 
nen transcription of the legends by themselves. 
with: On a consideration of the probabilities the Roman original 


t no, of this piece may be taken to be an issue from Rome! described 
ears) thus: 


n | Obv. Head of Divus Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, bare, right ; 
arej DIVVS M ANTONINVS PIVS 

other Rev. Funeral pyre in four tiers, crowned by quadriga facing 
two! front in which stands Sol, raising right hand: the 
hed, » lowest tier is garlanded, the second has a door between 
apu SD four statues in niches, two left, two right, the third has 
" A five statues in niches, the fourth is draped and has 
aus: | a torch, left or right ; 


CONSECRATIO.? 


Though this issue was initiated in 180 A.D., it ‘must have lasted 
esed beyond the actual ceremony of inauguration’ of Commodus, 

| ‘but there is no suggestion in the types of a very long conti- 
os  nuance.? 


* Le The legends on this piece are curiosities. Their lengths 
t of differ from those of the legends on the original and the group- 


zuo) .-#2gs of the characters are also different: so, it is not possible 


to deduce these legends from those on the original. While the 
„Characters of the obverse legend retain a resemblance to those 
“ofthe Latin alphabet, those of the reverse legend seem to 
belong to a wholly different graphic system. So, it is only in a 
limited sense that this piece could be treated as an imitation. 


ihan, * 1. Mattingly, op. cit, iv. 698. 25, cf. pl. 91, 14. An earller issue, in 
coins — 89ld and of 161(?) A.D., with which Marous Aurelius commemorated the con- 
rg of | Seoration of Antoninus Pius, Ib. iv. 393. 55, pl. 54. 12, might have served for the 


ne ton original, but the facial lineaments of the emperor are different. Another 
ad] _,SNsecration’ issue, of 169 A.D. and the years immediately following, in silver 
3 E T and in honour of Lucius Verus, Ib. iv. 456.505, pl. 62.20, is, for the same reason, 
Ihan: isqualifed to be the original: perhaps, an additional reason may be 
ritish | Suggested, — that a silver issue is scarcoly likely to have furnished the model 
otor: ita a gold imitation,—all the more so, when the imitation accords perfectly in 
8 weight with the prevailing standard for gold. 

I 2. Mattingly. op: cit., iv. Intr. 143-4. " 

| In all probability this is an overstatement, my only sources of 


information being the notices of the imitations or the ‘barborous’ specimens by 


apd Attingly in his Work cited above and by him and by E. A, Sydenham in their 
the subjeot imperial Coinage. Practically no other literature of value on the 
8 AY : 


ailable to me. 
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Neither of the legends appears to be capable of being &eciphered | 
in terms of any known alphabet or language: 


The imitations of Roman coins that have so far attracted! a 
attention are much nearer the originals than our piece, both in! f 
the types and in the legends, their deviations from the norm, a 
being but slight. Specimens such as this one, testifying to greater) — 
debasement and yet retaining an unimpeachable similarity, do | 5 
not seem to be known in Europe or to have come to light in| J 
those regions of the far flung Roman Empire that lay on the n 
way to India.! A number of pieces which seem to be as bad. 
imitations as our piece have been recovered as treasure trove in | e 
the Madras Province, mainly, and just a few years back, there | Ç 
has been found, in the excavations at Kondapur, in the Nizam’s | 
Dominions, a find of imitations, in clay, of coins which themselves | : 

| [ 


were imitations of Roman coins.? Do 
A review of the available evidence appears to establish that? Y 
imitations, such as ours, arose along the eastern margins of the; » / 
Roman empire to supplement an all too restricted supplr-;;| € * 
currency in gold. They used to be in circulation, along with | 
the true issues, not only in those frontier lands but also in other | 
regions which, lying beyond a frontier that shifted fairly often | 
and fairly violently, came frequently to be subject to powers 
Which, now and again, fell into conflict with Rome. On the| 
outbreak of war the hostile powers plied the chisel at the 
heads of the Roman emperors on those Roman coins that were | 
then caught ambling about within their dominions and branded | 
them as issues of an unfriendly state. But the coins, though thu. le 
mauled, continued moving about in those territories mingling with | 
the fresh arrivals that crept in when friendly relations were n=“ 
establishd. All these series of coins, perhaps, with even fresh? 
imitations, after varying terms of sojourn in such lands, | 
Started on further journeys, in such company as was possible, | 
and in due course reached India. Here, perhaps meeting 
and mingling with similar coins that had arrived earlier or by 


other routes, they circulat ime i 
ne ed for some time in the d 
ultimately, worn out wit E 


the bosom of the earth.? 
confirm these conclusions. 


[2] 


^» == A Ms m rcc 


- m 


2 


j 


1 
4 
j 


Cp ITA ETIAIN ORA Ta 


h their journeys, retired to long rest in | 
Both the coins of this find seem to | 


t 
* 


9 


INS 


1 G. Yazdani in ABORI, XXII, 179, 13b, à | 
» Our piece is exceptional in that the defacement is of the reverse bype, | 


jd D ising the results reached by ma in- ue 
of Roman and Byzantine Coins in the Madras Government Musis co 
ian finds of such coing. : ‘ 
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red | Thè undefaced coin, which is also a genuine piece as 
we have seen above, came out of the mint in 190 A.D., 
and its wear indicates that it kept on the move for about three 


a i fourths of a century and became dormant about 265 A. D.! 
orm, and that in its career it did not get caught in one of the paro- 
ater | xysms of paracharaxis. The defaced coin,—the imitation aureus,- 
do| Shows no signs of a wear which suggests that when it probably 
: Hi | joined its companion about 265 A.D. it had been long 
the — in circulation: so, it might have been fabricated about 240 


bad A.D. But this coin, weighing 112 grains as it does, imitates an 


original of 180 A. D. and the years immediately following, and 


a | conforms to a weight standard which Rome maintained till about 
a | 193 A. D. No Roman mint would have issued a coin at this 
vi | weight some years later, Didius Julianus having effected a 


tentative reduction of the weight to 103 grains? and Diocletian 

\ having in 215 A.D. confirmed the reduction and fixed the 
hat ! weight at 101 grains.) If this piece was fabricated about 240 
| A. D.,—that is, about half a century after its weight standard 


a = Jad ceased to be observed in Rome and a trifle more than half 
ith | a gentury after the issue of its original, —we cannot explain its 
her adherence to a standard and its simulation of an original which 
tend both were half a century ancient, except on the basis that oe 
/ers only coins so old that were then current in the area where this 
the! piece was manufactured and that later issues of the reao a 
fed standards had not then flowed in. The disturbed economic life 
fue | of the empire in the century must account for the spread of the 
Jedi imperial currency of Rome at such sluggish pace. If, YN 
Bu doo *elying on this piece having been manufactured about 240 r . 
vith | and on its being of practically the same weight as that of the t 
ae ee -ceinage introduced in Persia by the Sassanids on their rise to 
esh” Powerin 226 A. D,* we argued that the piece represents an — 
da | adherence to the Sassanian standard and not a harking back to 
ule/| ^ % Standard abandoned by Rome about fifty years back, we 
v g should expect .the piece to have pronounced affinities to the 
by | Sassanian issues, while, in fact, it is all too patent that it is an 
nd | imitation of a Roman issue. Nor would the coin have, then, 
n | suffered the chisel-cut, there being no evidence that parachasaxis 
ton was a practice adopted by the Romans at any time. um 
4 s If the imitation coin was born about 240 A.D. andif it ceased 
—| ^ running in about 265 A. D., it might have received the 
| 
i i i m piece on the basis 
hot of the S HR Em ENEMIES nens that follow, are 
b is based on an examination of the point in my Catalogue. 
nd | 2. Mattingly & Sydenham, Roman Imperial Coinage, iv. i, Intr. 6 
roii Mattingly Roman Coins, 125. 


4. de Morgan, Manuel de wumismatique Crientale, pp. 812-9. 


3 
i ht 
5. Is it likely that the Sassanians themselves fixed thelr welg 
standard of this UR on the model of the Roman standard of 112 grains 1 iE 
is, then, a confirmation of the conjecture above about the tardiness E ie 
tae SEA the flow of Roman coinage to the margins of the Roman empire 
B pe ? 


2 
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apine wound it:bears ina season of paracharaxis that setiin with | 
i ecules between ‘Gordian TII and Shapur Tin 242-4 A, D., | 
wrin the-other:season of bitter antagonism which, starting in 252, i 
‘A. D, ended in 260A. D. with ‘the capture of Valerian by | 
‘Shapur 1. Í 


The other coin, issuing from the mint in 190 A. D., ‘might 
have made its way to India through countries not subject'to | 
‘violent fits-of Roma-phobia. If, however, we have'to assume’that | 
‘its course must have lain through a‘region hostile to Rome, we | 
shall have to take it that it journeyed at the leisurely pace which, | 
‘then, was perhaps normal. It may have reached the extreme | ok 
eastern margins of the Roman empire about ‘the close of one of 4 
‘the periods of hostilities, —those of 237-8 A. D. in which Arda- me 
shir overran Mesopotamia, or of 242-4 or of 252:60 A.D, | I 
already referred to. That it entéred the region of chisel cuts in NES 
‘an intervening period when there was no provocation for)  « 
them and that it departed from that area on further journeys | t 
‘before the next .onset of fierce antagonism may also ‘be > f 
„presumed. cu e: 
£ 


Theidate suggested above for:the cessation of the circula- | 
tion of these two coins.is based on an.assumption that.both of | 
them were-at the same time.converted from current coins into | 
ornamental jpieces. The assumption is grounded, not -on speci- | 
‘fic -data, -but -ón +a feeling that ifttwo-coins were perforated | ] 
for being string as -pendants in two different jewels, | 
at -different -dates -and in different places, ‘they are | 

i scarcely likely to -have had the equal fortune ofirelease from. 
‘the ; jewellery;and:of.a fresh Career as currency. ‘The length of w 
ime which: elapsed between the coins becoming components .of 


a-necklace-and their descent under the sod:is-a point ‘on fence lng 


:we'haye.no!basis.for even a-suggestion. 


Muth‘of:the anibiguity and :the ‘tentativeness of :the «con- ' 
elüsions reached above is due to-our ignorance:of the wicissitudes 
of Romanicoinsiin the: régions now comprised in eastern Purkey, 
Irag and ‘Ttan. Finds in India-such asithe present one:emphasise 
the inesd ‘for a:co-orditiation: of mumismatic! studies in India "with 
similar invéstigütions:in :those countries, 
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a | ANEW VARIETY OF THE LANKEY BULL TYPE OF 
KAUSAMBI. 

s | By S. C. KALA, M. A.,, CURATOR, 

"that | ALLAHABAD MUNICIPAL MUSEUM: 

, we | : ‘ 
hich, The present coin was aquired by the writer at Kausambr 
reme many years ago and it remained with him till 1941 when it 
ne of | was presented by: him to the Garhwal Museum at Pauri. It belongs: 
rda- to the cast coins series of Kausambi, usually known as the 


. |  Lankey-Bull type; but it is remarkable for certain variations 
in the usual type and additional symbols which it shows. It is 
also remarkably heavy and thick. Like- most other coins of 
this type, it is uninscribed. The edges of the coin have been 

^ filed off, but a knob still remains to show the place from where 

| SUR molten metal was poured. Its metal is bronze, weight 470 

grains-and size, 1:25” in diameter. 


\ 
J 
i 
| 


| Obverse: Bull to the right in high relief, running ; above, three- 
arched crescented hill. 


| Reverse: To the left, knob with a semi-circle above and below; 
| to the right a sickle ; above, faint traces of a third 

symbol, which seems to have been a cursive large 
a co svastika. - j 
h of r PI. Il, 5. 2 X 
Sa NEC 


i The type of the present coin is usually known as the 

| Lankey-Bull type, but there can be no doubt that the animal on 
| Our coin is fairly robust and energetic. The crescented three- 

con-'| arched hill, which appears on the obverse, is also not seen 
I 


ides associated with the bull on this type. The three-arched hill 
key, alone (without the crescent) is however to be seen on the reverse 
isise of certain coin types of KauSambi.? It is well known that the 
with three-arched crescented hill occurs on punch-marked coins found 


"t 


one ; so far it is known to be occurrring on some coins found at 
Rajgir only*. 
Smee ERR a SD 
Allan, Catalogue of the Coins of Ancient India, pl. XX. 7; XXI, 12 
Ibd. 


| The symbol of sickle appearing on the reverse is also a rare 
| 


J, 4. S, B., 1984, p. 40 N. 
Ibid, 1986, p. 11 N. 


PORE 
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It is likely that the coin was issued by some authority ruling | 
between the 3rd century B. C. and 1st century B. C. Itis not | 
unlikely that it may have been a commemorative medal. | 
It is worth noting that several of the symbols, which | 
ae appear on the Lankey-Bull type, do not figure on | 
this coin. The v-shaped banner with two prongs to right, | 
which is invariably before the lankey bull, is absent on this | 
coin. The knob, with four semi-circles on four sides, is replaced | 
by the crescented hill. On the reverse we have neither the leafy | 
tree, nor the six-arched hill, nor the wheel surmounted by a 
circle and w-shaped symbol. In stead we have a sickle and | 
a knob with one semi-circle above and one below, and perhaps a | 
wavy svastika. I agree with Mr. Kala in thinking that the | 
coin was issued in early times, when it was not felt necessary to 
crowd both sides with a number of symbols. I do not think 
that it was a commemorative medal; bronze is hardly likely to 
be used for a commemorative piece. Chief Editor | 


piim ee ee pr ea hN ee À 
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| A NEW GOLD COIN OF SKANDAGUPTA FROM 
hich | N. BENGAL 
ihe | By Rasis C. Kam, M.A., B.L., CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 
E | Recently a gold coin of Skandagupta was found by a 


EU Mahommedan cultivator in & field near an ancient site in the 
Mrs | Bogra district of Bengal The coin is of the Archer type. It 


Y a | has on the obverse: King, nimbate, standing in the dvibhanga 
aod | pose to left, with right hand extended in the posture of holding 
psa | an arrow (which is off the flan), and with left hand holding a 

the | bow with string inwards; behind right arm Garudadhvaja ; 
s | below left arm Skanda written vertically; no symbol, and no 


traces of marginal legend. The reverse has Goddess Lakshmi- 


| 

\ 
y to ; Sri nimbate(?), seated cross-legged on lotus to front, holding 
|  püía in her right hand and padma in her left; above right 
_—) 2 arm a group of five dots instead of symbol ; traces of marginal 


| ^ Tegend ‘[K]ra{m]...’ on right. Pl. Hl, 6. 
| * ‘The coin is interesting on account of its definitely known 
| provenance iu N. Bengal. Gold coins of Skandagupta, known 
positively to have come from Bengal, are very few in number. 
One Archer type gold coin of Skandagupta was found near 
Mahanada in the Hooghly district. A second gold coin of 
| this king, of the King-and-Lakshmi type, came from Midna- 
| pore ; while a third one, of unrecorded type, is said to have been 
= feand in the Faridpore district. The present coin would, 
j thus, appear t$ be the fourth specimen of Skandagupta's gold 
| coinage to be recovered from within Bengal. There is another 
~| "point of interest about the present coin. While both the 
|  Mahanada* and the Midnapore® coins of Skandagupte belong 
^ to his lighter standard, the present coin appears to have been 
struck on the heavier Suvarna tandard. It is, therefore, 
unique as a find' from Bengal. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
1 tendent, Archeological Section, Indian Museum, Caloutts, through whose 
| kindness he had an opportunity of inspecting the coin, and of determining ibs 
| weight and size, The coin has since beon acquired by the Asutosh Museum 
^ of Fine Arts, Oaloutta University. See, Press-note on ‘Hind of Old Ooin" in 
| q / Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated 18-6-45. 5 
3. Proc. A. S. B., 1882, p. 91; J. R. A. S., 1889, p. 112; Smith, CCIM, 
I, p. 115, fn. 1. : 
3. Smith, CCIM, I, p. 127, no. Ta. CC CE 

I 4. R.P.Ohanda, Gaudarajamala, p. 5; R. D. Banerjee, Banglar liihasa, 
e P.71. Mr. Ohanda does not mention the metal, but Mr. Banerjee declares it 
O bea gold coin. None of them, however, notices the coin-ty pe. 
coi b. See, J. R. A. S., 1889, p. 112, where Smith inoludes the Mahanada 
oin among Skandagupta's Archer type coins of the normal weight of 129 grs. 

__ 6. Bee, Smith, CCIM, I, p. 127, no. Ta, where the weight of the Midnapore 
Coin ig given as 130 gra, eth 


m 
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The coin is of very base gold, having the appearance | 


almost of silver. The size of the coin is 75", and its present | * 
weight slightly less than 126 grains. A portion of the coin has | 3 
been cut off by some sharp instrument. As a result, nearly the | tl 
whole of the head ofthe king on the obverse and that of the pes 
goddess on the reverse have disappeared. The lossin size | tl 
amounts to :05” or one-fifteenth of the diameter. This would l tl 
mean a loss of about 13:61 grains from the actual weight of the i^ 
coin which, when intact, would, therefore, have been about 139-61 BE 
grains. The coin would, thus, appear to have been struck on | A 
the swvarya standard of 146-4 grains.? The British Museum | 3 
has eight specimens of Skandagupta's Archer type of the suvarna | a 
standard.® Of these the heaviest, barring no. 425 (with ring), 
weighs 142°8 grains, and the lightest, excepting no. 424 (worn), a 


138-7 grains. The average weight of six of the specimens, with | 
the exception of nos. 424-25, is 141-5 grains. In size these coins » — y 
vary from :8" (three specimens) to 9” (one specimen). Besides 9 3 
the above, Mr. Allan also describes two coins of Skandagupta’s | n 
heavy Archer type, one “from a plaster cast in the B. M." ofa L2 
unknown weight but in size measuring *8", and the other “in the 


| fa 
Hon. Mr. Burn’s collection”, weighing 141-5 grains and méa- | I 
suring *75”.* The Indian Museum has six specimens of the | t 
heavy Archer type of Skandagupta.® Of these the heaviest | t 
weighs 141-5 grains and the lightest 135-5 grains. In size five p 
of the coins measure between -8” and :95", and only one | t 
measures :77”. It will be seen from the above that though itis | — t 
usual with Skandagupta’s gold coins, struck on the suvara | — 
standard, to measure -8” or more, coins measuring :75" amd 
77" are not wholly unknown. The small sige (75") of the | 
present coin, therefore, does not stand in the way of its being | a 
regarded as a heavy-weight coin of Skandagupta.9 ^j h: 
It may not be out of place to consider here the question | in 
of the use of the suvarza standard by Skandagupta. According | 
to Mr. Allan, “Skandagupta’s coins are struck on two standards | p 
- both independent of the traditional Kushan standard, which can | fo 
= still be traced in the preceding reigns; of these one is previously | 2 
found only on certain Archer F 


coins of Chandragupta II ; eight 


: | 
specimens of Skandagupta's lighter Archer type and of his King’ : VJ 
d 
| 


l. The'author is indebted for the mathemati i ` a 
Kar of the Calcutta University. AES GA oa D C E 7 
2.. The baseness of the metal and the traces of the marginal legend '[K] 
ra [m]..’ on the reverse are additional factors supporting ds XI died 
me son belongs to Skandagupta’s heavy Archer type, See, Allan, CIOGDBM, 


8. Allan, QIOGDDM, PP. 117-19, nos. 424-81. 
» an, ibid., p. : 5. Smith, C H . 117, -6. -. 
6 Tt should be noted here that the eee ICE 


2 
01 
8: 


Bier A ` h 
majority of Skandagupta’s light-weight 

coins of the Aroher and the King-and-Lakshmi types ed “75H, Su n ] H 

measuring as much as *68", See, Allan, CICGDBM, pp. 114-17; Smith, CCIM, 1. - ! 


p. 117, no. 7, and p. 127, no. 7a, 
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nee | and Lakshmi type average 131 grains, which recalls the 130:2 
ent yielded by the four specimens of Chandragupta II's.coius of 
has ‘this standard."! According to him, Chandragupta II employed 
the three standards of which “the first is that of 12I grains in use 
the in the preceding reign ; the second of 125 or 126 grains ;;and the 
size third of 132 grains."? Evidently, in the view of Mr. Allan, 
uld | the suvarga standard was not known in the reign of iChadra- 
the | gupta II. But, as Dr. J. N. Banerjea pointed out to the:author, 
"61 the Indian Museum has a few specimens of Chandragupta II's 
on | Archer type, which Smith considers to be struck on the suvarga 
Um | standard. The coins are grouped into two, sub-varieties 
"!"A | according as the name of the king, written vertically, is present 
38) | in the field or not. Sub-variety 1, with ‘Chandra’ under left 
rn), arm, includes three coins (nos. 30-32) of which ithe heaviest 
ith | weighs 145:8 grains and the lightest, 141:8 grains.* ‘Sub- 
IDE variety 2, without king's name, includes two specimens (nos. 33- 
des » 34) of which the heaviest weighs 146:2 grains and the lightest, 
aS | 142-1 grains. Smith's attribution of the two coins of sub-variety. 
"ME c—2.to:Chandragupta II is not accepted by Mr. Allan who would 
tne | ascribe them to Puragupta or more correctly Purugupta.* 
ea- | It may be pointed out in favour of this attribution of Mr. Allan 
the | that the coins in question bear a closer affinity in size and style 
est | to the.coins of Purugupta than to those of Chandragupta Is 
ive | heavy Archer type, sub-variety I.e His own attribution of 
me | the coins of sub-variety 2 to Purugupta, and Smith's remark 
tis | thatithe:coins of sub-variety 1 “may be posthumous"" probably 
rna | 
md. | x l. Allan, GICGD DM, p. oxxxiii. 9. Allan, ibid., p. xxxii. 
the ^ 8. Smith, CCIM, I, pp. 106-7, nos. 30-4. j 
: | 4. Two of these ovins are in very base gold. See, Smitb, CCIM,1,.p 107, 
Ing | nos, 91:2, No. 80, however, seems to be of purer metal. Dr. J.N. Banerjea who 
| had an opportunity of inspecting the coin at first hand, is positive that itis of 
" | good ;gold .like the lighter Archer coins of Chandragupta II to whioh it .closely 
Oon | „resembles in style and execution. wee. 
ing | '5 Allan, CICGDBM, p. cii, fo.1. Mr. S.K. Saraswati atoributes to 
"Gs 1 Budhagupta the coins which Mr. Allan in shis Catalogue ascribes'to/Puragupta. 
ig See, Indian Culture, Y? p. 692. Mr. Krishna Deva has shown that the correct 
an | form.of the name of this king is Purugupta and not‘Puragupta. See, Ep. Ind. 
sly |  XXvi'p 286. “Prior to Mr. Krishna Deva, Mr. Jagan Nath had read the name 


ht | Pura on:tho Nâlandâ seal of Kumâragupta II. (Prac. Ind. Hist. Congress, 11940, 
j | pp. 60-1). Cunningham-nlso appears to have read the name as Puru.on one (oin. 
| — QASDB,'1894. p. 219). i s 
3 ^ '6. ‘The two coins of Smith's sub-variety 2 measure '88" and '88 ,'and 
j. Os | the three- coins of his .sub-variety 1 all measure '8"; the three coins of; Raru- 

| Eupla's var. b, without «Puru', measure :9", :95" and 8”. The coins of sub-varioty 

| 2 are'inferlor in style and execution to those of sub-varieby 1, and resemble those 
that ofiPuruguptia, m > 

..-.. Smith, CCIM, I, p.1106, fn. 1. While admitting that no. 81 ot 

Smith's sub-variéty I mentioned above “is probably one of Ohandragupta Ies 

| coins,” Mr, Allan is inclined to attribute nos. 80 and 82, also of this sub-varieby, 

-6. 7 Ke Ohandragupta TII Dvódasaditya (Allan CICGDBM, p. liii &ín.1). But,it 

i j has since been shown that the name of the.king on tho obvorse of the coins with 

6 reverse legend Sri-D'adafaditya is nor Chandra bat Vainya, and that the 

ing -is to bo identified with Vainyagupta mentioned in the Gunaighar copper. 

plate inscription of the year 188 (=507 A.D.) and in a Nalanda seal. j 
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led Mr. Allan to the conclusion that the suvarza standard was 


unknown in the reign of Chandragupta II. There seems to be | tc 
little justification, however, for Smith's suggestion that the ^ su 
heavy-weight coins of Chandragupta IPs Archer type with the as 


name ‘Chandra’ in field (I. M. C. Nos. 30-32) might have been, st 
issued after his death. They are almost certainly the contem. | | 
porary issues of that monarch. Mr. Allan’s attribution of these | C 
coins to Chandragupta II Dvadaiaditya (CICGDBM, p.lü, gi 
fn. 1) is no longer tenable, as the Dvada$aditya coins really 
belong to Vainyagupta. As pointed out by Dr. J. N. Banerjea, | hi 
the three Indian Museum coins, Nos. 30-32, should be attributed tk 


to Chandragupta I1; otherwise we shall have to postulate the i sh 

existence of a hitherto-unknown Chandragupta III, also having! lc 

the epithet of $77-Vikrama like his famous homonymous €t 

predecessor, for all the three Indian Museum coins have Sri n 

Vikrama on the reverse. This is extremely unlikely. i s 
D 


In this connection one would like to point cet that the] | n 
Bodleian collection has a unique gold coin of the Horseme»- ert 
type, 140:5 grains in weight and with the reverse legend | 
Kramajita.. Both Smith (JRAS, 1889, p. 86) and Rapson 
(Num. Chron. 1891, p. 62) are inclined to attribute it to 
Chandragupta II Mr. Allan would, however, ascribe it to | U 
Skendagupta (CICG-DB M, p, c) His reasons for this attribution 
are the heavy weight of the coin whlch appears to be struck | 
on the suvarga standard and the reverse legend Kramajita, | 
which Mr. Allan considers to be similar to Skandagupta's | 
epithet .Kramaditya. Mr. Allan's arguments are hardly con-,. 
vincing. The heavy weight of the coin does not'of itself render | b 
its attribution to Chandragupta II impossible. The epithet | 
Kramajita may be similar to Kramaditya of Skandagupta, but | 
it is also synonymous with -the epithet Ajitavikramah of 
Chandragupta II, occurring on his lighter Horseman type coins. 
One is therefore inclined to accept Smith’s attribution of this 
coin to Chandragupta II, which is accepted by Rapson. To 
Chandragupta II may, therefore, be attributed not only the three 
heavy weight coins of the Archer type in the Indian Musuem, but 


also the heavy Horseman coin i : à 
oin in the B e 
struck them on the sy odleian Collection. H 


meant for circulation 
was unknown and unacceptable.! 
weight coins further su 
reign of Chandragup 


P 
a 


O 


cet 


l. The  looality where these 


o] 


(4 


fina pale. In this connexion, one sho 
ES TS asd tnat the heavy-weight coins in base gold of Skanda- 
Bee, CICGDBA, p. xovit eigna ''belong to the most eastern Gupta dominions! 
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emperors to use the 


suvarga standard. His son and successor Kumaragupta lis 
asual regarded not to have struck @oins on this heavy 
standard. ‘The majority of his gold coins, according to Mr. 
Allan, follow the standard of 126 grains, introduced by 
Chandragupta II, though traces of the earlier standard of 121 
grains may be found in his coins of the Archer type.? It 
may be argued that if, as suggested here, the suvarzga standard 
had made its apperance in the Supta gold currency as early as 
the reign of Chandragupta II, then there is no reason why it 
should not have been followed by Kumaragupta I during his 
long reign. Even assuming that Kumaragupta I did not issue 


coins of the suvarza standard, one may po 
notalso appear to have followed the 


int out that he does 
132 grains standard 


introduced by Chandragupta II and continued by Skandagupta. 


The absence of coins of the 132 grains 


standard among the 


numerous issues of KumaraguptaI does not, however, vitiate the 


_-attribution of the Archer coins of the 132 grains standard with 
Chandra in the field to Chandragupta II (Allan, CICGDBM, 


p. exxxii). The majority of Skandagupta’s Archer type coins 
are struck on the swvarga standard which comes into general 


use in the succeeding reigns.? 


[ Mr. Kar has done well in drawing 


attention to the heavy 


weight coins of Chandragupta in the Indian Museum. There 


can be no doubt that we have sufficient r 


easons to suggest that 


they were issued by Chandragupta II, which would show that 
the suvarga standard was first started not by Skandagupta but 


by his grandfather Chandragupta II. 


It would however be 


desirable to state the reasons, which appear to militate agianst 


this view. 


^ 


(1) Supposing Chandragupta II had started the suvarza 
standard, it is rather difficult to understand why it should not 
have been followed by his son Kumaragupta I, at least for some 
of his issues during his long reign of more than forty years. 
Unlike the rather unusual standard of 132 grains, for some time 
tried by Chandragupta II, the suvarya standard of 144 grains 


Was a national one, and when once introduced in Skandagupta’s 
reign, persisted till the end of the Gupta dynasty. 


(2) Most of the coins in the Indian Museum of the heavy 
suvarna standard, which bear the name of Chandra(gupta) are 


heavily adulterated, as noted by Smith in note 1 on p. 106. 
eam, BE 


ola l. One has a suspicion that the two heavy-weight coins of Aroher type 
88 I, attributed to Kumaragupta 1I, may perhaps belong to Kumiragupta I. 


lan, OIOGDBM. p. 140, nos. 670-71). 
2. Allan, CICGDBM, p. oxxxiii. 
3. Allan, ibid., p. oxxxiv. 
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No. 31. looks almost as a copper piece. Mr. Kar admits that the | 
coins of sub-variety b of.this class, which are in pure gold, donot | 
bear the nàme of any king, and are probably to be attributed to | 
Purugupta. | So almost all suvarga type coins of Chandragupta 
so far-known, are in very base metal. The Gupta empire was, at 
the height ofits glory and prestige during the reign | of this | 
monarch, and it seems extremely unlikely that he would have 
tolerated the, circulation of such base pieces. 


m. 


; Recent, epigraphica] discoveries show that there were | 
several claimants to the imperial throne during the latter half | 


m 


of the Sth: century A. D. Itis not unlikely that a hither-to | F 
unknown Chandragupta may have been one of them, and that | ra 
he may have tried to support his imperial status by the issue of | C 
the gold coins like those under discussion here. His limited | d 
resources, however, may have permitted only coins in base gold. | p 
He could have felt no awkwardness in doing so, as most of ^ t 
the later Gupta kings had issued gold currency in base metal. | » c 
Like his famous homonymous predecessor, he also may have ^ 6G 
taken the biruda of Vikrama. It may be pointed out that all | n 
the kings of the Rashtraküta dynasty named Krishna had the | 
biruda of Akalavarsha and all those whose names were Govinda Hase: 
had the biruda of Prabhatavarsha. F urther discoveries alone can | lr 
settle the question of the identity of Chandragupta of the fesse 
suvara standard coms. Chief editor. | E | : 
: 
| m 
1 | 
í | f 
| d 
| 9 
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not URULI (POONA DISTRICT) HOARD OF 
d to INDO-SASANIAN COINS. ` 
upta j 
Ad By P. J. CHINMULGUND, I.C.S., Poona 
lave 
| This hoard was discovered in September 1944 by a sergeant 
_., in the British Army, at an army camp at the village "of Utili 
vere in Poona district about twenty miles from Poona, close to the 
half | Poona-Sholapur road.’ The incident leading to the discovery 
T-to is rather interesting. It appears that the sergeant, with a few 
that of his friends, while having a walk near the camp, Saw a snake. 
e of One of the party took a shot at it, but the snake escaped ‘and 
ited | disappeared down a hole in an old ruined building.” Asthe 
old. ^ party wanted to make sure that the snake was hit, they began 
. of ' to dig down ‘the hole with their bayonets, when they’struck à 
tal. | > copper pot. On opening it they saw that it was full of silver 
ave “Goins. With this discovery, the pursuit of the snake was 
all | — naturally abandoned. 
the 
nda The sergeant knew me and brought the hoard for my 
can | inspection. I was able to make a fair inspection of the coins, 
the ashe left them with me for a couple of days. When I Saw him 
.- again, I gave him the coins and advised him to inform the 
| District Magistrate under the Treasure Troves Act. Unfortü- 
l nately, however, he was transferred before he could do so;-and 
| I do not knowawhat happened to the coins, as I have not heard 
| from him since. As I thought it desirable not to let the 
| discovery pass unnoticed, I am writing this paper. It is based 
| on the notes I made during my inspection of the hoard. 
ra When discoyered, the hoard contained 460 coins, but when 
| they were brought to me, there were only 421. T hey were all 
| of silver and of the Indo-Sasanian type—popularly known as 
| ‘Gadhia Coins” They were mostly very well preserved. As is 
| ubually the case with the coins of this type, they bore no inscrip- 
| tion or legend whatsoever. 
a Lay ^ 
4 _ The pot in which they were found was of copper. It shed 
| .* lid which was attached by a hinge made by rolling pieces of 


Copper through which a copper pin was inserted. ' The hingr 
WAS affixed to the pot and the lid by copper rivets. ‘A similae 


Arrangement on the other side, with a detachable copper pin, 


Served to fasten the lid down. A sketch of the pot is Shown'in 
Pl. Ill, Fig. IIL; its approximate scale is 1:.2:5. .The pot was 
carefully examined, but it did not show any inscription. 
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"The coins could be divided into different groups as 
follows :— 

Design: . On the obverse was the helmeted head, and ont 
the reverse the corrupt representation of Fire Altar, with the 
sun and the crescent moon at the top. As regards the latter, 
all the coins were identical in design, save for the number 
and size of dots. No one single coin bore the éomplete design, 
The complete design as revealed by a study of all the coins) 
is shown in Pl. III, Fig. I, the scale being approximately 2:508 
The number and thickness of dots vary on different coins. 


The helmeted head! on the obverse enabled me to divide) 
the coins into three clear groups: (a), (b) and (c). The three | 
types of head are shown in PI. HI, Fig. I. The chief 
distinguishing characteristics of each group were as follows:— 
Type (8)—Profile clear. Square jaw. Nostril, chin and lips 

clearly visible. : E 
Type (b)—Profile rough. Nostril, chin and mandible represented : 


only by dots. Mouth represented only by a dotg.-. 


and joined to the cheek by a line. ii 

Type (c)—Similar to (b), but further degenerated. Line joining 
mouth to cheek absent, or very weak. Eyebrow 
very weak or absent. 


The groups (b) and (c) show a progressive degeneration 
of the head as represented in type (a); (a), therefore, is the, 
earlier, (b) the middle and (c) the later type. Of the total 
‘number of 421 coins, 261 were of type (a), 84 of type (b) andi 
143 of type (c). 33 coins were either too wern or corroded, 
or had only a fraction of the design on them, and could not} 
be classified. : i 


Diameter: Vincent Smith? has already noted that Gadhia 
coins can be divided into three sizes—(1) Flat coins, diameter, 
0.65-0.68 inches. (2) Transitional pieces, diameter 0.54-0.64 
inches and (3) Thick dumpy pieces, diameter 0.47-0.57 inches. 
The present hoard was also found to fall into three’ groups 
by diameter :—Large diameter 0.65-0.69 inches ; intermediate 
diameter 0.60-0.62 inches and small diameter 0.56-0.59 inches. 

PEN 


; Thickness: It was found that the larger the coin, the 
smaller was its thickness. Actual measurements showed tha 


; 1. The helmeted head on the Gadhia coins is certainly unusual, bubs! 
careful examination convinced me that the holmet was ERES on all thel 
_ coins; in some oases its part guarding the nose could also be seen, Whethe! 
the helmet is a degenerate Tepresentation of the original crown, it is diffi" 
to say, unless we have a series of coins showing the gradual changes taking) 

_ place in the original type. Alternatively we shall have to” Suppose that’ wha 

“books like a helmet now is meant to represent a orown. E reina x4 

2. V.Bmith, Catig, of Coina in Ind, Mus., p. 240. iy 
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URULI HOARD OF INDO-SASSANIAN COINS 


A specimen coin (enlarged), some typical busts, and the pot of 
the hoard. 
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thickness to be as follows ;—large diameter coins, thickness 0:08 
inch; intermediate coins, thickness 0:102 inch and small 
diameter coins, thickness 0-11 inch. 


The last point worth mentioning is that as regards the 
designs on the obverse and the reverse, there was no relation in 
orientation, ie., if the helmeted head was considered to be 
vertically stamped, the fire altar on the reverse lay in all 
possible directions with respect to it. 


The above classification can be conveniently tabulated 


as below :— 

(| Total number of coins 421 

gj Unclassified (Too worn etc.) 33 

j| Design type (a) Small size 122 

| e »  » Intermediate size 123 

i D. »  » Large size 16 

! 35 » (b) Small size 28 

a. ; A »  , intermediate size 39 
aa ial ” D ” Large size 17 
^ . 2. » (c) Small size 7 
E »  , Intermediate size o 

3 »  » Large size : 16 

Total number ` 421 


It will be seen from the above table that the vast majority 
of coins were of small and intermediate sizes; also that 
261 coins opt of 421 were of type (a) design. This is note- 
worthy, since Gadhia coins showing a well stamped and clearly 
recognizable head are by no means very common. 


This. hoard is interesting from several points of view. 
- Gadhia coins have been found in large numbers in Malwa, 
Gujarat, Bihar, Oudh and Eastern United Provinces.’ Apart | 
from the coing of Chhittaraja Silahara of Thana (c. 1025-1040 
A.D), which are of similar type and are inscribed with his 
name and which have been found in Northern Konkan, Gadhia 
coins are certainly not common in the Deccan, especially in 
Jarge hoards. The present hoard suggests that they were current 
in the Deccan almost contemporaneously with the north and over 
a long period, since itcontains coins of bothearly and late types. 
Vincent Smith? gives the period of their currency in Gujarat 
and Rajputana as from c. 750-1100 A.D. Coins of type 
(a) showing a very clear head quite unlike the button shaped 
1, Ibid, p.940. Gunni , Arch. ^ «1x. p. 116. 
^ V: Biail.. ia ees Arch Suren i EU m ds 
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head of later coins, may be dated c. end of the eighth or. 
beginning of nineth century A.D. It, therefore, appeats per- 
missible to suggest that Gadhia coins were current in ‘the 
Deccan proper probably during the rule of Rashtrakitas from 
the time of Dhruva or Govinda III, who expanded their 
dominions in the direction of Mālwā and Gujarat; and certain}: 
under the Yadavas. It is probable that silver coins of the 
Krishnaraja type were current in the early Rashtraküta period 
in the Deccan!; itis also certain that the Yadavas had their own 
gold currency known to us as Padmafazkas. But these facts do. 
not preclude the possibility of the Gadhia type also being current 
along with these indigenous types, especially when we remember 
how a hoard of them was found in the capital of the Northern 
Silaharas who were the feudatories of the Yadavas. This 
theory is, of course, a tentative Suggestion, and may require 
confirmation by further discoveries of such coins in the Deccan,? 


Again, the coins appear to have been minted in different 
mints at differcnt places. This is proved by the fact that, the 
three groups (a), (b) and (c) each show innumerable varieties as 
regards the size and orientation of the head ; e.g., some coins of E 
type (a) show the helmet with a decided backward 


p s UTUS EOUM 


i t slope, while bi 
others show it vertical ; some small coins had large heads, while S 
some large coins hád small heads and so on. : ai 

5 ; s z h 

. In conclusion a small point may be noted. The "star" in the n 
middle of the design on the reverse was six-rayed in every case... f 
: iem : fr 
S 

e ‘o 

si 

= ci 
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tl 
d ate III, pp. 28-4, Pee 1E 

, more hoards of this t Are di : ; E be 
pase iab a rampa reforred io the Par n oai d emn Y ate sA a 
Ganias. But a solit, ike the on Ean ey Sones ] 

An brought with him ag n part of booty ae rae prosent one could as well haye 3 ; 
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ainly 

f ae .By Dr: J. N. BANERJI, CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY. 
rio 


own Some silver coins of Greek technique with the legend 
ts do | ZOQPYTOY engraved on the reverse are known, the issuer of which 
rrent 


has. hitherto been unanimously identified with the Sopeithes 
mentioned in the account of Alexander’s invasion as given by 
Arrian and Strabo. According to it Sopeithes was a contem- 
porary of Alexander and was a ruler in the Salt Range region of 
the Punjab: Sylvain Levi, assuming that the drachm of 
Sophytes was an Indian imitation of Greek money, derived a 
word Saubhüti from Sanskrit grammar, which he claimed as 
an equivalent of Sophytes?. 


In a recent paper? Dr. Whitehead has challenged this view, 
maintaining that Saubhüti was a philologist's creation, there 


hile being no evidence that a country called Saubhüta or a king 
hile Saubhüti by name actually existed. The drachms of Sophytes, 
according to him, were original Greek pieces and thus could not 

h have béen struck by a Hindu king in India. He argued on these 
= lines :—Cunningham observed that Sophytes’ coins were found 


in India only because they were brought in India by coin-dealers: 
from outside’. B. Head laid stress on the affinity of the 
Sophytes’ drachmae with certain eastern imitations of Athenian 
‘owls’ and: compared with them some rare: Seleucidan issues, one: 
side of which was similar to the obverse of the latter. He asso- 
ciated! this group with India on account of the weight standard 4 
adopted in: its issue*; but he was. misinformed about the-proven- 
- ance: of this group of coins. Edward Newell has: already 
attributed the Seleucid pieces to Bactra mint.’ Whitehead 
then contended that the position of Sophytes depended on the 
true location. of the-imitations‘of the Athenian ‘owls’, aid like: 
them, -hè must be placed! in the Oxus: region. The literary. 
x T A SIDE n Imam 87. ered t . ‘most: 
be isi fry aie E A EE nadaiaat 
him with the king of æ country named Saubhüta, and called him Saubhivi 


Group 286 of Ganapatha (Panini) contains 41 miscellaneous. worde which by the: 
operation „of a particular rule oan be transformed into place-names ; bhe Lith 


tj f H . 

i ; Word ‘inthis: lst is suDfiz/a ‘which can’ give rise in- this: way to a place-name 

he Saubhüta, tho. King-of which; could be oalléd:Saubhüti'; : 

of = C NUn Chronicle, 1948, pp.. 60-72. à 

il, _ 3: Numismatic Chronicle; 1866. oe Screams i 
id, 4. This was near about:58 grains whioh: was the'approximata walght of: : 
oy foetal type of silver punch-marked. coins of ancient Ludia and which'con~ 

AB ruined to, &hat f  ‘dharana’ or ‘purdna’ (32 ratis) as laid down: in: Manu. and. 


AHiavalkya, Macdonald would denominate-iho. standard on which: these: 


‘imitations’ and Sophytes: coina ware based aa a lighter Athio standardi: — — 
5. Coinage of the Eastern Soleucid Mints, Now York, 1088, Dp« 989-4... 
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tradition about Sopeithes having been an. Indian contemporary | 
ruler of Alexander need not be questioned, but any connection | 
between him and Sophytes of the coins should be abandoned, | 
Whitehead further made tbis positive suggestion that Sophytes | 
and his coins were probably earlier than 320 B.C., the date 
given to them by Macdonald, and that Sophytes was a local 
satrap who asserted his independence on the fall of the Persian | 
empire, 


There is much to be said about the negative side of White. | 
head’s views summarised above. He has raised some legitimate | 
doubts about the issuer of the above coins having been an | 
Indian prince striking money of the Greek design at a time | 
when there is no other numismatic evidence about Greek | 
monetary technique having influenced any issues of India. 
Some particular varieties of Audumbara, Kuninda, Taxila and 
other coins, which show unmistakable traces of Greek influence, | 


are without doubt to be placed much later in point of date. This Bi 
very fact led Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar to question the nationality | 


of Sophytes about two decades ago. Bhandarkar, following | 
an interesting line of argument of his own, suggested that he was | 
a Hinduised Greek ruler of north-western India, who issued | 
these coins sometime before Alexander’s invasion.| We | 
expected some reference to Bhandarkar’s views in Whitehead’s | 
paper; besides, the latter’s positive suggestion is open to criticism. 
Whitehead has not been able to adduce definite proof | 
for his view that the Oxus region was the place 
of origin of Sophytes’ coins and that Sophytes was an eastern | 
satrap ruling in this quarter before 320 B.C. The principal point | 
of argument as regards this part of his contention is that Sophytes | 
coins are similar in style and technique to certain other types of | 
coins, such as the imitations of the Athenian ‘Owls’, issues of | 
Seleucus if; joint issues of Seleucus I and Antiochus I with the | 
device of the biga or the quadriga of elephants, the coin bearing | 
1 e name of Alexander (Head of Zeus: Eagle with reverted | 
cag with the satrapal tiara in the right field), and certain | 
other issues of the Seleucid kings like Antiochus I, II and III. | 
It was supposed that the different 
were discovered in 1877 along 
region, the precise site 
accepted site where th 
a town lying not on t 


with the Treasure in the Oxus | 
of which is variously given. The usually | 
€ Oxus Treasure was found is Kabadian, 

he Oxus but on its tributary the Kafirna- 


l. Carmichael Lect ; ici 
the objections raised by Whitehead "Ho dii M RU UN anticipated afew of | 


1 t, however, doubt identity of 
d ee OE but could not accept Levi's e A TE Gas S i 
settlers ERR iA pm Bophytes was one of the pre-Alexandrian Greek | 
Greeks settled in the [4 ndian name; ho tried to prove that a band o 


north- : $ 
invasion ; (for bis argumenta, ee Pi sometime before Alexander's 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


groups of coins just mentioned. À 


) 


| 
do^ 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
SOPHYTES-SAUBHUTI 3 25 


han,.a stage to the north of the Oxus, which fact shows that 


the nclual site of its discovery was situated not in Bactria but 


in Sogdiana. 


Again, if all the above coins were actually found 


among the Treasure, it would not prove that they were all 
minted in that region or regions near it. Dalton, who made a 
systematic and scholarly study of the Oxus Treasure, says that 
the coins which reached Europe with it were about 1500 in 
number and included the following types : darics ; pieces of the 
satraps Tiribazus, Pharnabazus, Tiridates and Pharnaspes; 
tetradrachms of Athens; coins of Acanthus in Macedonia, 


Aspendus, 


Byzantium and Tarsus; about 200 pieces of 


Alexander the Great ; coins of Andragoras, Pixodorus of Caria, 
Lysimachus of Thrace, Seleucus Nikator, Antiochus I, II and 
III, Diodotus and Euthydemos, Thus, the period represented 
by these coins ranges from the early Sth century to about 
200 B.C., and the localities where many of these coins were 
first minted were far distant from the Oxus region. Moreover, 


as Dalton further observes, ‘there isno absolute certainty that 


i. they were all found with the Treasure ; they may merely have 


come from a single large site, perhaps that of a large town 
. e . B > . . 

inhabited for centuries in ancient times but now wholly aband- 
oned |! It should be noted that no coin of Sophytes is mentioned 
among those supposed to have been found among the Treasure, 
and it is not at all certain that the groups of coins in the list, 
which are similar to the former actually formed a portion of it. 


view. 


It thus appears that though Whitehead has raised well- 
reasoned doubts about a topic which was so long accepted as a 
"settled fact, ñe has not been able to solve satisfactorily the 
problem of Sophytes’ place of origin. The connection of 
Sophytes with Saubhati has still a great deal of plausibility in it, 
and if we can find any clear mention of a country named 
^Saubhüta or a ruler Saubhüti by name in early Indian literature, 
the hitherto accepted suggestion of numismatists will still recom- 
mend itself to mdny. It is unfortunate that Levi was unable 
to furnish more definite proof of this nature than the allusion to 
subhita in Paninian Ganapatha. Again, any recorded discovery 
of Sophytes' coins in the course of archeological excavations 
in the extreme north of India will also lend weight to the older 


It is interesting to note in this connection that Sir John 


Marshall, while carrying on excavations at Saheth-Maheth (the 
modern site of ancient Sravasti) on the boarders of the Gonda 
and Bharaich districts of U.P. in 1910-11, found among a few 
Other coins of the Sakas and Kushanas a billon coin which he 


the Q. 


the 5 


. Presumed to have been the issue of Sophytes, King of the Salt 


RAPES Treas, Wie StS gear AR ML RODA 
1. O. M. Dalton, The "'reasure of the.Ovus, p. xvi. Dalton remarks that 
xus Treasure is mainly Persian, of the Achwmenid period, and dates from’ 
th and 4th centuries B.O, 4 f E kx 
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"Range. Marshall's description of the coin is as follows JI 
‘Billon coin, presumably of Sophytes, King of Salt Range; Obv, 
—Head of King to front; Rev.—Cock standing to right, 
Found in the vicinity of temple No. 3.'* But it is very unlikely, 
that this particular coin of a compound metal could be 
attributed to Sophytes at all. The metal itself and its general 
character would militate against this attribution. The coin doe. 
not appear to have borne any legend ; the findspot is too fa, 
removed from the extreme north-west of India ; lastly the cog}! U: 
alone would not justify one in associating it with the issue o! 
Sophytes, where it is accompanied by a caduceus. The bust is oj 
course interesting, but in the description we find no mention of i! oe 
"helmet or a cheek-plate which are invariably to be found o 
the genuine issues of Sophytes.? | 


1. Annual Report o 
the 
2. Kaye puts a Re 


ical Survey of India 1910-11. / 
- Survey Reports thus, — : 2 


‘ „the Index (Vol. I) to the Arohæologi 
most probably issued Sophytes : coin of (?) found at Baheti’. “This coin Y" 


ina iM B 
and bull type of som A Ayodhya 2p zegion ; the cock on it reminds us of the ooo 
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right. UTTAMABHADRA AND KING UTTAMADATTÀ 
likely OF MATHURA 
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eneral) By MR. S. V. SOHONI, I.C.S., CUTTUCK. 

n dog 

00 fay, 1. In one of his inscriptions,! Nahapana’s son-in-law 


| Cock Ushavadata refers to an expedition undertaken by him to 
SUE d relieve ‘Uttamabhadra’ of the Malava pressure. It has been 
t isol asserted that “The Uttamabhadras were no doubt a tribe of 
n oft Kshatriyas’.? 
ndi I venture to differ from this view. Reference to ‘Uttama- 
bhadra’ occurs twice in that inscription: (i) *Uttamabhadrai— 
(accusative singular) mochagitunz" i.e. to rescue *Uttamabhadra" 
| when he was besieged; and (i) “Uttamabhadrakanam cha 
Kshatriyauam” i.e. of the soldiers of ‘Uttamabhadra’. Thus 
"'Uttamabhadra' referred to by Ushavadata is a person and 
not a tribe,—although the Mahabharata does record an Uttama- 
bhfdra community. Here ‘bhadra’ is used as an honorific 
suffix of the proper noun ‘Uttama’,—cf. Ramabhadra. This 
is clear, in spite of the fact that Sanskrit passages in Ushava- 


data’s inscriptions do not always strictly adhere to the rules 
of grammar. 


2. Thus, at the command of Nahapana (Bhatzraka- 
|, dmnatiya), Ushavadata had gone to help one Uttama out of 
| 8 siege by the Malava army. : 
| 3. Is this Uttama the same as King Uttamadatta of 
| Mathura known from his coins ? I invite attention to this detail 
| m connection with Nahapana's date: an interesting glimpse 
| 38 obtained into the distribution of political power in India in 
| "the middle of the first century B. C. An Audumbara king 
| Mahadeva (first century B. C.) counterstruck a coin of Uttama- 
l datta? of Mathura. Uttamadatta is usually placed in the 
| period from the end of the third to the middle of the first 
| century B. C. His line was succeeded at Mathura by a dynasty 
| of the Sakas bearing the title of a Ksatrapa or a Mahaksatrapa, 
F iù which Hagamasha and Rajuvula were prominent rulers. 
Incidentally it may be noted that Nahapana and Rajuvula 
| ‘tc. all wear a fillet on their head and that Nahapana had 
| no cap on his head as is commonly supposed. A comparison 
——| 


of their coins would easily prove this fact. 


l. A.S. W.I. Vol. IV, p. 99, No. 5. A 
$ | 2. Rapson, Q. I. C., Andhras, Western Kshatrapas, oto. p. lvi. 
x 8. Allan, C. A, I., Art, 96 and 194. 


EUR Vig Ys n T 
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Counter-striking a coin can be treated as a fair evidence 
of successful hostility. Therefore one gets an impression of 
warfare between Malavas and Audumbaras on the one hand and 
a Mathura ally of Nahapana viz Uttamdatta on the other, and 
of the Khaharata power about to be destroyed by Gotamiputra, 
Nehapana is thus seen to be a contemporary of Uttamdatta of 
Mathura, Mahadeva, the Audumbara ruler, and the Mathura 
Saka. Kshatrapas. 

.. , [The geographical location of the contending parties will 

make the situation still clearer. The Malavas were 
occupying the Udaipur-Ajmer tract and it is quite possible 

that the kingdom of the Mathura rulers may have 
extended towards the south-west upto modern Jaipur. The 

seige of Uttamabhadra had probably brought the Malava 
‘armies far to the east and Ushavadata's expedition was a 
sudden attack from the rear. The Malavas, therefore, had to 

taise the seige in hurry on hearing of the approach of the armies 

of Ushavadata, as stated in the inscription. Ushavadata’s, : 
bath in the Pushkara lake would suggest that he had effectively -4—— 
occupied a part of the Malava territory, at least for some time. 

The scene of war was therefore in central Rajputana. The 

place of the siege of Uttamadatta should have been somewhere 

in north-eastern Rajputana, since on concluding his successful 
campaign, Ushavadata visited Pushkara-tzrtha near Ajmer. 


Chief Editor.) 


As proved by his in 


` eeuntergtruok coins of Nahapana, soription—Rapson G, I. C. 
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A NOTE ON KUMARAGADYANAKA 
By Prin., V. V. MIRASHI, NAGPUR 


The grants of the Gahadavalas of Kanauj contain several 
obscure technical terms such as pravagi-kara, twrushka-danda, 
viriíatichehhavathz and kumaragadiayaka.1 Some of these like 
turushka-dazda have been discussed by scholars, but so far 
as I know, kumaragadia@yaka has not been satisfactorily explained 


anywhere. I propose to discuss its meaning here. 


. . While editing the Rahan grant of Madanapala and 
Govindachandra, Dr. Kielhorn was confronted with these 
expressions, but not beitig able to explain them properly lie 
omitted them in his translation.” The term kwmaragadianaka 
occurs in the oldest Gahadavala copper-plate inscription viz., 
the Chandravati grant? of Chandradeva. It is repeated in 
some later grants of the dynasty, sometimes in the form 
Rumara-gadiauaka.* Thus among twenty-four grants of the 
Gahadavalas which Dr.. Kielhorn edited in the Hpigraphia 
Indica, Vol. IV, pp. 97 f. the term occurred in six. Why it 
isnot repeated in all grants of the dynasty is not known. 
We must however note that none of the other terms also 
occurs in all grants. So the omission does not appear to be 
deliberate. 


This term generally occurs in the royal order to the 
inhabitants of the donated village in the following form :— 
Viditam-astu bhavatam yath-oparilikhita-gramah...asmiabhih 
àchandra-tarakam yavach-chhasanikritya pradattah iti matva 
yatha-diyamana-bhaga-bhoga-kara-pravanikara-tutushkadanda- 
kumaragadianaka-prabhriti-samastan niyat-aniyat-adayan ajna- 
vidheyibhaya dasyatha iti. The order enjoined the inhabitants 
of the village to pay to the grantee the several taxes and 
cesses such as bhagakara, bhogakara, pravanikara kumaragadia- 
naka etc., whether definitely fixed or not, just as they had been 
paying them to the king before. This shows that kwmaraga- 


` dyagzaka was a kind of tax usually paid to a king. 


But what does kwmaragadyanaka mean? The latter 
member of the term is well-known as a gold coin which was 


1. 
chandra, Ind. Ant., Vol. XVIII, p. 17. 
2. Ibid., p. 19, n. 86. 
9. Ep. Ind., Vol. IX, pp. 802 f. 
Ep, 71, Bee Kamauli plates of Vijayaohandra and Jayaohiandra, (Sèt 0), 1, 23, 
9* Ind., Vol., IV, p. 190. mE i sate 
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current in South India in the later Hindu period. It has been 
thus defined by Bhaskaracharya! :— 


gear qan; aaa sew wefenge ema Ase} | 
MaE ARAE AA waa: wv: d 


‘A guija is here stated to be equal to two yavas, three 
guigas make one balla, eight ballas make one dharaņa, two 
dharanas make a gadyanaka and fourteen ballas are said to be 
equal to a dhataka.’ A gadyagaka was thus equal in weight to 
48 ratis or nearly 85 grains. The coin was common in South 
India and has been referred to in several inscriptions. It was 
equal to two kalañjus. Kalañju was a gold coin weighing 
about a quarter of a tola. So a gadgyagaka must have been of 
about the same weight as the silver eight-anna piece of today. 
That these coins were of gold is known from the Kharepatan 
plates? of Rattaraja which mention suvarua-gadyauas. ; 


gadyZzas. Kumarapala of the Tomar dynasty, no doubt, 
the Gahadavalas® and is 
, but his coins also are not 
there is no reason why the 


i , but also in those 
ld coins, though in somewhat 
abundance.$ Kumaragadyanaka 
t gadyanakas of the Tomar “king ; 


* Ep. Ind., Vol. III, p. 301, 


* 


ë e i, y Cb he flourished in the period A.D. 1019-49 
x4 94, Ep. Ii. dg ol s ^n the Indian Museum, p. 258. 


8. Smith, Catalogue oto, p, 157, 5 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


T 


"vw US RJ V CT V MS 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
A NOTE ON KUMARAGADYANAKA 31 


Since no other explanation is satisfactory, I venture to offer 
the following. 


Kumaragadyanaka means the present or nasrana of a 
gadyāņaka on the birth of a prince. Itis well known that such 
presents are expected from subjects on festive occasions. 
They are referred to as pragayakriya in the Girnar rock inscri- 
ption of Rudradaman.? Though apparently voluntary, these 
contributions are more or less obligatory. In later times the 
amount of contribution seems to have been fixed at one gadya- 
naka. As all royal prerogatives were made over to the donee, 
the right of demanding the nazrana of a gadyanika on the birth 
of a son seems also to have been transferred to him. 


, The expression kumaragadyanaka is interesting in that it 
shows that gadyagakas were current in North India also during 
11th and 12th centuries. But what coins were intended to be 
referred to it is not easy to determine; for the gold coins of the 
. Gahadavalas do not conform to the weight standard of the 
M gadyanaka viz. 85 grains. The gold coins of Govindachandra, 
like those of several other contemporary kings of North India, 
weigh from 60 to 68 grains? Are we then to suppose that 
these coins of the Gahadavalas, though they weighed much less, 
-were called gadyayaka? Similar gold coins of the Kalachuris 
seem to have been known as fankakas. The Rewah stone 
inscription of Malayasimha dated K.E. 944 (A D. 1193) states 
that Malayasimha expended 1500 sankukas stamped with the 
figure of Bhagavat (? Bhagavati or Lakshmi) in constructing a 
tank near Rewah*. These coins were the well-known gold 
issues of Gangeyadeva, with the figure of seated Lakshmi on 
the reverse. The gold coins of the Gahadavalas were similar 
in fabric, type and weight. 


MIX 


l. [Jtakas often refer to overjoyed subjects giving one Karshapana each 
a8 khiramilam (milk-money) on the nes d the Birth ofa son to ihe king 
» <u: Voluntary contributions of one or more gadyanas on the occasions 
DBoripéjon -p 2 22090n2, chaturmasya sacrifices eto. are mentioned in an Aihole 
A ton of c. 800 A.D. T.A , VIII, 287. Chief Editor.) 

a, id. Vol. VIII, pp. 44 and 49, n. 4. ; 
ve V. Smith, Catalogue oj Coins in the Indian Museum, pp. 260 t. 
* "En; Ind, Vo]. XIX,p.2909; | ^-^ - E ESSA 
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PRATI AS THE NAME OF A COIN. 
By V. S. AGRAWALA, M. A., PH. D., LUCKNOW 


The word Prati as the name of a coin is of rare occurrence 
in literature. One instance of its literary use is recorded 
in the following verse from the Mahabharata : 


magis p wb ow taaa 
sft a ad FET RaIGITSUEN |! 
The verse is found among Narada’s questions pnt to 


king Yudhishthira in the beginning of the Sabhaparvan (5.68). 
Its correct rendering is as follows :— : 


‘Do you distribute seed and food to your peasantry in 
distress, and do you advance agricultural relief loans to them 
at the concession rate of one Prati for each one hundred 
Karshapanas ?' 52 

The variant readings given in the Poona critical edition are 
(1) IASA (2) TRER (3) TAFF (4) SAATH (5) afasremaran 
The last three are extremely corrupt and hardly worth consid- 
ering. The first two are accepted by the well-known comment- 
ator Nilakantha. He gives pratyekam as the Vulgate text ( for 
the pratikam of the critical edition ) and explains it as implying 
loans at 1% of interest. His alternative reading is padikam, 
which he explains as referring to an annual increase of one- 
fourth that is Rs, 25l- for each hundred, which works out to an 
interest of a little over 2%. He further adds that 1% rate was 
for secured loans and that of 2°], and a little more for unsec- 
ured loans. The explanation appears laboured and removed 
from the spirit of the original text. Although through his ' 


ves at the same rate of 


: T grammatical tradition 
the correct interpretation of the word Prati 


The first use of sf is recorded by Katya i 

"hen y Katyayana in the gram- 

matical literature. On Panini V.1.25 ( az fsa ) diced fs a 

vartika asja 3T Aft with the following bhashya— 

! iz aq AN 3I 3t AUR qz: | Baas: | mfra: wat | 
: (Kielhorn, IT. 347), . 

It means that PRATI is the substitut 


Karshzpaya and t 


e for the coj 
he suffix fithan is adde coi named 


d both from the word 
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Karshapana and from Pratt to denote the various meanings, 
such as ‘purchased for’ ( d AR ) ‘interest, income, profit, toll- 
tax or bribe paid on it ( «fea, TEISI ATI qa, Ashradh- 
yāyī, V. 147). Thus Pratika would signify a transaction in which 
one Karshapana or silver punch-marked coin was paid as 
purchase money, or as interest, etc. 


This is the simple and natural explanation and in the light 
of this we may understand afa% AIH as an amount of one 
hundred silver Karshapagas on which one Prati was accruing as 
monthly interest, i. e. at 12°/, per annum. Narada called this 
asthe concession rate charged on loans advanced by govern- 
ment for famine relief, etc. The higher rate of interest recorded 
o in law-books for various classes of transactious range between 2 
: and 5 per cent and hence 1°/, loan is called a relief (ergsgsw). 

: Where Prati means a Karshapana, the Satam or a hundred also 
| . has reference to the Karsh@pana coins. We find that in ancient 


Eo 


n |  , literature when merely the figures were mentioned without speci- 
d —— fying the name of the coin, generally the standard silver punch- 

: 7 marked coin or the .Karshapage was intended, which was the 
e prevailing currency. In Panini’s sütras V. 1. 21 (XAA 34 srat- 
1 aqq) and V. 1.34 ( umquam) the Karshapagya coins 


z are implied by the mere mention of the figure 100. There 
- are numerous instances of this in the Jatakas and other books.! 


E It is a matter of extreme good luck that we have also 
d reliable epigraphic evidence of the use of Prati as a current 
n L Coin name. The same is found in the Nasik cave inscriptions of 
P > + Ushavadata, son-in-law of King Nahapana. Nahapana belonged 
n to the earlier wave of Šaka invasion under the Kshaharata branch, 
S whose members became masters of Western India and Ujjain in 


= thefirstcentury B.C. In inscription No. 12, it is stated that Usha- 
vadāta gave a perpetual endowment of 3,000 Kahapanas for the 
benefit of the Sarhgha and those Kahapanas were invested 
with two guilds, two thousand in one Weavers’ Guild, interest one 
ratika (monthly) for the hundred, and one thousand in another 
Cavers’ Guild interest being three-quarters of a Padika (monthly) 
for the hundred. The Kahapana capital was not to be spent, its 
Interest only was to be enjoyed. Out of the capital, the two 
thousand (2000) at one Pratika per cent provided the cloth money 
. | at twelye Kahapagas to every one of the twenty monks. From 
| 38 the sum of the thousand (1000), invested at an interest of three- 
í Puarters of a Pratika per cent, the pocket money was to be paid 
othe monks. (Hp. Ind., Vol. VIII, pp. 82-83, Nasik Cave 
SScriptions No, 12). 


, 


1 i No Ae ‘In early Buddhist works when any big sums of money are specified, 
W Clear p 9 of coin ig adducded, that of Karshapana being understood, as is quite 
| 1 atan dara lis occasional mention. Karshapana was, therefore, looked upon as the 


1 5 n.! Bhandarkar, Ancient Indian Numismatics, pP. 79. 
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e extract we have the use of the technical terms 
Dek sen. Kahapana and Pratika, and their oe 
are perfectly clear. The formula Vridhi Padika Sata i a most 
identical—with that used in the Mahabharata passage, Pratikam 
cha fatum vriddhya. Both have the same meaning, ie. the 
amount of one hundred XKarshapaga coins fetching an interest 


of one KartAapana, i.e. one per cent. 


In the Kanheri cave inscription no. 15 also there is a 
reference to an endowment of two hundred Karshapanas at 
Pratika rate of interest, i.e. one Karshapana per cent per month, 
(aaa «ur arom welt A roe dus ìa a ss wd, 
Burgess, Archl. Survey of Western India, Vol. V, bp. 79-80) 
The inscription is datedtin the reign of Gautamiputra Sri Yajña 
Satakarni. 


The literary and epigraphic references to the coin called 
Prati point to some important chronological considerations as 
regards the date of the Mahabharata passage in which the word 
‘occurs. Panini mentions only the name .Karshzpama for the 
standard silver punch-marked coin of his days. The word 
Prati as a substitnte for Karshapaya was unknown to him 
(eir. Sth century B.C.) and it occurs for the first time in the 
vartika of Katyayana who may be assigned to about the fourth 
century B. C. It appears from the testimoney of cave inscrip- 
tions that Pruti was a current coin name for the K. arshapana 
up to the end of about the first century B.C. The rate of interest 
is very often expressed in terms of the Pratika coin. The natural 
inference is that the Mahabharata chapter Containing the 
Narada Rajaniti must be assigned to a period between the fourth 
and the first century B.C. It is a text dealing with those 
subjects of law and polity which Dr. Sukhtankar rightly 
considered to have been grafted on the original text of the: 
. Mahabharata under the influence of the Bhrigus. Possibly this 
chapter did not form part of the Epic as it was constituted 
under the name of the Bharata. The position is that the JVzti por- 
tions were existing independently out of the orbit of the original 

. Bharata text, and at some favourable time the Bhrigus incor- 
porated them along with the Akhyanas in the Epic emerging 
as the Mahabharata as a result of this inflation. The limits 
of this literary diaskeuasis appear on the basis of the very solid 
evidence supplied. by the references to the Prati coin in 
Katyayana's varttika on the one hand and the cave inscriptions 
on the other, to fall within the narrow period of about three 
centuries from the fourth to the first century B. C. The 
probability is that the date for the introduction of this parti- 
cular chapter in the epic text is nearer the earlier limit than 
the later. This is also confirmed by the occurrence in this 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


i ene ENA 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
PRATI AS THE NAME OF A COIN 35 


context of several other technical terms as Lava and Mushti 
(Sabhaparvan, 5.54) which are peculiarly Kautilyan and have 
been used in the ArthaS@stra (IX. 1), which is also a unm 
of the Maurya period. 


Doctor F. Edgerton, who has edited the critical edition 
of the Sabha Parvan, translates Pratikam as “apiece” (Sukh- 
thankar Volume of the Bulletin of the Deccan College Research 
Institute, page 11). This would suggest that King Yudhishthira 
advanced the sum of one hundred Karshapanas to each indi- 
vidual peasant, which on the face of it is improbable. Dr. S. K. 
Belvalkar, the General Editor of the Mahabharata to whom 
I communicated the interpretation of Pratikam satam set forth 
in this paper kindly informs me: “In my addition to Edgerton’s 
Addenda et Corrigenda I had already given the correct sense 
of the word by inserting a note which I am copying :— 


*Devabodha's explanation runs thus: ad sft vrs after , 


. agai m fre: ofa Aa sfigeafsead: His alternative explana- 


tion which favours the rendering “apiece” ignores the current 
idiomatic use of sfa%, which seems to underlie his first explana- 
tion, and to which Katyayana had drawn attention in his 
second Varttika to Panini 5.1.25. The word gf% is explained 
as Bava Farah Way Le, the ‘interest’. This hundred 
which is to be given as a ‘relief’ loan deserves only one 
(Karsapana) as interest, and that is the main point, and not the 
‘giving of only one hundred to each needy farmer. *Pratikam" 
therefore means “Karsapanikam”, and this sense of the 
word is already registered in the Petersburgh dictionary. ` 


I am grateful to Dr. Belvalkar for this information. 
The interpretation of the coin. name suggested itself indepen- 
dently to both of us against the same grammatical 
ackground. 
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NUMISMATIC NOTES 


By Dr. J. M. Unvara, PH. D. (HEIDELBERG). 


I. Rare Hephthalite coins 


1. In an article, entitled *«Hephthalite coins with Pahlavi 
legends”, published in the Journal of the Numismatic Sooiety of 
India, vol. IV, part I, 1942, pp. 37-45, I have mentioned ‘a 
silver drachm of J. de Morgan’s collection bearing the name of 


a certain DRC or DRZ (MLK) A, see p. 40 and pl. V, legend 
No. 4. I acquired recently in Bombay a duplicate of this coin, 
perhaps the unique duplicate known upto date, which is in a 
relatively good condition and whose legends are very clear. 


The following is & description of the coin : 


Obv. Bust of the prince facing, face in profile to r., 
wearing a crown with wings (?), surmounted by buffalo’s head ; 
necklace and earring; lock of hair behind the back; fillets 
fluttering on high over shoulders; only the left wing of the 
crown is visible, in place of the right wing there is an annelet ; 
the buffalo’s head is blurred ; in field, to 1., behind the wing a 


six-rayed star ; Pahlavi legend on r. Z02)DA!, (Pl. V, legend 
No. 1) ; circle of grenetis; the margin is divided into four equal 
segments by three crescents and the buffalo's head ; the crescent 
on r. is missing, as the margin is clipped off. - 

Rev. Fire-altar with attendants as on the coins of Chos- 
roes I ; on r. of the flame, a crescent, on its l., a six-rayed star ; 
Pahlavi legend, on 1., the date (caha)rdah “14” (Pl. V, legend 


No. 2); on r. the mint J AT A (PI. V, legend No. 3); circle of 
grenetis. 


> 


PI. IV, 1 
. . There is no doubt that the coin illustrated by J. de Morgan 
in Manuel de numismatique orientale, Paris 1923-1936, fasc. 
IIl, p. 449, fig. 588, is similar to the one described above, 
although the reproduction of the legends of the obverse and the 
reverse, given by J. de Morgan, is wholly different from those 
given in facsimile on pj, V, legends Nos. 1-3, The crown . 
with the left wing reminds us of that of Varharan IV, but the 


reverse of this coin fixes the approximat SESS 
time of Chosroes I, PP. ate date of its issue as the 


AN a 


2. Unique silver drachm of an unknown prince; PI. IV, 2. 


1. Readin, 


ihe pris g remains uncertain; probably the legend gives the name of 
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Pahlavi and Hephthalite legends, 


and Hephthalite monograms. 
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Obv. Bust of the prince facing, face in profile to r., wear- 
ing & crown with wings, surmounted by a crescent supporting 
the globe; necklace and earring ; fillets flutterring on high over 
the shoulders ; in field, to r. a floral design (PI. V, No. 4); no 

2 77 legend ; four big dots in margin, two on either side of the bust 
and two others on either side of the globe; the dot on 1. of the 
bust is missing, as the margin is partly clipped off. 


— Rev. Fire-altar with attendants, the latter are treated like 
those on the coins of Firaz; on r. of the flame, a crescent, on 
its left, a six-rayed star ; Pahlavi legend on 1. .. . M, on r. M.... 
(PI. V, legends Nos. 5 and 6); circle of grenetis. 


The treatment of the wings on this drachm reminds us of the 
coins of Chosrose II, and therefore it might be considered con- 
4€mporaneous with his reign, if not later, in spite of its reverse 


motif. | 
T 3- Copper drachm of an unknown prince; PI. IV, 3. | 
E Obv. Bust of the prince facing, face in profile to r., wearing | 
E a,crown, decorated on either side with the protoma of an 


indistinct animal (?), surmounted by a crescent with the globe; 
fillets flutterring on high over the shoulders; no inscription; 
circle of grenetis; in margin, four big dots, two on either side 
of the bust and two others on either side of the crescent with 
the globe; in margin on r. a Hephthalite monogram (PI. IV, 
No 7; comp. J. Num. Soc. of India, Vol. IV, part I, PI. V. 
No. 5), on 1. another monogram (Pl. V, No. 8); below the bust, 
~~ ‘tases of a_Hephthalite legend (PI. V, legend No. 9; PI. IV. 
Nos. 5, and 9, where the legend in complete). The genera] 
appearance of the effigy of the prince resembles that of Kavat I 
on the coins of his first reign. The effigy is rather blurred, 
and therefore the decoration of the crown cannot be determined. 


Rev. Fire-alter with attendants as on the coins of Firüz; 

|. On 1. of the fame, a crescent; circle of grenetis; traces of 
^ Pahlavi legends or rather floral designs on r. and on l., which are 
clear on a similar coin of the British Museum as on PI. V, Nos. 10 
and 11 (PI, IV, 7); in margin, outside margin to right near 
e clipped portion, traces of a human head to r. with hair 

7 um falling On the neck in plaits, struck as countermark. A part of | 


~ 


€ margin of the coin is clipped off, ' 


, There are in the Cabinet of the British Museum. six 
silver-plated coins of this type, four of which have a human 
fad in countermark on the obverse, on three coins the head is 

d s 128 l. and on one it is facing r. - the hair of the head facing 
| de cut squarely behind the neck; five of these coins have got 

the ed facing 1, also on the reverse. It should be noted that 

Position of these countermarks is not fixed; see Pl. IV, 49. 
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i i i he reverse 
One of these coins has below in the margin of t " 


group of three dots ; PI. IV, 8- 
All these coins are probably contemporaneous with the first 


reign of Kavat I. iy 
IL A unique copper fels with Pahlavi and Arabic legends, 


Obv. Bust of Chosroes II, facing, head in profile to r., 
wearing a crown with wings, surmounted by a uen &nd star; 
Pahlavi legend on 1. in two lines RK AN IN K DÀ AFZUT 
(Pl. V, legend No. 12), i. e. ..nenabih? afait “May—r— 
increase ?”, on r.: BAN AP DA! ? (PI. V, legend No. 13); 
the name of the prince ; circle of grenetis. 

Rev. In field, Arabic legend in Cufic characters, in 
three lines : 5! Uy) w2- ; between two circles of grenetis, another 
Arabic legend giving the date 113. A. H. and the atelier Jayy?- 
Ble y he ED iw ami peli] lb yd SU] ea, 

Diam. 20 mm. Weight 1 gr. 80. PI. I, 10. 


III. Coins of the Sultans of Dehli found at Navsari : 
near Surat. 


In the middle of August of the last year, heavy rains 
damaged the private road, specially constructed for carrying 
over it dead bodies of Parsis from the outskirts of the town of 
Navsari to the Towers of Silence, situated near the village of 
Veraval, so seriously that its use had to be abandoned for 
several months. On hearing about this damage, Mr. Faramroz 
Hormasji Dadachauji offered the Parsi Anjuman of Navsari & 
sum of Rupees 25000 for repairs of the road under expert 
supervision. This offer was accepted with sincere thanks by — 
the Anjuman, and the work was entrusted to Ervad 
Sohrabji Navroji Dadachanji of Navsari. It was decided to 
strengthen the road on its western side, where low-lying fields 
are situated, by building, between the fields and the road, & 
wall about six feet high and two feet broad, on a founda- 
tion of concrete, with buttresses at regular intervals. When 
E wall was completed, its top was slightly lower than the 
A Pme n E digging the foundation for one of 
DE » eet to the north of the Captain 

ridge, constructed from donations of the late Mr. Hormas}i 
d Captain in 1875 A.D., in order to let flood-waters flow 
i EUN on billon coins of the Sultans of Dehli were 
standpoint of the mem E M NUNT 

cal history of Navsari, where such finds are x 
eed 
3. In the Cabinet of the British inui Qum [NEU 
of Isfahan. . H, Jayy was the name of the ancient oity “| 


"The fels desoribed 
nails, eto, in the bazar of Alore 


was bought by me from iron; 
Kermanshah in 1937. X P yonder of old fi 
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a extremely rare, and also for the fact that two Khalji and two 
Tughluq Sultans are represented in this meagre find. Similar 
coins have been published by Mr. H. Nelson Wright in his book, 
entitled The Coinage and Metrology of the Sultans of Dehli 
Delhi 1936. 
The following is a descriptive list of the coins}: 
A. Sultans of the Khalji dynasty. 
>», l. 'Alau-d-din Muhammad Shah II. A. H. 695-715— 
A.D. 1296-1316. 
Nos. 1-3, dated A. H. 713. 
Obv. In circle: V| Ua] Rev. In circle ibl l | 
S| Us plan là ons 
w), Us 
Comp. Wrignt, op. cit. p. 92, Nos. 334-335, 
2. Qutbu-d-din Mubarak. A.H. 716-720-A.D. 1316-1320. 
No. 4, dated A.H. 716. 
: Obv. DI ytaka] : Rev. 
s JS] Eb plas 


VIP eau] 


ial gl 


Xx cs ua 
ns i 2 
ww], Qs VIY coal] 
E r Comp. Wright, op. cit., p. 100, Nos 390-393. 
ot Ae No. 5, dated A. H. 717. 
or Obv. eot] coy ails Rev. xus s 
OZ VIV EVI vl 9 yll op) coal] 
& easily ool] ctas Mh lll 
art 


B. Sultans of the Tughluq dynasty. 
1, Ghiyasu-d-din Tughluq A. H. 720-725-A. D. 1320-1325. 


ln Type a. No. 6, dated A. H. 720. im 
Obv, si Jr ylas] Rev. ils! yl 
Kahak 20 A 
ww, Vio eal] 


HM : exige yea] 
y | Sump Wright, op. cit., 100. Nos. 388-389. 
id 

Comp. Wright, op. cit., p. 113, No. 443. 


Ju No. 7, dated A. H. 722, has the same legends of the 
RUSSE obverse and the reverse as on No. 6. 

i Nos. 8-11 are four undated coins similar to No. 6. 

he Type b. Nos. 12-14 undated. 

E Ob. WM on Rev. In double circle: UJ 

n N £ d Ss 
m Comp. Wright, op. cit., p. 115, Nos. 467-469. 


ll n 
Bulting Pone of these coins shows complete “legends, the names of the 
vr’) Bheir titles and dates are, however, sufficiently legible. 
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2. Muhammad III bin Tughluq. A. H. 725-752-A. D. 
1325-1351. 
No. 15, dated A. H. 727. 
ircle: 2 94! Rev. In circle: w? sa 
Obv. In circle : s ane IG ote 
vrv 
Traces of legend in 
margin. 


Comp. Wright, op. cit., p. 133, Nos. 522-525. 


IV. The mutilated legend on the gold coins of the Queen 
Sita. 

My opinion on this mutilated marginal legend has been 
published in the J Num. Soe. of India, vol. VI, part I, 194% 
pp. 53-54. I shall deal here in brief with the opinion of the 
late Mr. F.D.J. Paruck on this legend, published on pp. 52-53 
of the same part of the above journal. His reconstruction of 
the mutilated legend on the obverse of the coin illustrated on 
Pl. II], 1 obv. and its reading are, to put it mildly, very bold. 
The reading of the second word as SITA, which begins from 
the point of the left prong of the trident and ends a little below “ 
its base is very problematical. The reading of the following 
word as M L.KT(A) seems to be still very doubtful. With no 
stretch of imagination can the four letters,—three above the left 
ribbon of the trident and the fourth between the two ribbons,— 
be read MEKI. That the last letter of this legend is definitely 
a T is proved by Pl. III. 2 obv. Even granting the o~-zct- . 
ness of the reading of the legend as given by Mr. Paruck, the 
main objection would remain against the forms of A and 


T, given by him in the facsimile, as those of the middle of the 
fourth century. 
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SOME UNIQUE GOLD COINS FOUND IN BIHAR, --- 
By S. A. SHERE, M.A,LL.B., 
Curator, Patna Museum, Patna. 
in 


^v. On the 18th June, 1943 a hoard of 18 gold coins was 

found by an old woman of village Malhepur, Police Station 
2 Chenari in the Sasaram Sub-division of the district of Shahabad, 
Province Bihar, when she had gone to collect fuel at Badalgarh 
forest at the foot of the hills near the Shergarh fort. ‘There 
she found the coins on the ground visible and picked them up. 
:The discovery of gold objects, and by a poor woman, could not 
remain a secret. Thanks to the alertness of Maulvi M. S. 
Qutubuddin, Sub-Inspector of Police, Chenari, the coins were 
seized and. they were in due course sent by the District Magistrate, 
Shahabad, to the writer for a report to Government in regard 
to their acquisition. Their acquisition having been recommend- 
ed, Government were pleased to accord their sanction under 
the Treasure Trove Act in May 1944. hoe 


The find consists of (a) six coins of the Sultans of Delhi, 
(b) eight of the Sultans of Bengal, (c) one of a Bahmani king 
of Gulbarga, (d) two of the Sharqi Kings of Jaunpur and (e) 
one of Krishna Raja Wodeyar of Mysore.! 


"Or the>six coins of the Sultans of Delhi, one is a freak 
Specimmen of Muhammad III Bin Tughlug (see, ante, Vol. V., 
Pt. II, 162). Four coins including the one just mentioned 
appertain to the reign of this Sultan and one each to the reigns 
of Mahmad Bin Muhammad Tughluq and Firuz Shah III 
Tughluq respectively. Among the coins of the Sultans of 
Bengal there Was one of Nasiruddin Mahmad Shah II, four 
of Alauddin Husain Shah, one of Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah 
and two of Ghiyasuddin Mahmid Shah III. The Bahmani 
Coin is of the “reign of Humayun Shah; of the two Sharqi 
coins, one was of Ibrahim Shah and the other of Husain 
ah. The solitary Mysore coin appertains to the reign of 
Krishna Raja Wodeyar, as mentioned above. 


In this article I propose to deal in detail only with the 
Outstanding coins. 


i O a a S 0 o sn 


Baha i. Ib is incorreotly stated in the presidential address dellevered by Rai 
Tudia E Prayag Dayal at the Annual Meeting of the Numismatio Sooiety of 
Ong of xdi garh in December 1943 that the find consists of Suri coins including 


hnadevaraya (See ante, Vol, V, Pt. 1I, p. 170). 
6 à : 
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(A) SULTANS OF BENGAL. 
(i) Nasiruddin Mahmüd Shah II. 


Wt. 165°8 grs. Obverse. Reverse. 
(Coin Reg. 17675) yal Wolf E odo tu SESS 
ypa] pisiy J| SYS yo y] 
QU s Jew) comet 


PI. VLL te 
This coin is apparently the only extant gold coin of the 
Sultan. Neither the British Museum nor the Indian Museum 
catalogues contain any mention of gold coins of Nasiruddin 
Mahmad Shah II. The pseudo-patronymic title te! 5»! appears 
on the coin, as on other silver issues of this Sultan. This has 
also led me to ascribe it to his reign. The legend (not the linea. 
arrangement) of the reverse of our coin is more or less the same 
as those on the reverse of the silver coins of Ruknuddin Barbak 
Shah (c. f£. 7.M.C., Vol. II. 140). 


(i) Alauddin Husain Shah. 


Muhammadabad (?). Obverse. Reverse. ^ 
Wt. 164-4 grs. ^ 
(Coin Reg. 17676) Cee OMS 


WY | ft] gem 
pastel poll, Secs} 5 98) age vy 
a aJ) ols 


; PI. VI, II. 
pparently the only extant gold piece of 
British Museum northe Indian Museum 


. This coin is also a 
its type. Neither the 


Vol. If, 182 and 183) ^ ^^» 132 and 138 end I. M. 0 


(ii) Alauddi : 
The Tann uddin Husain Shah. 


Wt. 164-0 grs, ~ verse. Reverse. 
(Coin Reg. 17677) m «9| 3| alf y : Wall ye 
| © ST Spy sm aes uia] yl coll 
toS Bl a. ja] Y 
; lale 5 Khe 
I know of no duplicate but a PI. VI, Il. d 


legend excepting mint and date are few rupees having similar 


II. 169). This coin is a type of its cunc (© £. T. M, 0, Vh 
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NEW COINS FROM -BIHAR. 
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(iv) Alauddin Husain Shah. 


Wt. 163-4 grs. Obverse. Reverse. 
(Coin Reg. 17678) Vol] , Ye sls 
jad] OB [yh] 
ale a) 
p m : PI. VI, IV. . 
. This is & unique type. Even rupees of this type are not 
known. 


(v) Alauddin Husain Shah. 
Wt. 135.2 +11.2 grs. 
Coin Reg. 17679. 


According to the Police report this coin was unfortu- 

nately intentionally cut by some one to test its metal after 
the discovery. Two pieces were found but one could not be 
subsequently traced by the Sub-Inspector of Police. 
a The script of the legend is very crude and the reverse of 
the coin appears to have been inscribed in the negative form as 
the first word reads wll. when reflected in a looking-glass. On 
the reverse, the name of the Sultan is legibly inscribed, though 
cut at that very point, but the inscription as a whole is illegible 
and therefore its reading is rather doubtful. See PI, VI, V, 


(vi) Nasiruddin Nagrat Shah. 
met, 164-3 grs. Obverse. - Reverse. 
(Coin Keg: 17680.) SUN ylatad[f] steal I 
plated] g AUI] Slo opea. BI 
CEERI Ble SE All) ^ 
: PI. VI, VI- 
No duplicate is known but a few rupees having more or 
less similar legends are known (cf B. M. C., No. 137,450). 


Neither the British Museum nor the Indian Museum catalogues 
Contain any gold issue of this Sultan. 


(vii) Ghiyasuddin Mahmuüd Shah III. 


hls 164:6 grs. Obverse. — — Reverse. 
oin Reg, i A 
: BLE ab] o NIC M ip 
Spa h) galg 
o een 


PI. VI, VIL 
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i f no duplicate; but a few rupees having 
ae e legend are P (see B. M. C. pp. 54-55), 
The British Museum and the Indian Museum catalogues do not 
mention any gold issue of this Sultan. 

(viii) Ghiyasuddin Mahmud Shah III. 


Wt. 159-7 Obverse. Reverse. 
(Coin Reg. 17682) [otani] UT 
e yla] BS, gyal] ellis] edt | 
[5!] weal, Gal &yj shin ly, 
Sle uma yl ell, CERF Uc 
[xx] A cab yell 5! 
PI. VI, VIII. 


I venture to suggest that this is a coin of Ghiyasuddim ` 
Mahmūd Shah III, (one of the 18 sons of Sultan Alauddin 
Shāh). 

Hitherto it was only Husain Shah who was known to have 
adopted the title of “Sultan conqueror over Kamrü and Kamtah 
and Jajnagar and Orissa" and on the basis of this Lane-Poole 
observed that “no other Muhammadan Soverign in India ever 
adopted so novel (and grammatically indefensible) a title". 
It now seems that his son Ghiyasuddin Mahmüd Shah III, 
before he became Sultan, was permitted by his elder brother 
and predecessor “Nasrat to wield almost royal power throughout 
& great part of the kingdom". This was perhaps because he 
had some hand in the conquest of the above territories, which 
would account for the adoption of the novel title a 
his father. It may be noted that Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah ~ 
reigned long before Husain, who was in fact the conqueror of 
the territories in the title adopted by him. The occurence of 
this title therefore on our coins negatives the suggestion that it ) 
could possibly belong to the reign of Muhammad, who had ~ 
historically no connection with the conquest mentioned. The 
coin is, therefore, both unique and interesting. — ' 


(B) BAHMANI KING OF GULBARGA, 
(ix) Humayun Shah, 


eae (?) TS: aes j Reve E 
Wt. 169-8 grs. 3 oF enl Gall [1] 
(Coin Reg. 17683.) io? tige Salo? BLE uon 
ee «$891 ph isl sle wal up sls 
steel] yf] 
Margins: P 


Right. STU. [a.] 
Bottom, DS E] 


PI. VI, IX. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


o 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
SOME UNIQUE GOLD COINS FOUND IN BIHAR 45 


I know of no duplicate but rupees having a similar 
Jegend and of similar design are known. 
(C KING OF MYSORE. 
(x) Krishna-raja (1799-1868) 


Wt. 119.5 Obverse. Reverse. 
(Coin Reg.) 17686. Three-line Nagari Standing figure 
legend : of Vishnu. 
(9) (oft) a (a) Sri 
(3) RO TT (b) Krishna Ra 
(3) a (c) Ja PI. VI, X. 


This coin is interesting inasmuch as the obverse of our coin 
is somewhat similar to the obverse of No. 34 of PL. XXX 
Q. M. C. Vol. I) and our reverse too is somewhat similar to 
^i reverse of the gold coin of Rama Raja (cf. I. M. C., Vol. 
L PL. XXX, 31). Moreover on our reverse we have a. standing 
' figure of Vishnu, and this does not fit in with the remarks of 
"Mr. Allan that “the gold coins of this period consist of pagodas, 
"half-pagodas and fanams, following the Vijayanagar type, with 
seated figures of Siva and Parvati on the obverse’ (See 
Catalogue of the Coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, Vol. IV 
by J. Allan, p. 76). 
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THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE BAHMANI 
MINT FATHABAD. 


By Capt. P. S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD, DECCAN. 


Only a few but extremely rare Bahmani silver /anka | 
with the mint name Fathabad Ut are known. The 
coins in my cabinet of Fathabad Mint are of 761, 763, 
764, 765 and 766 A. H. and they all belong to Muhammad 
Shah I. I know of no Fathabad coins of any other 
Bahmani ruler so far. This new Mint Fathabad was 
attributed by me to Dharur, situated in Bir District of H.E.H. 
the Nizam’s Dominions in J.N.S.7. Vol. II page 127 which. 
regret to say, is not correct. 


The fort of Dharur was built by Kamal Kishvar Khan in 
975 A.H. and was soon after captured by the Nizam Shahis. 
In 1040 A. H. it was besieged and taken by Shah Jahan who à 
renamed it Fathabad sblas to commemorate the victory. ` 


There are a few rupees of Jahandar and Farrukhsiyar of 
Fathabad-Dharur mint. Dharur is really a Moghul mint and 
n ; so far as the Moghul coins are concerned it is correct. But on 
historical grounds it is not correct to attribute Bahmani coins 
of Fathabad mint to Dharur, as the fort of Dharur was not 
built and renamed until long after the Bahmani Dynasty 
became extinct. I quote the following lines £m Dien Pe 
Ma'asir", which throw light on the correct identification of 
Fathabad in respect of Bahmani coins. 


wy wi oue s slit] > tas oyal Bayle oy Kb els] y S uso," X l 


BU y yaw j| a Bp yolu |, laa del sipiy Cus EL Sylan oii oF 
cU. biy ye cH ay BL UL, soa LS J ua. hla Gl 
lhl. CO Rees p oU» he yar GWE EAB yey il pe ag yt 
»» wos ej yee ye esl rye Uy cima Slay wla ial Sy! 
AB eth ayere toble sbie £55 solaris olo y iot yllaluyal able" | 
= BSS yyy y iae palya dye lide wb HP | 

(Burhan-i Ma'asir, page 17—1936 Edition) . | 


“Kambar Khan, (Qambar Khan) who i the | 
me Jagir, proceeded in that iu ; but RN I 
aside P the fort of Kalyan, and for nearly fifty days, laid sieg® | 
to it, alter which it capitulated; and the inhabitants on giving | 
security for good behaviour were included among the subjects o4 


the Sultan. After taking Kalván h iving |. 
him the welcome intelligence yan he wrote to the Sultan givin | 
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much pleased, and ordering the drums of rejoicing to b 

in the city of Daulatabad, called it F athibád. "The m 
were continued for a week." (The history of the Bannan’ 
Dynasty founded on the Burhan-i Ma’asir by Major J.S. King) 
It is now a clear fact that the mint name Fathabad TES of 
the Bahmani king, Muhammad Shah I, of 761-766 A.H. is 
no other than that of Daulatabad or Deogir, and not of Ifa: 
in Bir District of H. E. H. the Nizam's Dominions. 


“> If is strange that though the event of renaming Daulata- 
bad took place in the reign of Alauddin Bahman Shah I, no 
coins of Fathabad mint of this ruler are known, while coins of 
Muhammad Shah I are known. These coins are only of the 
early period of his reign and no other Bahmani coins of Fatha- 
bad mint later than 766 A.H. are known to me. It Seems as 
irthe Mint at Daulatabad ceased to function during the time of 
his successors. > 


: I should like to record my grateful thanks to Mr. Sham- 


, Shulla Quadri for his kind assistance in compiling this article. 


^ 
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NOVELTIES IN THE JAIPUR TREASURY 
COLLECTION. 


By Rar BAHADUR PRAYAG DAYAL, LUCKNOW. 


The small collection of old gold coinsin the Jaipur State 
treasury, which I examined about a couple of years ago, ' 
through the kindness of Sir Mirza Ismail, K.C.LE., O.B.E, 
Prime-Minister of Jaipur, appears to have been formed more 
out of a desire for the possession of gold coins than of a 
passion for study of numismatics on scientific lines. Neverthless, 

I am glad that its examination has revealed a few coins which 
enlarge the horizon of numismatic knowledge and, add glo:y 
to the State, where it is preserved for further development. i 


1. The Gupta coins are represented by 40 specimens and | 
include one of Samudragupta, Battle-axe type, which furnishes 
a new variety as the boy attendant figures on the right and not à 
on the left as usual. It may be described as under :— 


Obv. King standing left, facing to right, nimbate, wearing 
close-fitting cap, coat and trousers, ear-rings, 7 
necklace and sword, holding battle-axe in right 
hand. On right, boy to left, behind whom is a 
crescent-topped standard. ^ Beneath left arm, 
Samudra. Usual legend kritantaparasurjayatyapita- | 
rajajetajitah, beginning to right. Os 

| 


Rev. Goddess (Lakshmi) nimbate, seated on throne with 
feet resting on lotus, facing, holding lotus in left 
hand and noose in right. Symbol on left. On (di s. 
tight Kritantaparasuh, i.e., wielding the axe of- 
Yama, the god of Death. 


One coin of Chandra ith 

| gupta IT, Archer type of class II with 

Ls d depicts the king with a lose fitting cap of an 

ae ee I pue that in the absence of a photograph the 
n 1s tantalising, but I record this, so that oint 

may be noted when coins of this class are eA Sa ^l 


2. Among the coins of the Sulta | 
: ess i tans of Delhi i d | 
^ id e Alauddin Ma$üd Shah (A.D. 1242.46) -- pM i 
and unpublished, The inscription reads :— Is unique y 


| 
í 


Ob. Within double circle Rev. Inside a circle | 
c 200 hell lat 2 
E yol en, Wo |e 
Roe: EE Oya 1s] 
vaL J| et 
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There is a difference in design and arrangement of the reverse 
legend and this specimen is quite different from that in Wright'a 
Chronology No. 187 A. 


3. Four coins of Nasiru-d-din Mabmüd I (A.D, 1246-66) 
present minor varieties. No. 1 shows on the obverse small dots 
over ° and pais and on the reverse arrow-heads over do 
of ye and a small circle over tye 


No. 2 has on its reverse o for w! 


No. 3 On obverse hasa small circle over. pak but not 
over X», on the reverse there is no arrow-head 
over yb or circle over &3, while J| appears in 
second line. i 


No. 4 On obverse shows a small circle over 4° and pais] 
‘and on reverse over ‘> Cf. Wright. No. 219, 


4. One coin of Álau-d-din Muhammad Shah (A.D. 1296- 
1316) furnishes a new date, viz., 707 A.H., which has not so far 
‘been observed on his gold coins issued from Delhi. Similarly 

a'$pecimen of Ghiyasu-d-din Tughluq (A.D. 1320-1325) presents 
a new date, viz, 723 H., on coins issued from mint Daru-l- 
Islam. Both the coins are of absorbing interest, and numis- 
matists will perhaps be tempted to keep metal casts in their 
collection for replacement by originals in due course. 


3. Coins of Muhammad III bin Tughluq (A.D.1325-1351), 
known as prince of moneyers, from mint Sunargaon which 


bI 


CUT TOU ürnsuoguiert evidence of Muhammad bin Tughluq's ack- 
ith Dowledgement of suzeranity by Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah of 
eft E Bengal, who was deposed by the previous Sultan and restored 
OD ef "by Muhammad bin Tughluq in 1325 H. in the Government of 
of ^^ Eastern Bengal, is of great importance. It is extremely rare 


and i 5 S à 
nd is the second specimen known to exist in India. 


Tam specially delighted to have come acrossa gold coin of 


WY own city Lucknow which is new and unpublished. It is an 


he | ieee of Muhammad Ali Shah, the third king of Avadh (A.D. 

nt | ib 71842). How it found its way to Jaipur, which has only 

AES du aore coins of Awadh ? It is neither in the collection of the 

ed ndi now Museum, which is the largest, nor in that of the 
Ju à an Museum, Calcutta. It is described below :— 

bv. Within circle of rays:— Rev. Within circle of rays :— 

le 5 ? Ble wh, Arms In the centre a 

Tho aem ie fish surmounted by the 

SES Irop numeral 1; supporters, 

Qm two human figures, bare- 


headed, standing on 
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M. M. over whe and scroll, supporting crown 

to left of last line. with one hand and hold. 
ing a fly whisk with the 
other. 


Inscription round arms ; 
ialus) lO gol Kya yo 
epla aa reple al agiw pig 
The couplet reads : 
ley BDL ylos = ie y Sen psy 
Translation. With grace and benevolence struck coin in the 
world. Muhammad Ali Shah, Emperor of the 
age. 

This coin is very interesting. Up till so far, the assumption 
was that Muhammad Ali Shah on accession to the throne 
changed the epithet of Lakhnau from Daru-s-saltanat to Battu-¢- 
saltanat, but this coin furnishes direct evidence of the fact that 
even in the first year of his reign, Viz.. 1253 H. (=1837 A.D) ' 
Muhmmad Ali Shah, before introducing the change in the : 
epithet, struck coins with mint name “Suba awadh Daru-s- * 
saltanat, Lakhnau. 


e 
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THE COPPER COINS OF THE BARID SHAHI KINGS 
OF BIDAR. | 


By Mr. Hormuz Kaus, HYDERABAD, DECGAN: 


The history of the five kingdoms of the Deccan that fose 
to power during the decline of the Bahmani Dynasty lies still 
in'darkness. Very little is known of their coins;-and no Museums 
in India or abroad have given them a place in their Catalogues. 

Three coins of the Barid Shahi Dyhasty of Bidar ate 
mentioned in Appendix L of the Annual Report of the Archzo- 
logical Department of H.E.H. the Nizam’s Dominions for 
the year 1340, Fasli. In it, it is presumed that they belong to 
the second king of the line, known in history as Amir Ali Barid 

. (1504-1542), because of the resemblance between these coins and 
, those of the last two Bahmani kings, Waliulllah (929 A.H., 1522 
AD.) and Kalimullah (932 A. H., 1525 A.D.) On the above 
ground it is suggested that a slight alteration be made in the titles 
of the Barid Shahi kings, the second of the line to be styled only 
Amir Barid I, instead. of Amir ‘Ali Barid, and the sixth of the 
line to be called Amir Barid IÍ, instead of Amir Barid. 
Unfortunately, no mention is made there of the metal, size aiid. 
Weight of the coins, but as they are Compared with the large 
Copper coins of the last two Bahmani kings, -which is evident 


- Tom the -legends given, I presume that they are of copper and 


are of the same size. 
In my collection of thé coins of the Muslim kingdoms of 


“x the Deccan, there are thirty copper coins of the Barid Shahi 


ings of Bidar of the following description :— 
FIRST SIZE. 0:80”, diam. © 290 gis. 11 coiüs 
SECOND SIZE (A) 0:65"; diam. .. 180 gis. 1 coin 
SECOND SIZE (B) . 0:65", diam. 125 grs... 1 coin 
THIRD SIZE 0:55”; diam: 90 grs. 17 coins 
D From these thirty coins, I have selected twenty clear -oñes 
~% illustration inthe accompanying plate VIII, of which Nos. 12 
13 show the typical obverse of Nos. 1 to 10. “The hatched 
eles In No. 15 is not quite legible on the coin. - E 
RST SIZE, (Nos. Lto jen o a v. 
Obverse. . GA) gl XLI glans d] - & 
. Reverse. . JS) clad Suo yeh P ON 
whi E 1. VII, 1-11 show all the. eleven coins of the First Size; 3 of 
ca Nos: 10 and 11 were struck very crudely. Pl. VHI; 12-13 


S POLI d : $ : 
how He typical obverse of the above coins, the former showing 
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i i er portion of the die and the latter 
D» E M. Ens they thus facilitate the 
D of the full legend on this side of the coin. The legend 
EE H ALLAH very clearly on one of my coins (No. 12), 
es itissimilar to the one on the obverse of the coin of 
Kalimullah Bahamani, as shown in the Report referred to above; 
(see also LMC. Vol. II, Pl. VIII, No. 39— Editor, S A.S.). The 
reading of the legend on the reverse, as given in the Report, 
ends with «jà! (AL-GHAZI), but from the legend on my 
coins, which fortunately shows the impression from the upper 
die, itis quite clear that it ends with UW} AL-ADIL. In 
some of the coins there are ornaments under the title of the 
king, which may either be space-fillers or mint-marks. 
SECOND SIZE (A). PI. VIII, 15- 


Obverse. ou. ITE 
Reverse. Ual] sl uyy] 


(Note :—It looks like a date below the „ on the reverse ' 


of the coin which may be read as x 97—Editor, S.A.S.). 


This is a unique coin of the series, as the obverse is totally’ 
different from that on the other coins, but the reverse remauus 
the same. Probably, dla (SULTANI) is the denomination 
of the coin, but it cannot be definitely said so owing to the 
absence of the other portion of the legend. 

SECOND SIZE (B). PI. VIII. 14 
Obverse. 99% ilyas wy) 
Reverse. lates saunas} 

This is a dated coin showing the upper gortion of the: 
date 993, Hijri, on the reverse. It appertains to the reign of 
Sultan Ibrahim Barid Shah, the fourth king of the line, who 
ruled from 987-994 A.H.,=1579-1586 A.D. 

THIRD SIZE. PI. VIII, 16-22. 


Obverse. 99p l yao 25,1 
Reverse. UJ] stool 


Of the seventeen coins of this size, nine are dated 993 A.H.,2 
1585 A.D. and like the above (No. 14) belong to the reign of 
Sultan Ibrahim Barid Shah and show nearly the same legends 
These seventeen coins show impression 
right and left portions of the die, from which the above 
complete readings of the legend are reconstructed. 


From the above facts it ma 


BARID SHAH AS-SULTAN 
and not their proper names, 
Ibrahim Barid Shah, Ali Barid 
the dates on the coins that 


) (AL-ADIL), on their crins 
such as, Qasim Barid Shab | 
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Shah, etc. and it is only from | 
they could be attributed to? | 
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particular king. Itis probable that different kings had different | 
endings of their titles such as, AL-ADIL, AL-GHAZI, etc,. 
In the presence of dates on the coins it is not necessary to make 
any alterations in the titles of the kings. 


This note is prepared with the help of the Barid Shahi 
coins in my collection only, hence it is in no way a complete 
description of them. In the light -of further material much 
valuable information could be recorded. 


ee 
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THE NAMES OF THE ILAHI MONTHS 
By V.S, AGRAWALA, M. A., Ph. D. 


Curator, Central Asian Museum, New Delhi. 


One of the boldest innovations of Akbar was the intro. 
duction of the Ilahi era which took the place of the Hijri. 
Abul Fazal thus records the working of the Emperor’s mind: 


‘His Majesty had long been desirous of establishing a new 
era in Hindustan, in order to remove the perplexity that a 
variety of dates unavoidably occasion. He disliked the word 
Hijra (Flight), but was apprehensive of offending ignorant men, 
who superstitiously imagine that this era and the Mohammadan 
faith are inseparable, although it be evident to the sensible part 
of mankind, that dates ure only of use in worldly transaction, 
and can have no connection with religion. But as the world * 
abounds with ignorant people, whilst the number of wise ang.” 
discerning is but small, he delayed carrying his intention into 
execution, till the 992nd year of the Hijera.’? 


i The imperial wish was fulfilled in the year 992 A.H. by 

Amir Fathullah Shirazi, ‘the representative of ancient sages, 

i the paragon of the house of wisdom’. The main features of the 
new era which the learned astronomer contemplating the 

character of the monarch, called Tarikh [ahi were as follows :— 


l. The Era was founded in the 29th year of le. i 
year of Akbar, i.e. in 
992 A. H. When the Farman for the foundation of the Era 
T DUE hen current Ilahr year which was coming toa 
Was 5 ee ref i i 
ERA A vent therefore took place in the begin- 
2. Its initial date coincided with the accession of His 


Imperial Majesty, i. e, Wed gat 
(=11th March 1530, ay, 28 Rabiu-s-sani, 963 A. H. 


3. The year was a True Solar 
a: Bus and 27 seconds and there was no intercalation in its ‘| 
Fe ee to edatigaraya the time was 365 days, — . 
i ae Apala: and 32. prati lās or 
5 hours, 49 minutes, 15 seconds, 0 mtl e 05 S 
4. The names of th 
those of the old Persian m e a a ee 


rdi Era, 
5. à 
The months solar months, of. which the 
l. Ain-Akbari, 


Gladwin'g translation, p. 884, 


year, 365 days, 5 hours 


Were true 
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lengths varied from 29 days to 32, the 31st day being called 
Rua and the 32nd S Aub.! 


The names of the months taken from the Old Persian 
Calender are of special interest, It is a curious accident of 
Indian numismatics that at least four of these names had 

~ appeared about fifteen centuries before Akbar as the names of 
deities on the coins of the Kushana rulers once current through- 
out North India and Gandhara, as we shall see below. Iranian 
months are designated by the names of their respective tutelary 
deities and it is proposed to give here an etymological insight 
into these month names. 


^ 1. FARWARDIN cx25—The first month of the Yazd- 
jardi calender. It derives its name from Ferver, Pahl. fravahar. 
Avestic Pravashi ( saf ), a guardian spirit.” In the Zoroas- 
trian faith the Fravashi is the inner power in every being that 
maintains it and makes it grow and subsist. 


E Originally the Fravashis were the same as the Pitris of the 
Hindus or the Manes of the Latins, that is to say, the ever 
` lasting and deified souls of the dead, but in the course of time 
they gained a wider domain, and not only men, but gods and 
even physical objects, like the sky and the earth, etc., had each 
a Fravashi.® The Fravashis or Fervers were elemental spirits or 
the immortal types of terrestial and other objects. Every created 
eing,—stars, animals, men, even angels hads its Ferver, an 
invisible and ever watchful protector, to be honoured and 
Propitiated by prayer and sacrifice. When a man died, 
is Pereex remained in heaven, and prayers for the dead 
Were offered to their Z'ervers. Funeral ceremonies were instituted 


~in theif honour, and the last ten days of the year were sacred 
pes, to them.* The last ten days of the year (10th-20th March) 

cluded the last five days of the twelfth month Spanda 
~ mad (Isfandarmaz) and the five complementary days of 
| > eltercalation called GatAzs.5 This was the Farvardegan festival 
ot ten days celebrated at the end of the cold season and at the 
*Pproach of the Spring, when the souls of the dead were 


Tah; l. Bee Prof. S.H. Hodivla, Historical Studies in Mughal Numisnatics, The 
" hi Bra, P. 14-18, where it has been shown that the Iláhi months were not ; 
s gorm length, and that Dr. Taylor's ‘Tables of synchronisms between Iláhi 
um Hijri datos (also reproduced in the Punjab Museum Catalogue) are 
Myc table as he took the Il4hi months to be of 30 days’ uniform length. 
Ohri best disoussion of the Ilâhi era and its synohronisms with Hijri, 
ana aan and Saka eras is the paper entitled Tavikh-i-Tlaht by V.S. 
on an > Which is an improvement oven on Hodivala's computations. Ib is based iy 
haq "jünpublishod Skt. Ms, the Parasi-Prakasa by Vedángaráya and oan be 
Gay, Tem. “Te Secy. Shreo Obhatrapati Sambhaji Gharitra Karyalaya, 
" Wadwada, 568 Narayanpeth, Poona. 
harucha, 4vosta- English, & English, Avesta Glossary, 1910, 103 
. m Mestetr, the Zend Avesta Part Il (S. B. E., XXII) p. 179. . 
1 Ancient History of the East by Phillip Smiths, pp-389-890, 
mes et Darmestetr, ibid, p 192 .  - ` FE ie 
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take of new life then beginning to circulate 
during the lon 

ture, that had also been dead z 

aT Si winter. The festival was also called saredha, 
The first month Farwardin followed immediately the festival 


Farvardegān. | 

IL ARDIBIHISHT. 2e. Avestic Asha-vahishta, ‘i 
(Skt zaag ) the second Zorastrian archangel (Amesha Spent) 
the personification of the *holy order" (Rita, Pahlavi Ard) and 
the genius of the sacrificial fire. Sir Aurel Stein read the name 
Ashaeikhsho on a rare type of the coins of Huvishka and 
identified it with the Avestic name Ashavahishta, i.e.. Ardava- 
hishta (Ardibahisht) in later Zoroaster literature. 1 


HI KHURDAD b: Avestic Haurvatāt (esdara, de 
adarfa), *Wholeness", the Genius of Health and Waters’? name 
of the sixth archangel ; Pahlavi Khirdad, Pers. Khurdad. 

IV. TIR » Avestic Tishtrya (AIGA) Pahl, Tishtar, Per. ' 
Tir. In Avestic mythology Tishtrya was the name of the bright 
glorious star, Sirius. It is found represented on the reverse side ^ 
of a unique gold coin of Oeshki (Huvishka) now in the Britis- =} 
Museum.® The standing female deity holds a bow and arrow 
which afforded clue to its true character. ‘Scanning the ranks 
of Zoroastrian deities, we cannot help being reminded of 
Tishtrya, the star Sirius whose later name, Tzr, in Pahlavi and 
Persian actually means *arrow".* The legend on the coin was 
for the first time correctly read by Stein as TEIRO. 


V. AMARDAD s».L—Name of the sixth archangel of 
the Zoroastrian mythology, Avestic Ameretatat (Ge egaatfq); 
“ Immortality” ; Pahl. Amardat, Pers. Amardad.® Qn the 
physical plane Haurvatat and Ameretatat are the guardians 
of the waters and of the vegetable kingdom respectively. A 


Be VI. SHAHREWAR szy (sixth month) name of the third 

a y amorte (Amesha-Spenta), Avestic Khshathra Vairya (GIF 
T aada, Supreme Power, Perfect Rule) which becomes by 
ae py phonetic changes Shahrevar in Pahlavi and Persian. 
fern y tis God represented Perfect Strength, Omnipotence, 
ee etr ely of the Lord. In later times Shahrevaf | 
eee e Lord of the mineral kingdom, the Guardian Angel "| 

metals and other precious things of the great earth.^ 


supposed to par 


1. (n Da a a a 
Antiquary, XVIL (ispa tae Deities on Indo-Soythian coins, Indian ^ 
tead by every worker in the field Vedic epaporinnt contribution which should PP 


ld Vedi S 1 : 
2. Darmosteir, ibid, p. a Vedio a= Asha in Avostio and ard in Pahlavi: 


8. Percy Gardner Th 
and India, in the British Mus, i 

4. Aurel Stein, var mane AM. sve 

6, Bharuoh ibid. p.11, - 


6, LJ. 5 
» LJ.B8, Taraporewala, The Religion of Zarathushira p. 87. 


BO v 


Coins of the Greek and Scythian Kings of Bactris 
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. This deity has been recognised on the coins of Ooeshki 
(Huvishka) The distinctive type of the deity is the well model- 
led figure of a warior in full Greek armour, with Greek helmet, 
; spear and shield. The legend reads on all well preserved 

specimens with uncommon clearness p! AO P HOP O (Shaoreoro) 
— This is the same as Shahrevar. Shahrevar appears already 

in the Avesta; and in later Zoroastrian tradition he is the 


e : 


t) genius of metals. The representation of Shaoreoro, in full 
d metal atmour with Greek helmet and shield, is therefore in 
le signal agreement with the cosmologic character of the 
d |. _Zoroatrian deity.? 
s yn MIHR. y—Avestic Mithra (faa) God of Heavenly 
| Light, the Sun, Skt. Mitra, Pahl. mithro, Pers. mihr, Repre- 
7 sented on Kushāna coins as a standing male deity with a 
le rayed orb round the head, wearing tunic and trousers. The 
pud reads MZOPO (Mioro) with many variations shown by 
r. D Stein. E 
it š VIII. ZBAN obl-Eighth month sacred to the tutelary 
le a ‘deity of waters. The plural form aban is derived from Pahl. 
n^ iano; Avestic apan (as in Apamnapat) Skt. apam, waters. 
w Aban mah is the month sacred to waters, as the genius of 
KS Waters was considered the tutelary deity of this month. Aurel 
of Stein identified this god with the figure of a bearded god with 
d a trotting horse beside him found on a comparatively rare type 
1S of Kanishka coin with the legend LROOASPO, corresponding 
to Aurvat-a$pa (swift-horsed), an epithet of the god Apam-napar, 
off | “the Son_of the Waters" which was turned inro Liharasp.* 
) “IX. AZAR y.—Name of the ninth Zoroastrian month 
H _ detived rom Zend Zthr or Ztar (Fire), Pahl. atro, Persian aaar. 


ES Persian atash is also from the same word. In the Avesta Atar 
spoken of as the son of Ahur Mazda, and Fire is held in very 


4 | _ ~gh religious veneration amongst the Parsis. The Sacred Fire 
ke i Ptatlame in Fire temples under the name of Atash Behram, 
y “ar-Verethraghna, the Victorious Fire.’ 
A eigen DAI Name of the tenth month of the Persian 
2 at year, from’ Dai, Per. 2) ‘yesterday’ which is the same 
4 E. ord as the Sanskrit hyas, Latin heri. 

Ci: BAHMAN we Avestic Voku-Mano (Good Mind) 
— ast t Waa , Pahl. vahuman, Pers. Bahman. In later Zoro- 
1 Sane theology Bahman occupies the first place among the 
d | ~  ¥ Archangels while Ardibihisht, who was once the first, 
is 5 IATER Thé protrusion of the vertioal of this letter has nob come out well, 


A 3 for the sound sh. 
+ 4 Aurel Stein, ibid p. 94; Darmestetr, ibid. 
h: Aurel Stein, ibid, p. 90. 4. Aurel Stein, ibid, p. 91. 
t $ . 8. Taraporevala, ibid, p. 100. 
; 8 atmestetr, B. B, E, ibid, p. 6, footnote, 
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becomes the second. It is said that Vohumano and Asha ! 
stand on either side of Ahura Mazda. | 
xl. ISFANDARMAZ yj» Name of the twelfth 


month. It consists of two words, Avest. Spenta, white or hol 

i d tic Spenta-Armaiti, ‘Hol | 
and amazi, mother Earth, Aves f. ; ; 
Earth, the fourth angel or Amshaspand, the female deity +) =- 
presiding over the earth; Pahl. Spandarmad,: Pers, E í 
Isfandārmaz. 5 ke 


Six of the above months of the Old Persian calender are 
named after the six Archangels or the Holy Immortals (Amesh- 
spentas) called Asha-Vahishta, Vohu-mano, Kshathra-Vairve, 
Spenta-Armaiti, Haurvatat, and Ameretatat. Their place is 
only next to that of Ahur-Mazda and with him they are also 
spoken of as the seven Holy Immortals. Three months are 
known after three kinds of fires, all of divine rank, viz. Mithra 
(Sun), Apam-Napat (Son of the Waters or Lightning) and Atar 
(Fire); one after the starry deity Tishtrya, one after the | 
Fravashis, and the tenth month Dai (yesterday) is named 
arbitrarily as the month prior to the one coming after it. ? 


The adoption of these month names provides another nik ' 
in the chain of evidence proving strong Zoroastrian influence 
on the mind of Akbar. He had become a devout worshipper 
of the Sun, had ordered some Zoroastrian festivals to be pubs 
licly celebrated, had sent for Parsi doctors and religious divine 
and even commissioned the compilation of a dictionary of the 
Old Iranian language and literature which, although begun 
in his reign, was completed in the reign of Jahaegir under 
the name of Favhang-i-Jahangzr7. ; 


Additional Notes and Corrections? | 
By Prof. J. M. Unwala. 4 


pees Kup dm En Mid. Pers. Books Fravartin is from: 
T nam, gen. plu. of *fravarti, comp. $paoprgs. Gi coute» 
itis related to Mid. Pers, Jravatin, aad POMPA fravasi. : 
2. Stein's supposition that Mid. P 7 5 : 
: i . Pers. tz, mp. 59 “arrow 
ie araea over to the name of the month. Tw. is considered 
goo y improbable by Paul Horn, Grundriss der neupersischth D 
Aymologie, Strassburg 1893, s. 91, No. 406. Geiger tak | 
Tir 3 fies of the contraction of the name Tistrya. EN 
ein’s Ashaeikhsha for Ashavahisst oubtfill || 
a seems doubt 
although the rapprochement is striking. It is perhaps APA0^7 
1. Bharuoha, ibid, p. 26, 169-70, et 


2. I am greatly obliged ; ; m 


song 
whiok are gratefully Teproduced here. V, 8 Ae Caro EDD CGU 


« Be 


* 
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ha po=Ar (e.g. in Armin) dust “princess; queen”, J. Kirste 
Orabazes, (S. Wien. AW. 182. Bd. 2, Abh.) s. 18 seq. 

th 4. Amardad, mp. 9lày« Av. Ameretatat and also Ameretat ; 

y the latter form through haplology. 

) à, is 

ty d 5. .Apam napat does not mean “son”, but “grandson” 


e E Germ. “Enkel” of waters". 
T. 060. Mid. Pers. dé mp. de daz is developed from 


Av. dadhvaigh ( &*dww), perf. part. active (atmanepada) from 


sh. | «dà “she who has created ; Creator", by the elision of v after 
DX he consonant. (See H. Huebschmann, Persische Studien, p. 273, 
i yor cy The 8th, 15th and 23rd days of the month are also 
lso called dé, but in order to avoid confusion, they are called dé-pa- 
i Adar (Atur), dé-pa-Mihr and dz-pa-Din respectively, i.e. the 
ig days dz which precede the days Ztur, Mihr and Din (9th 16th 
tar and 24th days). In our common parlance we call them QUIS, 


the A". gaat, aueh. De has thus nothing whatsoever to do with mp. 
ned ` po “yesterday”. 
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A UNIQUE ONE-EIGHTH RUPEE OF JAHANGIR 
By C. R. SINGHAL, BOMBAY. 


The Indian numismatists will always remain under the | 
debt of Mr. R. B. Whitehead for his very valuable contribntja: ~ 
in the field of Mughal Numismatics in India. Over and above 
the Catalogue of Mughal coins in the Punjab Museum which 
was so ably compiled by him, he contributed some importan: 
articles on “Some Notable coins of the Mughal Emperors or 
India” published in three parts in Vols. III, VI and X of the 5th 
series of the Numismatic Chronicle. In these articles he brought 
to light many unique and rare Mughal coins found in the 
collections of various countries in Europe and America and but 
for his efforts, these coins would have undoubtedly remained ‘fao 
unknown to us. The truth of the dictum that no researches can ^ 
be called the last word on any subject is however proved by. 
the discovery of this unique coin which forms the subject-ef— 
thisnote. The coin belongs to my friend Mr. Sadanand M. 
Shukla of Bombay who is a keen collector and a budding 
student of Indian numismatics. No catalogue of Mughal coins 
in India has described a single two-annas piece of Jahangir. 
In part I of his above article, Mr. Whitehead has however, 
described a small silver piece of Ajmer mint, date 1032-18 
(vide No. 99). This piece, which belongs to Mr. Guthrie's 
collection, weighs 23 gts. and is evidently a two-anmus*piece of 
Jahangir. Except of this similarity of denomination, our oin 
is entirely different in mint, date and the legend. The coin is 7” ~~ 
in a very good condition and all the details can be 4 
read quite clearly. The most peculiar thing about the legend” 
is that the Emperor has styled himself as ‘Shah Ghazi and nota] = 
‘Badshah Ghazi’ as can be seen on some of his issues, . The 4 
coin is struck at the Lahore mint in the year 1031217 A. H= ' 
1621 A. D. and it weighs 21.5 grs. The legend runs 8$ 


follows :— 
Obv. in a RH 6 am E 
5 Qu. Rev. in a ee 
dotted circle. Um X dottedieiele ic D 
Ku 
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AN UNPUBLISHED COPPER COIN OF SHAMS-UD-DIN 
MUHAMMAD SHAH BAHMANI. 


Ho 867-887 A.H.=1463-1482 A.D. 


~> By HURMUZ Kaus, HYDERABAD (DN.) 


The legend on the reverse of the gold and silver coins of 


À 


an. 14 72 Shams-ud-din Muhammad Shah III Bahmani ends with the 
"or woras, * 3l and the legend on the reverse of his copper coins, 
5th known up till now, is the same as above but without the last 
eht two words, 5^. The copper coin of this king which is 
the published here for the first time is from my cabinet. The 
but legend on its reverse is the same as the one found 


à on his gold and silver issues*, i e., ending with the words, «+ ols 
à which are not found on his copper coins. The following is & 
» description of the coin illustrated below :— 


| > 


AE Metal. Copper. 
Size. 0.80” diam : 
Weight. 270. grs. 
Date. 869 A.H. 


Obverse, Reverse, 
S z 
AER b [jm 
Wo) od ile ols call 
enel; ; ^18 


Fortunately the reverse shows a complete impression of 
the lower portion of the die, hence the last words, &&l^ ok and 
the date are clearly visible. Portions of the circles gre visible 
~ Partly on both the sides. 


-L1. BeeT. M. Q, Voll II, No, 84-85. Editor, S: 4.8.] ^ — 50 39 
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UNRECORDED LEGENDS ON THE COINS OF 
KALIMULLAH BAHMANI. 


By Hurmuz Kaus, HYDERABAD (DN.) 


The inscriptions hitherto found and recorded on tlit iue 
size copper coins of Kalimullah, the last of the Bahmani 
kings is wi!) sill Ud) allpa} 55,4] on the obverse, and itala!) all} pus 
capil sloy uy? on the reverse. I have a coin of this kins. inuer; 
cabinet which in metal, weight, size and shape is exactly 
similar to the one described above. The legend on the reverse 
is also similar to the one on the reverse of the above coin, 
but the legend on the obverse is totally different from the one 
on the obverse of the above coin. 


aes AS: 
ie unrecorded legend, the subject matter of this note, fühs f TS 
us :— m 

Sly 5,3} Jabs} al) de O6,x 

(Fig. 1.) a 
M k d » qa 03 IgE 
à Auer coin of this king in my cabinet, also” of copper; 
and of the size next smaller to the one described above, is also 


a normal issue in all respects, exce 

ue in all ; pt for the legend on the 
bap which is different from the one on the dum already 
B E The legend is similar to the one now noted 
ove, but without the word Al-Qavi; it reads thus I— c 


dll ala} aJ] US yj 
(Fig. 2.) 
I need not give the readings of the legends on um eve. 


of these coins and other details regarding the weight, size, etc 


. as they are well known t ipe h 
of the Bahmani Dynasiy. collectors and students of the coin^ 4 
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DATE ON ZAFARABAD COIN OF AURANGZEB 


By HURMUZ Kaus, HYDERABAD (DN.) 


Lon 


‘ No date appears on the only known copper coin of 
~ Aurangzeb of Zafarabad mint described by Rai Bahadur 

 "Fi&yag Dayal in Article No. 251 in the Numismatic Suplement 
No. XXXIX of 1925, Plate II, coin No. 6. Its weight is shown 

|. as 320 grains and size as ‘87 of an inch. In the short description 

*^ webthessint, following that of the coin, the author says that this 
is not known to have been represented in copper before. 


UNA LR SL | 


Bidar fell to Aurangzeb in 1657 and was renamed Zafara- 
bad in commemoration of his victory. He ascended the throne 
in 1659 (1069 A.H.) when his name was read in the Khutba and 
RN coins were struck with his imperial titles. Zafarabad coins of 

Shah Jahan, in metals other than copper, of the last year 
» of his reign are known, from which it is evident that Bidar was 
|—-—senamed Zafarabad immediately after its capture. A copper 
coin of Aurangzeb of Zafarabad mint in my cabinet, illustrated 
below, is similar to the one described in the Numismatic Supple- 
ment, referred to above, but is different in size and weight ; its 
regnal year 2«! (Ahad) corresponds to A.H. 1069/1070. 


The following are the details of the coin :— 


Les Metal. Copper. 
E Weight. 125 grs. 
E d Size. W 
D à inm Date. R. Y. 1. (=1069/1070. A.H.) 


T F Mint. Zafarabad. E 
aL 
: 


Reverse. 


pays 
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f > 
THE TITLE “HAZRATH” OF MINT SULTANPUR 
(WARANGAL). 
By H. Kaus, HYDERABAD (DN.) jem 
Warangal was captured along with Bidar, by Prin uj S 
then known as Ulugh Khan, during the short reign of his 
father from 720 to 725 Hijri. After doing away with his 
father the Prince ascended the throne with the title of me 


Muhammad bin Tughlag, and ruled from 725 to 72z rupi. - 
Warangal was renamed Sultanpur and was given the status 
of an imperial mint, giving it the titles, “Zakhth-Gah” and 
* Dar-ul- Mul". 


Illustrated below isa coin from my cabinet, struck by 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq, at Sultanpur, showing the hitherto 
unrecorded title *Hazrath". The metal is copper, and the 
coin roughly measures 0:55" in diameter and weighs 65 grain 
The inscription runs as follows :— 


" Obverse, Reverse 
Use = sd. 
sli oua TE 
3 LÀ 
On his earlier coin Muhamm i j 

; : ad bin Tughlaq has paid 
tribute to his father, whom he had assassinated, b ss j sa 

in his memory, and by i 


mentioning his father's name after 12” 
em m used the word “Shah” very quagb use hi 1 
a Hence this coin with the word Shah should belong ™, 

to the closing years of his reign. ald An 
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New 
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J, N. S. l., 1945 Plate VII 


Obverse d 'Reverse 


NEW MUGHAL COINS, 
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Please read Pl. VII for Pl. V on p. 65 lines 5. 19 and 38 and P. 66 lines 8, 24 


and 49. 
ee 


SOME UNPUBLISHED MOGHUL COINS: 


By CAPT. P.S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD (DN.) 


ie A MINTLESS MOHUR OF JALALUDDIN AKBAR. 


í ee AJ. Wt. 186:69 grs. Size 79. - 
Mint—Mintless type. Date 33 R. Y. Illahi. Pl. V, x 


i Degene Obverse. Reverse: 


' In double square within a 
triple circle, the middle one of Contained as 
dots, and separated from the square obverse. 


by four ornamental wavy lines, on 
floral background. 


AS ail zal pp 
M UNE »sl Sa Ue 


~e Square Mohurs of 33rd R.-Y. are known, but no round 
Mohurs of the same year have yet been published. 
ISLAMABAD RUPEE OF AURANGZEB *ALAMGIR. 
2. R. ‘Wt. 175-77 grs.. Size -9" - 
Mint Islamabad (Chittagong). Date 1076 A.H.—8 R.Y. 
; PI. V, 2 
bverse. aa Reverse. 
& Ihe usual ‘Badre Munir’ 


Pate plet. 


[A] 
2. ob p&p] 3 
[r1] vt? yh 
eiat 
vus 
— isis an early type with Mint name ou the top line on 
the teversé, but this is not the interesting point. . It is dated 
1076 A. H.; when Chittagong was renamed Islamabad in that 
es on the conquest of Arakan by Aurangzeb. This is the 
. is; Moghul isstié from this rare mint. Though gold and silver 
sues of 1074 A.H. are known, they do not belong to 
dare and their probable attribution to any place is 
ik tful. .Chakna is the only possible suggestion offered. by 
m of y ite, Profesor S. H. Hodivala. Vide article No. 211 
Wie 7S: XXXIV. —- z SEAE ae 


Nae 


- .PARENDA MOHUR OF AURANGZEB. — 
eae W 170 en SEM n. 
_ Mint Parenda. Date 1118 A.H.; 51, R. Y. Pl. 
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Obverse.. Reverse. 
‘Mehr Munir’ couplet and ust 
date J1JA Cete 

yl 0| iu 
e] 
las yw 


Mintmark and below 4» Mintmark and below y> of owsa 


This coin is given in enlaged size also on PI. V in order 
to show clearly the mint marks referred to above. 


This is the earliest Mughal mohur from Parenda mint: 
Parenda is now situated in Osmanabad District, H^177Z1 uie | 
Nizam's Dominions, vide JV. S. XXXI article No. 196 (x) by 
the late Professor S. H. Hodivala and subsequent discovery 
of Rupees with clear and complete mint name, Parenda, was 
published in the Report of the Archeological Department, 
of H.E.H. the Nizam’s Dominions 1921-1924 A.D. i 

Mohurs of Farrukhsiyar and Shah ’Alam Bahadur are“ | 
known. This is a third and unique mohur of Aurangzeb from: | 
Parenda mint that has been brought to light. The Mint mark 
or decorations also appear to be new and so far as I know, it 
is the latest known gold issue of this Emperor. 


FEROZGADH RUPEE OF AZIZUDDIN ’ALAMGIR II. 


4: A. Wt. 178 grs Size -85" 
Mint Firozgadh. Date 1172 A.H. ; 4 R.Y. PI. V, 4 


S Obverse. Reverie: 
gl elle ET 
s ty e 
[11] vr. ac. soft] UA : 
Siro Sy ae MM 
UO vele fr El 


ED 
$5, [5] 


ide Report of the Archaeological 
zam's Dominions 1924-1925 A.D: 


Pages 19 and 20) but so far no coin of Azizuddin 'Alamgir Il 


has yet been published. 


identified with Yadgir, now in 

; H.E.H. the Nizem'siDominions, by the lat 

Lm de N.S. XXVIII article No. 182). 

e nee i also a mohur of Shah "Alam Bahadur or ia” Wh) 

cae um unas iection with date 1122 A.H.—4 r. y, 88 |. 

dated 1122 A.H 2^2 um, Lahore, (Coin No. 20000 TA A. 
. PI. Y, 
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A NOTE ON SOME COPPER COINS OF PERSIA. 


By Mr. M. I. CHAUDHARI, AG. CURATOR, PROVINCIAL 
MUSEUM, LAHORE 


"rersian or Iranain coins have been always finding their 
way to India. Even Laris of Persian origin have been dis- 
| covered in one hoard in the Madras Presidency along with 
veins. of Muhammad Shah, the Mughal Emperor. I have had 
opportunities of examining a very large number of these coins in ° 
Bombay, Aden, Sind and the Punjab and had to display quite 
recently all Persian coins in the Punjab Museum Cabinet for 
the Persian Cultural Mission, when they visited Lahore. It will 
_ be worth while bringing to the notice of numismatists the true 
a reading of legends and significance of some of these coins. 
EC "The coin No. 576 which has been illustrated in Pl. XV of 
- "he Catalogue of the Coins of Shahs of Persia in the British 
Museum has been described by R.S. Poole as follows :— 


Obv : Lion recumbent; head facing; behind, sun ; 


I. above, star ; between 1272 around wreaths. 
Siw 
Rev = 
4 aly ob 
dui wiyh sè sume 


T AS Obverse struck by Nasirud-din, 1272. 


3 This type of coins is very common and after examining a 
~| — fairly large number of them I read the reverse as follows :— 


al. - aly ub 
Ad M eb 
cal ey] Savy yee 
„D. 


The legend given in the B. M. C., even as it is, does not 

| -~ give a good sense, as it means “Pice current in the countries of 
uhammad Shah and Iran” as if Iran is different from the 

. Countries of Muhammad Shah. But it is wrong, for “in the ^ 
~~ Sense of king is always written as 8 and never as a2 with 

Clear alif after 4 There are no dots on s to make it «è 

Ji-the. mlate itself. We do not hear of ule gi tle slissme tle or 

SUCUS — ile tle whereas sb le — oly bare well known. 


: The ; of «wm is almost clear on the coin and I have 
«."Xamined coins where &«js» is almost clear on the coin, The 


C 
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word &s. not only give a good sense but is also in keeping 
with the traditional numismatic way of suffixing the word &»ja. 
with or without the definite article U! al with the towns and 
countries.. I know of 14 mints of Asia, Africa and Europe 
having the word &)= with them.  Ferozabad, Damascus, 
Ceuta, Cairo, Constantinople and Azaq may be mentioned as es 
important mints with £594! as their suffix. 


: ery 

Thus the true legend on Rev: is «b seyme Slee ei umji 
which means “Pice current in the garrisoned or protected 
provinces of Iran". 


This type of coin, I further believe, belongs to the autono- 
mous currency of Persia.? 


: X. For other mints with TINTE AER 
Musalman Numismaties, čtv] seo pp. 127-198 of Codringtou 


. 2. Compare autonom si F x 
of cains of Shahs of Lessin, cus copper coins 1 to 6, pp. 212-18 of the B. 20 5 g 
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COINAGE BEARING THE NAMES OF INDIAN QUEENS 
By SIR RICHARD BURN, OXFORD. 


The discovery of some small silver coins bearing the name 
‘ef Rent Lalita-sundari Devi of Nepal suggested a study of 
the circumstances which have attended the coinage of money 
inthe names of queens. It will be seen that it has resulted 
|« „from a variety of motives and often illustrates vividly and 
confirms” the written annals. In some cases, the practice has 
been due to the assumption of, or claim to, Sovereign power ; 
in others it has been due to honour paid by a ruling sovereign 
to his consort, and in one to superstitious fears. 


: In the Muslim East the right of coinage was looked on as 
|^ a royal prerogative. The late Professor Hodivala has said : 
| "The proclamation of the regnant appellation and titles of the 
"actual occupant of the throne or of a presumptive claimant to 
the masnad in the Friday prayers, and the stamping of money 
inscribed with his Alga@b were universally regarded as mani- 
festoes of unchallenged supremacy or incontrovertible proof of 
rebellion and treason".! 


But before Islamic restrictions had reached India, there is 
a remarkable example of feminine influence. Kshemagupta, 
who ruled Kashmir from 950 to 958 A.D., married Didda, 
davstiter of a Shahi chief and grand-daughter of King 
Bhima, one of the Hindu rulers of Kabul and Ohind. She 
~ douunated her feeble husband, and as Kalhana says in his 
Chronicle ; “As Didda, the Shahi's daughter, wholly engrossed 
his mind, the King became known by the humiliating (appella- 
tion) Diddakshema".? This condition is reflected on the coins 
of Kshema, which usually bear the inscription ‘Di-Kshema’, 
coins with "Kshema alone being very rare.? Her later history 
often recalls Virgil’s “furens quid femina possit", though it 
May be admitted that she had to face many troubles and did 
So bravely. After her husband's death she exercised full powers 
| > for her infant son with a succession of ministers, and constant 
| rebellions to check. The son died in 972 and in the next 
A Seven years Didda’s lust for power led her to get rid of two 
Of her grandsons and a son, so that she now reigned alone 
from 980 to 1003. Coins struck by her in her own name are 
irs GR most common of the medieval issues of Kashmir. 


E l. Historical Studies in Mughal Numismatics, p. 380, . 
^ 2. Rüjatarangini, trs. Stein, I, p. 249. ire 
3. Cunningham, Coins of Medieval India, p. 45 n. 21. 
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Stein points out that, with all the defects of character, she 
showed great political ability and at her death the throne 
passed peaceably to her brother’s son,! whom she had selected 

by a test from her numerous young nephews. She had a E. 
quantity of apples thrown down and told the princes to scram. | | 
ble for them. When the contest was over, she noticed that aie 
most of the youths had few apples but many bruises, while one j | 
had much fruit and no injuries. His explanation was naive but. | 
sufficient: “I got the fruits by making those (boys) fight 1| 
furiously with each other while I kept apart, and thus I remained 
unhurt. What successes do not fall to the share of those Who } 
without exerting themselves excite the passions of Ghoasang | ~ 
stand by with a cool mind’’?. 


known to have struck coins in her own name. This was 
Somaladevi, wife of Ajayaraja, the Chahamana chief of 
Sambhar in Rajputana, who ruled a century later than Didda 
of Kashmir. Her coins were incorrectly read by Cunningham 
(Coins of Medieval India, p. 49 and PI. VI-10,12;- “and 
assigned to a Raja, but the correct reading was pointed out—-| 
by Rapson (J.R A.S., 1900, p. 121). Though Rapson was not 
able to identify the lady, it became certain that she was a 
Rani of Sambhar from the details in the Prithvzraja-vijaya 
which states that Ajayaraja filled the world with silver coins 
and the poets filled it with dramas composed in good |, 
literature,? The author adds that his queen Somalekha used | 

t 

1 


A 


ibm 
aS. 


Unfortunately we have fewer details of the next lady | 


a 


Se Pr a 


Bijolia it appears that Somalekha was another form of Somaa.4 
Professor Rapson, in an unpublished note suggests that Somala- 
devi may have struck the coins as regent for her son, after~ 
her husband's death. It is, however, noteworthy that the only 
; known copy of the Prithviraja-vijaya was written in the Sarada | 
character of Kashmir, and there are good reasons for believing “N 
that its author was a Kashmiri pandit (J.R. 4,8 633,9» 
260-1) and it may be that Somaladevi knew of Didda’s 
exploits and assumption of the royal prerogative of coining. 
The next example of coinage by Ranis is more than three 
centuries later and, as will be shown, coinage in the names of 
Hindu ladies is otherwise known only in states in the Himalayas ^ 
or adjacent tracts, Nepal, Assam and Tippera. 


Owing to the seclusion of wo m inage ~ 
i 3 x romen by Muslims, coinage 
beering their Names is unusual. Raziyya who was Queen of 
northern India for a few years (1236-40 A. D.) strazi—2:05/ 


l. Tarajgini, I, pp, 104- 
2 D. VI, 860-1, P: 104-6. 


J. R. A. S., 1913 
+) 1913 p, 272, 
4, Bhandarkar, Lisi of Inscriptions of Northern India, No, 844. 


a 


to coin fresh coins every day. From an inscription found at 
i 


n 
i 
i 


be p ee ee e EN ti o E 


"rM O © 


t 


if 
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ip her own name, but attached to it the minor lagab of al- 
mu‘aazam, while she described her father Iltutmish as al-aagm. 
She had been called to the throne in place of an unworthy 
half-brother, owing to her reputation for sagacity, and during 
her short reign appears to have been generally wise and 
energetic. But the times were troubled and her appointment 
ne | ofan African to high office aroused the jealousy of Turk nobles 
mt- | and a fresh rebellion replaced her by another half-brother. It 
= js not improbable that her accession to royal power and her 
coinage were known to Shajarud-Durr who founded the Bahri 
|. Mamlüks and reigned at Cairo for nearly three months in 1250 

"ud struck coin in her own name, describing herself as *Queen 
of Muslims" and “Mother of the Realm". The impropriety 
of assumption of sovereign powers by a woman was pointed 
out by the Caliph of Baghdad and Shajar-ud-Durr married 
Aibaq and proclaimed him as Sultan, but like Didda Rani she 
la held all power herself and when Aibag intrigued with a 
|" neighbouring ruler, she had him murdered in his bath, under 
, hes.own superintendence. Three days later, in 1257 she 
herself was beaten to death with bath clogs at the instigation 
of a divorced wife of Aibaq.! 


A pleasing contrast to the careers of Raziyya and Shajar- 
ud-Durr is seen in the numismatic records of the three ladies who 
tuled in Bhopal State during the nineteenth century. Qudsia 
{ > Begam (1819-37) struck coins in the name of the old Emperor 
_ Oof Delhi, and the money of Sikandar Begam (1844-68) is 
anonymous. Shah Jahan Begam I (1861-1901) did, however, 
issue copper coins with her own title.? 


5 Coins are, of course, known bearing the name of Nar 
Jahan, wife of Jahangir, and struck during his life time. They 
Were noticed by contemporary European traders in India and 
legends grew up about them. But Professor Hodivala has 
Shown (J. A. S. B., 1929, pp. 59-68) by a comparison of dates 
and mints that they were issued only in towns which were under 
the control of members of a party supporting the influence of 
he Empress. They cannot be taken as evidence of an in- 
dependent power. A zodiacal muhr published by Dr. White- 
ead? is an apparent exception, as its inscription gives the 
Empress the title of Badshah and styles the Emperor by the 
esser title of Shah. It was struck in the 21st year of the reign 
at Lahore, when Jahangir had just been released from the 
| Captivity of Mahabat Khan, and it may have been intended to 
| 29k the greatness of Nur Jahan’s influence. But it is also 
i E 


^ 


Se 
l. .B. M. C. Oriental Coins, LV No. 469 and pp. xvii sq. 


3. Indi Catalague. LV, p. 280 sq. 
8. NO L p. 198. This valuable paper also summarises the 


Tumours collected by Europeans about Nir Jahan and coinage, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
72 JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA ` 


possible that the use of the title was merely due to the exigen. 
ciés of metre as the names of both Jahangir and Akbar 
sometimes appear with the appellation of Shah only. 


The coinagc of Assam gives examples of a different motive 
for placing the name of a queen on coin. It is said that Siva 
Simha, the Ahom ruler from 1714 to 1744, was superstitious 
and completely under the influence of Brahmans and astrolo. 
gers. They had predicted that his reign would be short and he 
set himself to avoid this prophecy by placing the name of his 
wife on the coinage and declaring her to be the ruler with all, 
royal rights, including that of striking coin. The morey_bears” 
the name of Siva Simha and of three queens in succession!, 
While there is no reason to doubt the correctness of the records 
on which this explanation is based, a precedent for the mention 
of the queen’s name existed in the practice of a neighbouring 
State. Coins are known of 19 Rajas of Tippera of dates 
between 1467 and 1869 A.D., and 16 of these placed the names 
of queens on their money. As these names do not occur. on 
every type issued, it is possible that the other three may also ' 
have observed the practice and in this State the use of the^ 
queen's name seems to have been to honour the royal consort. 


It is, however, in the kingdom of Nepal that we have the 
fullest information. about coinage in the name of queens, 
derived from the coins themselves, from the State chronicles 
and Ieports from British travellers and officials. Examples 
are given-of mere courtesy, of feminine dominance and again 
of intrigue and counter-plot. 

a à very full descri 
ash appeared in the Journal of the Royal Asiati j M o 
1908 (pp.669-759) ; at : n a dee 


ae in which the names of queens appear on coins. This practice 

egan in the reign of Pratapa Malla (1639-89) of Kathmandn, 
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Pratapa Malla’s sons Parthivendra Malla, who was allowed to 
reign for a short time during his father’s life-time, placed the 
name of his wife Rajya-lakshmi-devi as well as his own on his 
money in 1682, and the example was followed by a successor 
Jaya Jagajjaya in 1732 whose queen was Kumudini Devi. A 
similar practice was followed in the State of Patna, which had 
divided from Kathmanda about 1603. Here Yoga Narendra 
Malla fifty years later struck coins bearing in addition to his 
own name (l) that of Yoga-lakshmi-devi alone (2) those of 
Yoga-lakshmi-devi and Narendra-lakshmi-devi together and 
(3) of Narendra-lakshmi-devi and Pratapa-lakshmi-devi to- 
gether. And a successor Jayendra Malla similarly honoured 
his queen Bhagavati Devi. 


Feminine influence was, however, strong in Nepal, and 
evidence of this appears both from the chronicles and from the 
coins. Thus Yogamati, who appears to have been the widow of 
, Raja Yoganarendra of Patna, had her name placed on coins 
“along with those of two infant sons in succession, viz. Loka 
Prakasa Malla (1707) and Vira Narasimha Deva (1709). In 
1746, when the Newar rulers were losing their grip and the 
danger of Gorkha conquest was increasing, coins were struck 
separately in the name of a boy called Jyoti Prakasa Malla 
and also in that of Jaya-lakshmi-devi, who describes herself as 
Janani or Queen Mother. The coins are clear though the 
chronicle gives the lady’s name as Dayavati. (Wright, pp. 223- 
4). The same appellation is used by Kumudini-devi, widow of 
Jagajjaya Malla, whose name had already appeared with that 
of her husband. Jagajjaya died in 1732 and was succeeded 
y his son Jaya Prakasa, who also coined in his own name. 
The coin which bears the name of Kumudini-devi alone is 
dated by Mr. Walsh (No. 39, p. 730)in 876 of the Newar era, 
Corresponding to 1756 A.D. This date falls in the troubled 
Period when the three Newar rulers were at loggerheads and 
the Gorkhas were gradually sapping their power. 


The Gorkha conquest was completed by 1768 and Prithvi 
arayana, the first Raja of the whole state, allowed his Rani 
Narendra-lakshmi-devi to strike coins in her own name in 
71. His son and successor Pratapa Simha Saha reigned for 
‘only 3 years (1774-7) and allowed the name of his wife 
ajendra-lakshmi-devi to appear, without his, on coinage of 
l775 and 1776. Feminine influence increases from this period, 
d “hile the Rajas themselves show the decline from manly 
|. "i&our which brought the nominal Rajas and Maharajas of 

 . Spal under the actual control of Ministers or Commanders- 
In-Chief. 


l. Insoription No. 22, pp. 192-98, Indian Antiquary, 1880, 
10 
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When Rana Bahadur succeeded his father in 1777, he was 
only three years old and the Queen Mother again struck COins 
in her own name (1778). Here she was clearly asserting her 
authority as Bahadur Saha, brother of the late king, had 
hastended back to Nepal from British territory to seize the 
powers of regent for his infant nephew. Till the Rani died in 
1795, these two remained on terms of enmity, though at one > Y 
time it was alleged that a secret marriage had taken place 
between them. . As Mr Walsh explains (p. 712), Ràna Bahadur 
assumed power for himself in 1795 and imprisoned his uncle, 
His own marriages led to great trouble, which is illustrated by 
the coinage. His first wife appears to have been Lalita Tripura `J | 
Sundari, a daughter of a king of another small state in Nepal, 
a lady who stands out in the history of the country for her Y 
intelligence and devotion. Unfortunately, she had no son and s 
Rana Bahadur first took a slave girl,! by whom he had an i 
illegitimate son, and then formally married a Brahman widow C 

7 
d 


from Tirhut, whose son Girvana Yuddha Vikrama Saha Jy». 
eventually succeeded him. This last connection between a^ 
Rajput and a Brahman woman and events which folle=-<d so. 


shocked religious sentiment that in 1799 or 1800 Rana Bahadur a 
had to leave Nepal and repent in the holy precincts of Benares n 
where he married again. He had designated as his successor & 
his son Girvana Yuddha, whose name appears on coins from f 
1799 onwards. f 
Even before Rana Bahādur’s accession to power coins were ' | ' à 
struck i» the name of Rajaraje$vari-devi (1789, 1790, 1794), ; b 
who was apparently the slave gir] he had taken as concubine. 0 
` Mr. Walsh's description of the coins struck in the names of d 
Nepalese queens in the first half of the 19th century, viz. of S 
Siddhi-lakshmi-devi (Nos. 50-1), Lakshmi-devi, Sundari-devi T 
(Nos. 64-8) and Samrajya-lakshmi-devi (No. 69) does not l 
always give the detailed inscriptions on the coins or the dates ü 
on them. At p. 712 he describes the Brahman lady married m 
by Rana Bahadur as Rajendra-lakshmi-devi and assigns to her $ 
two coins bearing that name, as widow of her husband (No. 21) e 
and as regent for her son Girvana Yuddha (No. 34), From st 
ie dates on these coins, however, (1776 and 1778) it is clear s 
pa: he Rajendra-lakshmi-devi of the coins is the widow 0 `ch 
o apa Simha Saha, father of Rana Bahadur. I cannot fin re 
Ts Fey te name of the Brahman lady. It is, howeveb on 
at ana Bahadur did not, as Mr. Walsh suggests: lg 

appoint her as Regent for Girvana Yuddha, when he retired to # , 
enares as she had dj Bed 1 E h 
led before his exit. 2 e 18 


l. B. H. Hogdson in : z he 
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The British Museum coins are not at present available for 
study, but Mr. J. Allan, the Keeper, has kindly given me a 
list of those struck about this period. Two are of ladies whose 
names I cannot trace in the records, viz. Suvarna-prabha-devi 
(1801) and Amara-RajeSvari-devi (1802). Possibly they were 
other wives of Rana Bahadur. There is also a Siddhi-lakshmi- 
devi, whose coins are dated in 1810 and 1814, and who may 
have been the wife married by Rana Bahadur during his exile. 


Mr. Walsh quotes coins of Lakshmi-devi as Sundari-devi, 
(1816-32) Nos. 64 to 68, and implies (p. 712) that the names 
appear jointly. In Mr. Allan’s list, however, no coins are given 
with the names of two Ranis. Recently I acquired three coins 
struck in the name of Lalita-sundari-devi, the dates on which 
are significant in the light of the known history, and this is 
confirmed by Buchanan, (Kingdom of Nepal, 1819, pp. 251-2). 
This lady who had accompanied her husband to Benares, 
decided to return in 1802 to Nepal, where a Pande Minister had 
instz'led the former slave as regent. She was followed shortly 
afterwards by Rana Bahadur himself, who though he did not 
replace his son on the throne, continued to be a cause of hatred, 
especially among the Brahmans whose endowments he had 
forfeited, and to whom his earlier acts of sacrilege and wrong- 
ful marriage had been most repugnant. In 1807 the passage 
of a jackal through the city of Kathmandü was interpreted as 
an evil omen. A plot to get rid of Rana Bahadur was headed 
by his illegitimate brother Sher Bahadur, whom he summoned 
on some pretext and ordered to proceed to the fighting in the 
district west of Nepal. In the quarrel which took place 
Sher Bahadur killed his brother and was himself slain by a 
Thapa, the father of Sir Jang Bahadur who became famous 
later. The chronicle reports that Lalita Tripura Sundari Devi 
then became regent with Bhima Sena Thapa as her chief 
Minister?, and this is confirmed by one of the new coins dated 
Saka 1729 df 1807 A.D. For a quarter of a century these two 
Managed the affairs of the state with credit. A second coin 
Struck in her name alone is dated Saka 1738 or 1816 A.D., the 
Year in which Girvana Yuddha died, and according to the 
chronicle (p. 284) Lalita Tripura Sundari continued to be 
"egent for her step-grandson Rajendra Vikrama Saha, who was 
only two years old when he succeeded. A third coin of this 
lady in the British Museum is dated 1819. Two coins bearing 
the name of Goraksha Raja Lakshmi Devi, dated 1813 and 
1816, were probably money of a wife of Girvana Yuddha. 


According to the chronicle it was about this time that 
Bhima Sena, the Prime Minister, recommended that the young 


1. Wright, History of Nepal, p. 288. 
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Raja, when he was aged about 10 or 11, should be married. 
Coins had already been struck in his name alone, but the 
British Museum contains two coins struck in 1823 and 1824 
in the name of Samrajya-lakshmi-devi, the first part of this 
name being apparently equivalent to ‘Supreme ruler’. My third 
coin of Lalita-sundari-devi is also dated in 1824 and wag’ 
probably struck to issert the reality of her power. Mr. Walsh’s 
reference, pp. 712-3, to a Rajendra-lakshmi-devi as grand. 
mother of the young Raja seems mistaken. 


À vivid description of the intrigues which followed in the 
Nepalese court is given in Sir William Hunter's Life of B. H, 
Hodgson, who was assistant Resident or Resident at Kathmandi 
from 1824 to 1843. Rani Lalita-sundari-devi died in 1832, 
having guided the affairs of Nepal with the assistance of Bhim | 
Sena in the interest of the state according to her lights. The | 
Raja, as Hodgson reported in 1833 (p. 144), was of little ||. 
account, but had a most ambitious senior Rani, whom I take 7} > 
to have been Samrajya-lakshmi-devi. After the dates of, the 
two coins mentioned, there is a break but her name appears 
\ again on coins dated 1833 and 1837. The earlier date 
coincides with the beginning of the Rani's intrigues to restore 
to power members of the Pande clan which had been ousted 
from public office by Bhim Sena. The year 1837 was one of 
revolution and counter-revolution in Nepal (Life, p. 153) and 
n duet that year, when the Senior Rani’s youngest child * | 
ied, Bhim Sena was accused of having bad it poisoned and ^ 
was thrown into prison and the rest of his family placed under 
arrest. Bhim Sena remained in prison under revolting con- 

ditions and subjected ‘ther ; ill i j 
bjected to further charges till in 1839, when he 
committed suicide in despair. For a time the rival clan held 
ee uS the Senior Rani (Samrajya) was subject to extra- 
m EU of passion and was finally forced into exile and 

in 1841. A junior Rani, wh I e "ti 
T5 : nl, who had been supporting the 
apas, obtained her full political rights as Queer i mary. 
1843 according to Hodes Lif SESS I Jfer : 
Gio eae gson (Life, p. 144) and I take it that 
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they were probably issued by way of courtesy, like the coins 
of Tippera. : 


POST-SCRIPT BY THE CHIEF EDITOR 


If by Indian queens, we mean queens who ruled in India, 
and not necessarily those who were Indians by birth, we may include 
in this paper two Indo-Greek queens, Agathokleia and Calliope. 
The former was the regent for her infant son Strato I. In the 
beginning she issued coins with her name and bust on the 
obverse and her infant son's name only on the reverse. » Later 
on, when Strato I was associated with her as the crown-prince, 
Agathokleia issued coins with conjugate busts of herself and 
her son. When eventually Strato ascended the throne he 
issued his own independent coinage. All these types are 
illustrated in Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1, Pl. VII Nos. 4 
19,20,25. Calliope has been associated with Hermaios on a 
' conjugate bust type, and it is usually assumed that she was | 
\ his “queen. Whether she wasa Greek or Scythian lady and 
what precisely is the significance of her appearance on the 
coinage of Hermaios, are still matters of conjecture only. 
Laodice, who appears along with her husband Heliocles on a 
coin of Eucratides, was most probably not a queen, the coin 
in question being a commemorative medal. 


A number of queens like Nayanika and Prabhavatigupta 
tuled as regents in ancient India, but they did not issue any 
coins. Kumaradevi, the Queen of Chandragupta I who was 
a Lichchhavi princess, invariably appears on her husband’s 
coins on the obverse. The king and the queen face each other, 
and the names of both of them are inscribed on the obverse. 
Mr. J. Allan holds that these are commemorative medals, 
C.C. G. D., pp. xiv ff), but Smith held. that they were the 
issues of Chandragupta I himself. The present writer has 
adduced additional reasons in support of the theory that these 
are no commemorative medals, but the normal issues of 
Chandragupta I and Kumaradevi (Wumismatie Supplement, 
XLVII, pp. 105 ff.) 
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SOME FACTS ABOUT THE INDIAN MINT AND 
MONEY DURING THE LATE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 


By Dr. DINES CHANDRA SIRCAR, M. A., PH. D., 
Calcutta University. E 


Not much is known about the problems regarding the 
ancient Indian mint and currency. But we have some idea of 
the monetary problems relating to the late medieval period of 
Indian history. It may be suggested that a number of facts 
known about the mint and money of the seventeenth or 
eighteenth century India were also true in the case of minting 
in the pre-Musalman days. "Thus the facts which are summa- 
rily discussed in the following notes are not without bearing 
also on the study of early Indian numismatics. 


. —? 6 
1. THE MARATHA MINT UNDER THE PESHWAS 


The Hindu view as regards mint and currency is supposed 
to be reflected in the following observation: “No Government 
has the right to close its mints or to say that the currency of 
the country was either deficient or redundant. That is a 
question solely for the bankers, traders and merchants to 
consider. If they do not require money, they will not purchase 
bullion to be coined. ‘The duty of Government is merely to 
assay all bullion brought to the mint for coinage and to return 
the value of the bullion in money"! The great Sivaji also 
advocated the same policy. This is ap 
to the prayer of the English merchants of the East India 
Company that their “money 1 
The English were informed that the Maratha king “forbids 


mber of coins, nor on the other side 
take those monies whereby they 
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i us Writings, p. 380, 
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the guidance of the civil courts in the Bombay Presidency, no 
less than 38 gold coins and more than 120 silver issues are 
mentioned as current in different parts of the country, so as to 
ive the relative intrinsic values of the local currencies in 
exchange of Queen Victoria's coins. 1 


d. The natural corollary of this system, as we see in the 
Peshwa period, was private minting which was not free but 
licensed. The owner of private mints was usually a sonar or 
goldsmith who had to pay for the license. The fee was paid in 
the shape of a royalty to the government, which varied in 


A | different cases. The holder of the mint license was responsible 
f for preserving the purity of the metal for coining and for 
ts keeping up the standard proportion in the alloy. Violation of 
x | the contract led to punishment by fine or cancellation of the 
| license. There is an interesting record which illustrates the 
S | system of private minting in the dominions of the Peshwa. 


Nagothane and to coin pice 10 mashas in weight. If pice of the 
- prescribed weight is coined, it will be alright; but if the pice is 
maae ‘less weighty he will be fined".? It was a license for the 
period of 3 years, for which Balaji Bapuji had to pay Rs 50 
for the first year (in 4 instalments of Rs. 12. 8 as. each), Rs. 75 
for the second year (in 4 instalments of Rs. 18. 12 as. each), and 
Rs 100 for the third year (in 4 instalments of Rs. 25 each).3 


The Peshwas naturally did not tolerate unlicensed mints 
and debased coins. In some provinces of the Peshwas’ domi- 
nions, however, the land-holders established their own mints 
from which counterfeit coins were issued. The province of 
Dharwar was especially notorious for minting debased coins. 
The first reference to this fact is probably contained in a record 
of 1760-61 A. D. of the time of Balaji Baji Rao.* “In Subha 
Dharwar, the mints for coining Hons, Mohars and Rupees issue 
false coins. In the old mints good coins were struck. Recently 
the Zamindars have established mints almost at every house 
and are issuing bad coins.” In order to remedy this evil, it 
Was proposed to abolish the spurious mints and to eslablish a 
‘central mint. A license for the proposed central mint was 
granted to Pandurang Murar. “It causes loss to the Govern- 
Ment. You represented that all these mints should be abolished 
and in their place a central mint should be established at 

harwar. Bad coins should be discontinued and good ones 
sued. Such a measure will be profitable to the Government. 
erefore agreeing with your views that the continuation of 


d: B 2074 et eee ORD UD” co 


1. Ranade, op, cit., p. 381. 

2. P. D., II, p. 157. i? 
8. Sen, Ad. Syst. Mar., p. 819. : 
4. P. D. II, p, 164. 
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the issue of bad coins is not desirable and should be discon. 
- tinued, the management has been entrusted to you. Yoy 
should pull down the mints established in different places and 
found a central mint at Dharwar. You should also destroy 
the bad coins and issue good ones. The customary charge 
from former time is one Mohar for each thousand Mohars and 
one Rupee per thousand. The work of the mint should be 
profitable; therefore the Sawkars have been exempted from 
this charge for one year from Rabilakhar, San Ihide, to Rabi- 
lakhar, San Issanne Sitain. After this you should take the 
customary due of 6 per thousand coins and remit the same to 
the Government. In addition to this, take one coin more with 
the free consent of the Sawkars ia your own name and remit 
that also to the government. Your dues will be afterwards 
fixed according to your service "! It is interesting to note that 
the customary mint charges were 7 coins per thousand—6 for 
. the Government and 1 for the manager of the mint. The 
reform referred to in the document, however, could not be carried 
out till 1765-66. In that year, Peshwa Madhava Rao I had 
to issue a circular letter to the Kamavisdars, Zamindars-ánd 
Sawkars informing that no payment will be accepted in future 
except in new coins.? There are other instances of the Peshwas' 
attempts to suppress spurious mints and false coins. But the 
Peshwa Government never assumed the actual control of the 
currency. It remain satisfied with supervision only.? 


all pieces, rounded and 
taken that the weights should 
be uniform. For this purpose 


cu > to each of the 400 workmen, 
and the manager examined them every week. When the 


r. Three men were able to strike 2000 pieces 
ues or $0008 m a working day of ten hours. As e seal 
E Tger than the piece, all the letters were seldom 
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It has been suggested thatthe above description holds good 
also for the mints of Sivaji’s time. The suggestion can no 
doubt be proved by an examination of the legends on the 
Sivarai coins, which are always found incomplete apparently 
« because the little circular pieces had originally been ham- 


- mered on a seal of much larger size. The goldsmiths in charge 


of the mints could evidently boast of very little learning. On 
the copper coins alone we find no less than eight different 
spellings of the words Sri Raja Siva ,Chhatrapati. ! ^ As a 
matter of fact, however, the same conditions were undoubtedly 
present also in ancient India. Mistakes and incompleteness 
are by no means rare in the legends on old Indian coins.? 


The Maratha currency of the Peshwa period was supple- . 


mented by extensive use of hugdis or credit instruments. The 
revenue officers were always instructed to make use of hupdis 
in transmitting money to the central treasury. The popularity 


lv, of the credit instrument is illustrared by a letter referring to a 


person who remitted by hundi the small sum of Rs. 13. 
$as only. That the Indian currency was supplemented 
largely by the use of Augdzs also in the ancient period is 
suggested by the old chronicles of Kashmir.* 

With what we have learnt about the Maratha mint of the 
late medieval period may be compared what the Kautiliya Artha- 
Sastra says about the ancient Indian mint. “The Superintendent 


|. of mint (lakshan@dhyaksha) shall carry on the manufacture of 


silver coins (rapyarūpa) made up of 4 parts of copper and ,, 
part (masha) of any one of the metals tzkshyu, trapu, szsa and 
ana. There shall be a paga, half a paga, a quarter and one- 
eighth. Copper coins \tamraripa) made up of 4 parts of an alloy 
(padaj2vaY shall be a mashaka, half a mashaka, kakagz, and half 
a kukapi. The examiner of coins (ripadarSaka) shall regulate 
currency both as a medium of exchange (vyavaharikz) and as 
legal tender admissible into the treasury (kofaprave$ya) The 
Premia levied on coins paid (into the treasury shall be) 8 
Per cent. known as rüpika, 9 per cent. known as vyaji, + 
Paya per cent. as parzkshika (testing charge), besides a fine of 25 
Paras to be imposed on offenders other than the manufacturer, 
the seller, the purchaser and the examiner." “The state 


| ‘goldsmith shall employ artisans to manufacture gold and 
| ‘iver coins (rüpyaswvarga) from the bullion of citizens and 


country people. The artisans employed in the office shall do 


l. Of, Ad. Syst. Mar., p. 110. - f pu 

3. Note e. ath defective legends on some silver coins of Kumiragupta I, 
Nos. 368-84 of Allan’s Catalogue, pp. 106-07. 

8. Ad. Syst. Mar., p. 821. 

eS Ot. Raj. tar., V, 27. 


* Of, Shama Sastry’s trans, pp: 95-6. Cf. note 3, p. 83 below. 


heir work as ordered and in time. (The goldsmith of the 
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i return (to the owners, coins) of the Same weight 
panty ona ee quality (varya) as that of the bullion (nikshenn) 
which was received (at the mint). With the exception of those 
(coins) which have been worn out or which have undergone 
diminution (kshžyapariśīrna), the same coins shall be receiveq 
(back into the mint) even after the lapse of a number of years, 
The state goldsmith shall gather from the artisans employed in 
the mint information concerning pure gold, metalic mass 
(pudgala), coins (lakshazu) and the rate of exchange (prayoga), 
In getting a swarga coin (of 16 müslus) manufactured from 
gold or from silver, one kakagz (+ masha) weight of the meta] 
more shall be given to the mint towads the loss in manufacture, 
When the quality (varga) of a coin less than the standard of a 
masha is lowered, the artisans (concerned) shall be punished 
with the first amercement. When its weight is less than the 
standard weight, they shall be punished with the middlemost 
amercement. Deception in the exchange of manufactured coins 
(kritabha@ndopadhau) shall also be punished with the highest N 
amercement. Whoever causes (gold and silver coins) to be“ 
manufactured in any place other than the mint or without 

; being noticed by the state goldsmith shall be fined 12 payas, 
while the artisan who does the work shall, if found out, be 
punished with twice the above fine. if he is not found out, 
measures......... shall be taken to detect him. When thus de- 
tected, he shall be fined 200 papas or shall have his fingers cut 
off. Weighing balance and counterweights shall be purchased . 
from the Superintendent in charge of them. Otherwise a fine 
of 12 pagas shall-be imposed." ! 


2. THE COWRY SHELL. 
Cowry shells are known to have been used as money in 


TT CY eU eb pee NU RU nz 


m 
India, as in many other parts of the world, from very early io 
times. _ The celebrated Chinese pilgrim, Fa-hien, who travelled 5 
in India about the beginning of the fifth century A.D., says Pr 
about the people of the Madhyadega that “in buying and i 
selling commodities they use cowries,’? Apparently the 3 
pilgrim had occasion to make only small transactions and n 
hardly came into contact with rich people. That is probably ru 
why he does not appear to have met with the copper, silver and} si 
gold colts issued by the early emperors of the Gupta: | ` 
dynasty.? It is Interesting to note that the same story is told in 
D i 
1; Ot ibid, pp. 94-95 z E 
2. Raychaudhuri, Pol. Hist4., pp. 469-70 Y 
i > pu should be remembered that coins had very high purohasing powe? x 
Adi ymer In Kashmir, one khari of paddy (117 pounds or 2} maunds|- v2 be 
E AD derum, oration rarstabndain |G 
of one pale (,. eter). of a he end of the 11th century, the famine P. (V 


ool was 6 cowries and that of 2 palas 
P. T. 0, 
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also by the foreigners who visited India during the late medi- 
eval period. Thomas Bowry, for instance, visited a village in 
eastern Orissa in the latter half of the 17th century, where he 
found the cowry shell to be the only money known to the 
village folk.! He further records that the whole population 
of an Oriya village was unable to change a single rupee into 
cowries, and that the villagers were even unable to distinguish 
between silver and German silver.? 


The cowry has ceased to have any monetary value in 
eastern India for a long time; but it has retained its old 
position, theoretically at least, in the village parhéalas of Bengal 
even today. In Bengali arithmetical works known as the 
Dharapat, we still find a table styled Karakiya, the unit of its 
calculation being the karz or kari which are the Bengali 
words for cowry. According to this table, : 

4karas= 1 ganda 

Oy eS x sh 

R90 7), = 20) 0590 — E — 1 pan (Sanskrit paga) 
EUAS0 , =320 ,, 2:621 55 69 —1 kahan (Sans- 
krit karshapana). 

It is wellknown that according to writers on law, pana was 
only another name for the copper karsha@pana, i.e. a copper 
coin weighing one karsha (=80 ratis=146-4 gr)? The 


(Continucd from the last page) 
grapes only 1 cowry. In Akbar’s time, 8 seers of grapes were sold ata single Akbari 
“dm of copper. Ibn Batuta’s account gives the same picture for the 14th century 
Bengal. Husked rice was sold at the rate of 25 Delhi rothls (about 9 Bengal 
maunds) for a silver dinar (about one rupee). The quantity of paddy 
fold for 1 dinar was 80 Delhi rothis (2800 lbs. or 1976 lbs. i.e. 282 or 94$ 
maunds), A milch cow was sold for 3 silver dinars (8 rupees) and 8 fat fowls 
lota dirham (l rupee). Even at the end of the17th century, 580 lbs. (=74 
Maunds) of rica were sold at Chittagong for one rupee, which was also tha 
Price of 60 good tame poultry, See Stein, Kalhanws Raja-tarangini, 11, 
Pp. 808-28 Thomas Bowry. in the latter half of the 17th century, found 
that in Bengal a very good cow was sold for 4 s. 6d. (2 rupees), a good hog 
for $ rupee and^40 or 50 fowls for one rupee, See 4 Geographical Account of the 
Countrics round the Bay of Bengal, 1669 to 1679, ed, R. C. Temple; 1905, 
Pp. 198-194. According to tradition, 8 maunds of husked rice were sold at ond 
“Upes in Bengal during the viceroyalty of Shaisté Khan in the latter halt 
of the 17th century. ‘ , 

i. Bowry, op. cit., p. 200. 2. Ibid, p. 199. 

9. Manu, VIII, 186; Yàjňavalkya I (üoharadhyaya), 364; Amarakosa; 
1I, 9, 88. ‘Relying on the commentaries on Manu, some soholars (of. Rapson, 
Catalogue, p olxxix; Bbandarkar, Anc. Ind Num., pp. 81-82) take Manwa 
kärshāpana, not in apposition with purdna or dharana, but as @ copper coin 
sly. This view is rendered untenable if Manu is read together with 
Aliavalkya and Amara. The drthasasira (quoted above, p. 8) seems to 
®Cognisa pana as a silver coin. That this is due to a confusion with karsha- 
aa and is a mistake is olear from the amounts of the different sahasadandas 
Smeroementg) as fouud in the works of Kautilya (Arthasasira, 111, 17), Manu 
N II, 138) and Yajfiavalkya (I, 865) all of whom practically agree in the 
g bers of tho panas. The first amercement is between 48 and 96 (100 and 
0?) Panas according to Kautilya, 250 panas according to Manu, and 970 
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kahan- kürshápaga is no doubt the silver coin of that denomi- 


nation, which must have oricinally weighed one karsha but was P c 
later made 32 ratis (58:56 gr.) in weight, and was otherwise | m 
known as puraga or dharaga.! According to the Bengali | m 
practice, the buri, pay and ka@han are written respectively as the dr 
modern pice, anna (=4 pice) and rupee (= 16 annas). The words ac 
anna and pag are moreover used synonymously in the Bengali [77 
language. That buri was a smaller copper coin, 1 of à copper In 
pana in value, is probably suggested by the Myichehhakatika and de 
Lilavatt. The former refers to the vodika (=bodi=buyi) in th 
connection with the suvarga (gold coin) and karsh&pana (silver ins 
coin).? Apparently the same coin or a similar one was known f 
as kakinz at least in the Maratha country about the end of sil 
the thirteenth century when the great astronomer Bhaskara- CO 


charya composed his ZLzlavatz. There is practically no difference | no 
between the table quoted above and the following one from 
Bhaskaracharya’s work.? 


20 cowries= 1 kakini (same as buri) 


80 , = 4 , = 1 pana È 
IRO 9 e GA a SG » =l dramma (same as 
kahan) 
20480 ” = 1024 T SIO » Hi 25 —] nishka 


(gold coin) 


(Continued from the last page) 
panas according to Yajiiavalkya. 


The i i o D 
SQ sanas sooorling to tod AUN second amercement is between 200 and 


according to M and 540 2anas according 
tween 500 and 1000 panas according to K, 


figures for the first amercement in 
figures of the other two a 
figures given by the other two authorities, 


Was practically the same coin wit 
Tea Pa eU. 9 coin with all the 
is a copper coin, 
(No silver panas of 80 raitis have so far b 
; 4 een found, i to 
Pone parenga referred to above that they were of this Saas Be Gs 
disclose any aE me weight of a silver mashaka (LI. ch.-37) but does not 
marked coins hab or a Silver mdshakas and panas The punch- 
80 rattis. Chief Editor ] 7 Miel to the Mauryan ago do not weigh 
L Mrich., 3 oe 
oes ae meee A y. 40 : althan Sadan demi Suvannaam de kaháva- 
dadami savodila te). Th appaia (adam) suvarnakain ts kärshipanai 
GE ea Eeee sire te Mrich, appears to be an adaptation or stage version 
PELA TS ME e Charudatta. That is Probably why the author ot 
ayia Südraka Mc to Ps it in tho name obs 
ngal region odi—buri, which i in the 
Since Meee Lapeer the adaptation was poA NR odio. 
to be early, loned in ancient Works, the does drama not appear 


2 «^ 
coinage of Maharashtra LE I, p. 848 n. It is not improbable that the 


.C not be froo from the influ à i opie 
Desc Ge arly medioya] period. That ue Eee i i 


escar “gested b 
District ; of, Allan, ocan. x aad of no less than 1395 of them in the Satara 
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It is interesting to note that 1280 cowry shells were 
considered equivalent to the old silver coin not only in 
medieval Bengal, but also in Maharashtra during the early 
medieval period. As regards the other equation, 16 silver 
drammas=1 gold nishka, it may be pointed out that, 
according to the Baigram inscription of 448 A.D., 16 silver 
rüpakas were equal to 1 gold dinara during the regime of the 
Imperial Guptas. But such equations must have necessarily 
depended on the weight of the coins as well as on the value of 
the metals in the locality in question. Thus we have an 
inscription’ of the first quarter of the second century A.D. at 
Nasik in Maharashtra, according to which 35 karshapanas of 
silver were equivalent to 1 suvarga of gold. ‘The relation of a 
cowry with the standard silver coin of a locality therefore could 
not have been the same in different parts of India even on a 
particular date. In Kashmir, for instance, 100 cowry shells 
. Were equal to one copper coin which consequently came to be 
. styled the Sata, (literally, one hundred), in modern pronunciation 
Jat”. -The relation of the copper fata with the silver money 
of-ancient Kashmir cannot be determined ; but Stein has 
suggested that, in the Mughal period, the Akbari dzm (a copper 
coin of 3233 gr., 40 of which were equivalent to the Akbari 
rupee (silver coin), was also known as hat. Modern Kashmirian 
lat is considered to be of the same value as the British Indian 
pice. We do not know whether the Akbari dam was called éatg 
=hat, because the two denominations were almost equal in 
Weight, or because däm became the standard copper coin in 
Place of the old Sata after the annexation of Kashmir to the 
Mughal empire in 1586 A.D. lt has, however, been suggested 
that the value of an Akbari dam in Kashmir was 100 cowries 
and that of an Akbari rupee 4000 cowry shells. But in eastern 
India the kahaz was recognised in the late medieval period ' 
oy as2 of a Mughal rupee. In eastern India, therefore, the 
Number of cowry shells sold for a rupee was not the same as in 
medieval KaShmir. 

It is wellknown to students of the accounts of foreign 
travellers, who visited India during the late medieval period, 
at cowry shells were imported into India from the Maldive 
Sands? and that 3200 of them were taken to be equivalent 
to one rupee in eastern India. The rupee here referred to is no 
doubt the Mughal silver coin corresponding roughly to 2s. 3d. 
| ‘2s, 6d.4 One Mughal rupee was thus considered equal to 2} 
| hans of cowry shells. xd 

v. l Biroar op. cil, p. 159. It is probable that in this oase the silver 


w were lighter, These may have been the same as the coins of Nahapäna, 
OS loh were about 36 gr. in weight (ibid, p.168, n. 5). 
2, zan loc. cit. T s 
OWLY, op. cit., pp. 179-80, 200. 
4, Tid, p, 218. 
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Although 1 rupee= 3200 cowries was the recognised ratio, 
the value of the cowry shell used to rise and fall according to 


the plenty or scarcity of them in the market. At Hughly, the m 
cowry was sometimes 5, 6 or 10 per cent. dearer than at wi 
Balassore.1 According to some observers, the price of the mi 
shell seldom rose or fell more than 2 pays (160 shells) in one Mi 
rupee”; others, however, have noticed that sometimes 31 pang F f 
(2480 shells), 37 pags (2960 shells), 38 pays (3040 shells) or co! 
40 pans (3200 shells) were going for a rupee.? Thus the fall tiv 
of 6} per cent. in the value of the cowry may not have been E 
quite unusual, though in abnormal circumstances the percentage Ok 
could have risen to 224 per cent. The Anglo-Indian Dictionary qus 
by Whitworth of the Bombay Civil Service, which was published E 


in 1885, recognises cowry as “a small shell, the eyprala moneta, 
still used as money in northern India ; about 6500 go to the i 
rupee.” Thus the decrease in the 18th century in the price of Bir 
the cowry shell is more than cent. per cent. of what it was à — |. str 
century earlier. This is apparently due to the fact that cowries ^ | 
were no longer regarded as money by the government of- 
British India. It should be remembered that the shells con- 
tinued to be used as money by the poor people for a long time 
after it had ceased to be recognised by the Anglo Indian 
government about a century and a half ago. 


Cowries were sold by tale and not by weight. At the 
Maldive Islands, 40° or 42 pans (3200 or 3360 shells) could 
be purchased at 6 or 7 annas.* A dollar was taken to be 
equal to 32 annas (=2 rupees) and 240 or 250 pans (19000 or 
20000 shells) were sold at a dollar. At the West Indian port 
of Surat where cowries were bought, they could not cost above 
2 dollars (=4 rupees) per hundred-weight or thereabouts. Thus 
between 9000 and 10000 cowry shells were purchased at à 
rupee at the Maldives; but they were sold in Bengal between 
2500 and 3200 shells per rupee. There was apparently a very 
great profit in the trade of cowry shells, But thc question is 
d the Maldive Islands supplied cowries to India also in 
the ancient period. No definite answer to this question can be 


offered i : 
Mw the present state of our knowledge; but possibly 


A cowry shell became useless only when it was perforated. 


A worthless shell wa ; BU 
literally, a one-eyed ae 1n Bengal as the hkana-kart, 


See T 
SS RUP ERA 
l. Botry, p, 217n. 4 
2, Ibid, p. 219, 
9. Ibid, p. 219n, 
$ Loo, cit, 
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3. ADVENT OF THE MODERN RUPEE. 


The mint was a source of income to the Indian govern- 
ments. A heavy royalty was levied for coining bullion which 
was debased when occasion demanded. In order to give the 
mint sufficient work to do, the people were forced by the 
Mughal government to have their money recoined every year. 
For each year passed from the date of issue recorded on the 
coin, & heavy percentage was deducted from its value irrespec- 
tive of its actual deterioration. A rupee that had been in 
circulation for one year lost 3 per cent. and after two years’ 
circulation no less than 5 percent. People had therefore to 
^. present the coins to the mints for getting them recoined before 
the end of the first or second year after their issue. Thus the 
mint had a flourishing business at the people’s expense. 


c. (D Mer ODO oO 


— "t 


ES o — 


The Mughal government recognised silver as the only 
circulating medium. Gold coins called mohars were no doubt 
struck; but they were treated as bullion. The mohars were 
‘therefore sold at different prices according to the current price 
f- | of gold—sometimes for 13, 14 or 15 sicca rupees. Copper 
coins were similarly sold not at their denominational value, but 
“at a lower rate, the proportion deducted depending on the 
locality and the comparative demand for silver and copper 
coins." 1 à 


eU me CD 


One of the most coveted insignia of sovereignty in medi- 
eval India was the striking of coins. Even little potentates 
who acknowledged the suzerainty of the Great Mughal tried to 
maintain their independent right of coinage. “As it was the 
last privilege to which fallen dynasties clung, so it was the first 
to which adventurers rising into power aspired."? As early 
às 1685, when the English merchants of the East India 
Company had only a few houses and gardens in Bengal, they 
Sought for the dignity of having coins of their own. Silver 
Money thus issued by various authorities in different parts of the 
Country passed from province to province with wandering 
Merchants and in payment of tribute. Different mints produced 
Tupees of different weight and fineness and very few of them 
| ‘Yen adhered to their own nominal standard, Moreover the 
| » Coins were subjected to various attempts at debasement when 
3 they teached the public. In the absence of an ideal standard 
Coin, it became necessary to fix one by which to calculate the 
Value of the different specie. The situation was faced in the 
plowing way. ‘When a sum of rupees is brought to a shroff 

Anker or money-changer), he examines them piece by piece, 
nges them according to their fineness, then by their weight. 


pe) kD 


RE MT Ee ta lm wee wise, CTS RU 


1. W. W. Hunter, Annals of Rural Bengal, p. 298, 
2. Ibid, p. 299. 
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Then he allows for the different legal battas (deductions) upon 


siccas and sunats; and this done, he values in gross by the A 
current rupee what the whole quantity is worth. The rupee fr 
current, therefore, is the only coin fixed by which coin is at 
present valued ; and the reason is, because it is not a coin itself, i 
and therefore can never be falsified or worn.” 1 0 
The vitiated Indian currency of the mid eighteenth century in) 
has been described as therefuse of twenty different dynasties and " 
petty potentates, which has been *'clipped, drilled, filed, scooped m 
out, sweated, counterfeited and changed from its original value e 
by every process of debasement" during a period of four T 
centuries.? Small coins could not change hands without a 3 
calculation regarding the amount that had to be deducted » 
from their face value. When Bengal passed under the British | 
rule, the treasury officers exacted from the land-holders a b 


3 per cent. discount for coins that were in circulation for one E 
year and 5 per cent. for coins that were two years old. The  . n P 
discount was allowed, as already noticed, even where no actual ^ 
deterioration had taken place. The land-holders naturaily _ 


demanded a double allowance from the middlemen who, in gra 
their turn, exacted a quadruple from the poor peasants. This fac 
charge in exchanging old rupee was called batta which was wou 

8S ( 


the most undefined and oppressive of the illegal cesses that 
caused sufferings to the tillers of the soil. The rapacity of the 
collecting officers was unlimited owing to the absence of any 
recognised standard of the atta as regards the different types 
of coins in circulation. The great variety of coins in use was 
| another source of difüculty to the poor peasant; because he 
never knew whether the coins for which he sold his crops would 
be accepted when he came to pay his rent. There were 
“cowries (shells), copper coins of every denomination, lumps of 
copper without any denomination whatever, pieces of iron 
beaten up with brass, 32 different kinds of ruppees from the 


full sicca to the Viziery (487, of the Sicca), dollars of different Coin 
standards of purity (worth from 6s. 8d. to 8s. 6d. &ccording to | dad 
weight and the current rates of exchange), gold mohars worth f the 
from 25s to 30s. each, and a diversity of Asiatic and European | arbi 
coins. At some treasuries of the East India Company (like | ‘ate 
that at Sylhet), payments in cowries were accepted ; but at ' | -silve 
others (like that at Birbhum), they were not, Same of the | Slye 
ae we ee accepted payment in gold, while others Was 
dox d SUO d The people had to receive payment for their fixin 
E gr whose value they did not understand. They had . Tene 
| pay their reat and taxes in those coins according tūri Tel 
l J. St NO Puta 


: euart inci z 
op. cit, p.300, — " Principles of Money applied to Bengal, p, 17; Hunter 


2, Hunter, op. cit 
B * €i, p. 298, 
9. Ibid, pp. 294-95, 
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1 calculation which also they could not follow. "The old custom 
e | of paying rent in the produce of the soil was no doubt free 
e from these difficulties and was certainly a boon to the peasant. 

t 


: The coins in circulation were insufficient for the commerce 
> | of.the country. The Anglo-Indian government, however, 
| repeatedly attributed the scarcity to the tricks of the bankers 
in raising the batta or exchange, to the extortions of usurers or 
to the combination of monied harpies. The remedy of the 
trouble was apparently to call in all the old coins and 
supercede the old currency by a new coinage of fixed weight 
and purity. But the East India Company had not the 
required bullion. The public would hardly bring their debased 
coins to the mint when recoinage cost them a heavy per- 
centage." They received back only $ of what they brought 
to the mint and that also after the lapse of a tonsiderable 
_ Period of time. As a result, ruppees disappeared and business 
^L «came to a stand-still. 
^ The fourfold currency of gold, silver, copper and notes, 
gradually introduced by the Anglo-Indian government, was 
faced with great difficulties. Offences against the coin such as 
counterfeiting, etc., could not be punished more severely than 
as cases of ordinary cheating. The notes were unpopular and 
Were forced into circulation. The East India Company 
paid all salaries or fixed disbursements over £1200 per annum 
«° half in notes and half in cash. As a matter of fact, often there 
| Was nothing but paper in the Company's treasury and its 
officials had to be paid only with notes. In this way, the 
People even of remote places were saddled with the *Company's 
Papers” which they could get rid of only at a loss. Unfortu- 
lately, however, the Company's Collectors were not instructed 
to accept payments if they had been tendered in notes. 


| ., The Company's attempt to mitigate the scarcity of silver 
Oms by issuing a gold currency was a failure. The Council 
had not the réquisite bullion for the purpose and had to induce 
| © people to bring their gold for coinage by attaching an 
| Sbitrary value to the molar. The gold coin was to pass “at a 
| ‘ate which exceeded by 174 per cent. its market value in 
| ‘Slver”.2 The arbitrary fixation of the ratio between gold and 
d Silver at 16:45.to lin place of the market ratio of 14 to 13 
Ej us the cause of great distress to the poor. “The Council by 
. ung the value of the new coins (mohars) at arbitrary rates had 


T Iendere it 174 per cent. more profitable to make payments in 


2. Hunter 0D. cil. 
* Op, cit, p. 809. 
39. Ghakterji, Op. cit., p. 191. 


12 
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i nly done so by rendering it 17} per cent. lesg 
Oca 5 3 in mee The gains of the fortunate few who 
held gold had to be paid by a thousandfold by the unfortu- 
nate many who held silver.'! According to the regulations 
of 1766, a mohar containing 149:72 gr. of pure gold passed for 
Rs.14 ie. at 10:694 gr. to the rupee; but according to the 
regulations of 1669, a mohar with 190-086 gr. of pure gold 
passed for Rs. 16, ie. at 11:88 gr. per rupee. People found 
that they could always get the market value of their gold; 
but it was not possible for them to know what liberty the 
English merchants might take with their gold coins. As a result, 
they refused to bring their gold to the mint for coinage. 


There were other causes also of the scarcity of coins in 
India during the second half of the 18th century. India always 
depended om foreign countries for a supply of precious  metals.? 
The people of this country moreover absorbed in jewellery and | 
domestic ornaments a vast quantity of silver coins that poured = |: 
into the land in exchange for Indian goods. As early as the’ 
first century A.D., the celebrated Roman author Pliny com- 
plains, “The subject is one well worthy of our notice, seeing that 
in no year does India drain us less than 550000000 sesterces 
(22000000 dollars=61111111 rupees) giving back her own 
wares which are sold among us at fully hundred times 
their first cost.”3 The Venetians, Portuguese, Dutch and 
English had all in their turn lamented the exportation of their 
coins in exchange of Indian products. In the 17th century 

| a single West Indian port, viz. Surat, “received by way of 
the Persian Gulf alone half a million Stirling -per annum in 
specie."^ The quantity of bullion which the trade of the 
East India. Company carried out of England annually was 
for a long time deplored by the English people. Upto 1765, 
the company’s business was to send silver from England and 
to bring back Indian goods in exchange. In the above year, | 
however, the revenues of Bengal passed to the company’s hands || 
and the annual surplus enabled it to discontinue importing j 


Specie for the purchase of goods. 5 Moreover, it was observed 


— 
he Fats op. cit., pp. 802-03. ; 
5 at silver and gold coins were imported i i i cient 

ESO ; ported into india also in an DD 

Bb Be from the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, $49. See also W-E- | 

` 8. Ibid, p. 219. A large b i ; iod 
Moss esset y -4tge number of Roman coins of the Imperial per 

1904, in ER. in India. See Sewell, Roman Coins found in India in J RAS, 


- Bunter, op. cit., p. 304. 
; Hunter points ont (op, cit., p, 
E Fy ee £ 90009 of P d 
n or £ 6000 were spent in i i e 
4 governing it. From the remainder, 
thousand pounds or so Were deducted for general diilogese, ten thousand 


more for the mainten 8 
invested in silks, mus "Do army, and the surplus of say £ 60,000 Tp 


authorities in Leadenhall Street,” hs and other articles, to be sold b 
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as early as 1750 that the payment of the Mughal emperor’s 
revenue “sweeps away almost all the silver, coined or uncoined, 
which comes into Bengal. It goes to Delhi from where it 
never returns to Bengal; so that after such treasure js gone 
from Muxadabad, there is hardly currency enough left in 
Bengal to carry on any trade, or even to go to market for 
provisions and necessaries of life, till the next shipping arrives 
to bring a fresh supply of silver.”2 Now that the annual 
influx of coins from England ceased, the scarcity of coins 
became very serious, especially as the consumption of metals 
| went on as before. The evil was aggravated by other contri- 
+» bitory factors such as (1) the drain of silver from Bengal to 
| the company's settlements in Bombay, Madras and China ; 
E (2) the decline of trade with the neighbouring countries ; 
(3) the suspension cf silver importation by other European 
companies; (4) the expenses incurred on troops stationed 
|^, outside Bengal, ? (5) Nawab Mir Qasim’s flight with specie 
‘worth about 13 millions stirling; (6) the annual tribute of 
26‘lacs. paid to the Mughal emperor Shah ‘Alam II; and 
(7) the use of the surplus revenues for the provision of the 
company's investment.3 


To remedy the evils of batta, Warren Hastings enacted 
that no deduction should be made from an old coin unless it 
was actually deterioted and that all future issues should bear 


Se er Ee, 


CD E E EU 


r A one date, that of 1773. Itis for this reason that numerous 
y į gold and silver coins are still found to bear the date “the 19th 
f year of the auspicious reign of Shah *Alam."? 
n But the scarcity of coins was not mitigated. In 1780, 
c the Calcutta shops remained shut for several days owing to a 
S dispute about the value of the sicca rupee. In 1789, Lord 
L Cornwallis issued an order to the effect that if a rupee was the 
d senuine product of a recognised mint, no matter to what extent 
s t had been clipped or drilled, the treasury officers were to 
5 Hceive it bx weight according to fixed rates hung up in the 
B ollector's office. The indefinite and arbitrary discount 
2 *xacted by the treasury officers from very early times was thus 
f Pu a stop to. These officers had so long the privilege of 
D a | ,{¢ducting from a coin whatever they liked and then returned 
oa t to circulation as payments of merchants’ investments at 
4 Stes fixed at their own will. Thus, although they received a 


>. 805 1. Mandeville's letter dated 27th November, 1750; Hunter, op. cit., 


frye. Of. "Bengal from the very first seems to have been the miloh cow 
om Which tho othor Presidenoies drew their support ;” ''....the council 
thePlains that the Bengal treasuries are completely emptied by sending coin to 
®other Presidencies,” Bee Hunter, op. cit., p. 308, n. 98, 
$. Ohaiterji, 0D. cit., pp. 188-84, » : 
194» es eee my note on two suoh coins in R.O. Magazine (Faridpur), January, 
ab 2 0, 


N 
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salary of £ 40 per year, they actually earned an income of 
£ 4000 more. Very soon the treasury officers were made 
responsible not only for the net sums received, but also for the 
actual coin in which they were paid. The ruin of the profitable 
career of a treasury officer was complete. 

The coins were now divided into two classes: (a) the 
statutory coinage to be received at its full value, and (b) the 
deteriorated coins to be received at published rates and to be 
sent off to Calcutta at the end of each month. Coins requiring 
deduction from its nominal value were made unfit to be 
returned to circulation and the treasury officers were now 
required to specify the rates at which they received the coin in < 
an invoice to be forwarded together with the coin to the 
Presidency mint. The officers grumbled and wanted to disobey. 
But the English Collectors of the Districts now came to be fined 
for the offences of their subordinates and they took ample | 
vengeance on their Indian treasury officers. The attempt of oe 
the Anglo-Indian government at currency reform was at last - 
going to be successful. < b 


But the policy of calling in debased coins, which formed 
two-thirds of the currency, required an adequate number of 
fresh coins to be issued by the government. This the Council 
was not in a position to do, especially owing to the drainage 
due to wars with Tipu Sultan of Mysore. As a result of the | 
scarcity and consequent dearth of coins, prices of local produce = 
sank to nominal rates. The poor peasant had to sell his whole 
crop at the cheap rate for his necessities or to give it to the 
money-lender in return for a few rupees advanced to him in 
the spring season. The distress was terribly increased by the 
urgent necessity of funds to prosecute the Mysore wars. In 
spite of all difficulties, however, the old Calcutta mint as well 
as those newly established at Dacca, Murshidabad and Patna 
were set up to vigorous work. On January 1, 1791, the “new- 
milled” rupees were issued at the four mints. a On the 18 
November of the same year, the Governor-General declared 
that "in future the sale of gold and silver coin shall be as free 
and unrestrained in every respect as the sale of gold and silver 
Rulon; and the exchangeable value or price of each determined | 

He e course of trade, in the same manner as the price of every | 

O er commodity that comes into the market”.! On the 24€ | 

ctober, 1792, Lord Cornwallis furth i after 
he & rther declared that 

ae a day of the Bengali year 1200, i.e. the 10th April, 1794; 

d ull coinage should be the only legal tender and. that 

CS E be permitted to recover any sum of m jney 

r a bond or other writing, by which any species of rupe® 

E MISSED MR 

1. Hunter, op. cit., p. 320, 


a.m a "TA m 
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excepting the sicca rupees of the 19th San, is stipulated to be 
paid.” 1 In the year 1794, however, a grace of another year 
was granted ; but in the year following the Company’s new 
and uniform currency ousted the “multitudinous, battered and 
debased rupees which had so long afflicted the people.” 
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A COIN OF KING SEBAKA i 

By Prin. V. V. MIRASHI, NAGPUR ? 

The coin described here is from the cabinet of Mr. Hurmuz * s 
Kaus, the well-known coin-collector of Hyderabad (Deccan), | R 
Mr. Kaus very kindly sent me good ink impressions of it and | S 
supplied me information about its size and weight. I publish oo k 
the coin here as desired by him. p o 
^" d 

nt 

ct 

L P 

hr 

P a = p 

The coin is of copper, almost square in shape, measuring © | ' pl 
85" by '80". It weighs 110 grains. It shows, on the obverse, ^ | 'Sy 
a bull facing right with one svastika in front and another behind. n 
The svastika in front is only partly visible on the coin. In front CO 
of the animal there is a hill or chaitya with six arches below the: CO 
svastika. On the body of the bull is seen a tree in railing ki 
which appears to have been punched subsequently!. Above | ga 
the bull appears the legend placed obliquely. The reverse adh co 
shows a naga symbol and a nandipada disposed diagonally, [oth 

d a ab baudouble lines oa pellet in the middle below? wl 

E : appear isolated. They were t 

connected with others to form the COE U Bein opel n à 

E bare reee on the obverse is ratiño Sebaka[sa]. It consists tyr 

ES a sharas of which the last one is only partially preserved Co) 
e characters are of the early Brahmi alphabet. The a 

sir, Theva cache sate ogee night oft Dom 
2 a Stroke of ñ is elongated. o The curve di 

Which forms the right limb of s is not TEN i 
to the top. Bis to 

Pe iima ae k dagger-shaped. The characters ore ins 
Qd wd as i ay later than those of the edicts o at 

DEDE m 3 eied to the close of the third century , f. Syr 

means that the coin is cof eee carly = coins eng me 

Sd : ISSU 

eds io le a characters of the legend, the king Sebaka the 
E ourished during the period of decline of the | B 

know. Thare m VEM Was punched on the body of the bull iequot i = 


Sia any other symbol bein; : 
& block of the reverse of this coin was e ril "be megalir 


side of ili 
of the pencil impression by mistake, It therefore Shows the orb above 


each symbol and nob below it. 
1 - Their real relative position is 4 rg 
can be ascertained by looking through bhis D. Ran ie loi. TE 


CC-0. In Public pamain: Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


LE c — 5e 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


A COIN OF KING SEBAKA 95 


Maurya dynasty and befere the rise of the Satavahanas. ‘This 
conjecture receives confirmation from the fact that some of the 
symbols noticed here appear only on very early coins. The 
Naga symbol, for instance, is seen on punch-marked coins and 
those from the country of Kuuinda in the Punjab.! In the 
South it is seen on some rare uninscribed lead coins which 
Rapson has doubtfully referred to the feudatories of the 
Satavahanas.? Isolated orbs such as are noticed here are also 
rarely met with. The symbols therefore indicate that this is 
one of the earliest coins of South India. 


The provenance of thecoin has not been recorded. We 
do not therefore know where king Sebaka was ruling, for the 
name does not occur in any dynastic list. But there is one cir- 
cumstance which affords a clue. A similar coin was found at 
Pauni in the Bhandara District of the Central Provinces and 
has recently been published by me in this Jourmali. Like the 
present coin it is square in shape and has its legend similarly 


‘placed above the figure of a bull, facing right. The other 


'symbols such as the svastika, the naga :nd the double line orb do 
not occur on that coin, but the general resemblance of the two 
coins cannot be denied. The king Dimabhaga, who issued that 
coin, may therefore have belonged to the same dynasty as the 
king Sebaka of the present coin. The provenance of Dimabha- 
ga's coin shows that this dynasty was ruling ancient Vidarbha 
comprising modern Berar, and the Marathi-speaking districts of 
the Central Provinces and the Hyderabad State. Sebaka, 
Whose coin is of better fabric and has more symbols, seems to 
have flourished after Dimabhaga. The Satavahanas, who 
Succeeded these kings in ancient Vidarbha, adopted the general 
type of their coins with some modifications. Their earliest 
copper coins are, like the present coin, square in shape and have 
à legend on the obverse’; but the latter, instead of being 
Written horizontally begins at the lower left corner and is placed 
diagonally. The type was also changed, the bull yielding place 
to the elephant. Again the reverse of their coins shows four 
Instead of two orbs connected by lines, the pairs being placed 
àt right angles to each other to form the so-called Ujjain 


P» Symbol. Notwithstanding these differences the early coins of the 
| PStavàhanas may be said to bear general resemblance to the 


Sues of Dimabhaga and Sebaka. The latter kings. may 
geefore have fiourished in the latter half of the third century 


“1 See Coins of Ancient India, edited by Allan, pp. 84, 169 £. 

2 Coins af the Andhras, etio. edited by Rapson, p. 53, Pl, VIII. ' 
8 Ibid., Pl. VIII. No. 907. ; 
4 Ante, Vol. VI, pp. 9 ft. 


ima 5 See for instance the copper coin of Sitavahana, the founder ‘of. the 
88by published in this number pp. 1-3; see aiso pp. 103-4, . SVA 
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The present coin bears close resemblance to a lead square A pr 
Andhra coin (P1. VIII, 221), conjecturally attributed to Western | Ea 
India and described in B. M. C. of Andhra Coins at p. 55. The | the 
coin in the British Museum is rectangular in shape. Onits | en 


obverse it has & Bull bearing a very striking resemblance to 
that animal on the present coin. The B. M. coin has a 
nandipada above the bull; on the present coin it is on the 
reverse. The tree in railing, which is on the obverse of the 
present coin, apparently superimposed at a later period, occurs 
on the reverse of the B. M. piece. Svøstika and the three 
arched hill do not appear on the B.M. piece, but it has on 
its reverse a nandipada as is the case with the present coin. 
The B.M. coin has an Ujjain symbol on the reverse, and ~“ 
it is quite likely that the two knobs on the present coin ere ` 
two limbs of a very large Ujjain symbol, too big to be fully ac-^ 
commodated on the coin. The Naga symbol on the reverse 

occurs on some rare pieces from Andhrade$a, as observed by 

Principal Mirashi already. 


I do not feel inclined to accept Principal Mirashi's view 
about the date of Sebaka. Paleography of the coin is no doubt 
rather early, but we should not forget that sa, almost similar to 
the present coin, appears as late as.the 3rd century A. D.; for 
Instance it occurs in some of the Abhira inscriptions of 
c. 200 A.D. ; see Bühler's Indische Paleographie, Table III. Ka 
of this coin shows a distinct tendency of the elongation of 
the vertical. It is quite hazardous to date king Sebaka, but 
I am not inclined to think that he belonged to the epoch of the 

. decline of the Mauryas. The inscribed coinage had hardly 
made any Progress even in northern India in. e. 225 B. C. 
Northern kings followed the example of the “Greeks and 
their practice was in turn copied by the southerners, To me it 


appears rather difficult to assume that in li 2 
could have been struck even in n a 


C., which seems to me to be the probshle 
; referred to above. Inscribe 

bric were then current in the terri- 
€: see, Rapson, Catalogue of Indian Coins, 
and pl. I, 5-9, Rapson assigns these coins 


coins of the present type a 

I nd 
tories mentioned eee t 
Andhras, etc., p. xciv, 
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to the age of Gautamiputra, but they may be a century or two 
earlier, since they continue the old Malwa type. A number of 
the feudatories of the Satavahanas are known to have issued 
coins in the different provinces of their empire; Sebaka was 
probably one of them and had his principality somewhere in 
Eastern Malwa or Western India. He must have ruled before 
these provinces were annexed by Nahapana sometime about the 
end of the 1st century B. C. 


13 
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PIPLA] HOARD OF INDO-SASSANIAN COINS. 


A PRELIMINARY NOTE 


By Mr. U.C. BHATTACHARYA, M.A., CURATOR, RAJPUTANA . 
N MUSEUM, AJMER. 13 


At Piplaj, a village about 15 miles to the south-west of th 
Kekri in Ajmer-Merwara, a hoard of several hundred coms was Je a 
recently found in the house of one Narain, son of Nola Kir, In ex. 
the course of digging a pit. As the coins are stuck together in a 


lumps, their precise number cannot be made out, but they af 
appear to be more than 3,000. Even in unclean condition they 


seemed to be coins of antiquarian interest, and a request was E 
therefore made to the district authorities by the Curator, Raj- c im 
putana Museum, Ajmer, for the aquisition of the entire hoard rs 
under the Indian Treasure-trove Act of 1878. They were the 
accordingly aquired by the government and are at present in fii 
the Rajputana Museum at Ajmer. 350 typical pieces from this E 
hoard have so far been scientifically cleaned for distribution afi 
among the Museums and other institutions which are entitled to - 
receive treasure-trove coins under the orders of the Govern- ad 
ment of India. Their average weight is 61 grains. 

All the pieces, so far treated, clearly show that they are the 
without a single exception struck in rough imitation of the later iss 
Sassanian coinage of Persia, which according to V. À. Smith, tyi 
“Served as the model for a long series of Indian coinage” during be 
the Medieval period. In better Specimens we can unmistakably cla 
make out the traces of the king's head on the obverse fy 
(Fig. A) and the usual fire-altar with other accessory marks to 
on the reverse (Fig. B); on some well-preserved pieces both Po: 
can be made out. As can be seen from the obverse mark Vic 

of 

. ass 

I 

E — 

a] 

= fioa 
seo ori: 


(No. 1 on p. 99) the head of the king ; ight ; and 
inr 8 15 turned to the right ; 8 
Justin front of the conspicuous nose there is very probably 9 
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‘crescent mark (Cf. mark No. 3 below). Below. the nose and 
exactly in front of the mouth there is mark No. 2 below.*' Tt 
may be specially noted here that though merely the forepart of 


OBVERSE MARKS 
the king's head is represented on the Piplaj coins, it is not always 
a crude copy of the Sassanian proto-type. In some of the coins 
examined, we find distinctly Indian features and a fine facial 
expression rather than the Sassanian one. Such modification 
of the original Sassanian type by the introduction of Indian 
elements was also pointed out by E. J. Rapson in his “Notes 
on Indian Coins and Seals :—‘*Whereas in the earliest Indian 

‘imitations almost all the characteristics of the Sassanian types 
arè faithfully preserved, in the later issues struck in India itself, 


9 4 ‘there is a well-marked tendency to gradual transformation 
5 | from un-Indian to local features.”? Even in the Piplaj hoard, 
5 | we come across a few pieces which show very meagre traces 
‘ | of the Sassanian influence except a pillar-like object on the 
° | reverse probably in imitation of the fire-altar of the Sassanian 
“| coins. 

E In his Indian Museum Catalogue, V. A. Smith has grouped 
e the unassigned base silver coins roughly imitating the later 
T issues of Firóz, the Sassanian king, into—(A) North-Western 
b type and (B) Eastern or Magadha type.? Perhaps it may not 
B be wrong to place the Piplaj variety in between these two 
y Classes as constituting a distinctly separate Rajputana group or. 
: type. But before hazarding such a new conclusion, I propose 
S to examine closely all the coins from the Piplaj hoard and, if 
: Possible, to compare them with many unassigned pieces pre- 


Viously discovered in Mhairwarra* (Merwara) and many parts 
of Mewar.5 


In point of date, the coins from Piplaj may roughly be um 
} , SSsigned to e. 550 A.D. to 700 A.D. Such a date seems to fit 
. A with the date of other similar base silver coins previously 

Ound from various places in or about Rajputana. um 
“Se Ee Se 


[1 Mark 2 is quite common on a number of Gadhia coins, It looks like 
^ Nàgari ha of the contemporary times; but we do not yet know its signi- 
orange: The mark No. 3 appears to be a remnant of the Pahlvi legend whioh 

mginally went round the coin. Chief Editor ] 

2 J. R. A. S-, 1900, pages 119 ft, 

3 I. M. C., vol. I, pages 287 ff. 

4 J. A. S. B., part I, 1890, page 168 nnd Plate V. o 
5 Webb's Currencies of the Hindu States of Rajputana. p. 4. 
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Of the coins of the present hoard, the typical ones of which A 
have already been chemically treated and examined, not a | 
single specimen is of pure silver. Outwardly they even looked 
like copper issues. But after the removal of the heavy in. 
crustation deposited on them, it became quite apparent that 
the metal used is really impure silver considerably alloyeq , 
with copper and lead. 
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MISCELLANEA 
By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES. 


INDO-SCYTHIAN MONOGRAM ON HERMAIOS’ COINS. 


In the June 1944 number of this Journal, pp. 11-13, I had 
published a coin of Hermaios in the collection of Mr. D. D. 
Ghosal of Calcutta, which bore an Indo-Scythian monogram usu- 
ally occurring on the coins of Vonones and his associates, and 
observed that the coin was unique on account of the monogram 
it bore (p. 12). My observation was based upon an analysis 
of the data given in the published catalogues. But Dr. J. M. 
Unwala of Naosari and Major-General Sir Gordon Jolly of 
| Simla have written to me to state that they have both of them 
^| in their collections a tetradrachm of Hermaios having precisely 
this monogram. It is thus clear that the occurrence of this 
‘monogram on the coin of Hermaios published above is not 
unique and that the data in the published catalogues have become 
considerably incomplete owing to the new aquisitions made by 
private collectors and museums. It is a pity that these new 
aquisitions should not be properly recorded in our research 
journals or in the supplements of museum catalogues. The 
Journal of our Society will be always very glad to announce 
new discoveries as soon as they are made, and it is to be hoped 
that the collectors and museum authorities will kindly extend 
their cooperation to us in this matter. 


It is now clear that the coins of Hermaios with this parti- 
cular monogram are fairly common. And yet when I first saw 
this monogram on the coin in Mr. Ghosal’s collection, for a 
time it did not appear impossible to me that the coin may have 
een a forgery made under the direction of a modern historian, 
Who was anxious to get numismatic evidence to prove that 
Hermaios was supplanted by Vonones and not by Kadphises I. 


VAVAGHOSHA OR SIVAGHOSHA ? 


Among the new kings of MadhyadeSa, attested to by their 
Coins, which were published, ante, Vol. IV, pp. 1 ff, Vavaghosha 
S one of the most ancient ones; (Pl. 1, No.1). The reading 

avaghosa is quite clear and unambiguous, but it is difficult to 
S&plain it. In a recent communication to my colleague Dr. 
:-S. Agrawala Sir Richard Burn has suggested that 
avaghosha may be identical with Sivaghosha, whose unique 
voin existing in his collection has been described by Mr. Allan in 
iS Catalogue of Coins in Ancient India, p. cxii. Sir Richard 
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thinks that this so-called Vavaghosha may be identical with — |/ frc 
Kshatrapa Sivaghosha. B 

Now it is true that the coin of Vavaghosha was obtaineg | mg 
at Mathura, where Sivaghosha is known to have ruled as ą we 
Kshatrapa. But the two rulers cannot be identified. Itis true | we 


that in Kushana paleography a Sa can be mistaken for a vq on 
a blurred coin, the latter having no vertical. But the paleo. 
graphy of the coin of Vavaghosha is distinctly Asokan; va has 
got a long vertical in both the cases ; the same is the case with 


gha. The reading of each letter on the Plate referred to above A 
is distinct ; and there is no doubt whatsoever that the legend " 
reads Vavaghosa and not Sivaghosha. Palæography shows that i 
Vavaghosa must have ruled at least three hundred years before n 
Sivaghosha. The two cannot be therefore identified. dis 

The types are also different. On the obverse of this coin ahi 


of Sivaghosha, we have standing Lakshmi and Tree anda 1 Th 
circular legend ; on the coin of Vavaghosha, we have Svastika- ‘Ji 
and two blurred symbols and the legend in a straight line. Mn’ | as 
the reverse of the coin of Sivaghosha we have Horse to léft, and- 


on the reverse of the coin of Vavaghosha there is Bull Taurine w 
symbol and Tree within railing. rer 
Niether the clearly written legend, nor the paleography vai 
nor the type thus favours the view that Vavaghosa may be 

identical with the Kshatrapa Sivaghosha. | 
CHINESE COINS FROM TANJORE | tbi 
1 In Sino-India Studies, Vol. I part 1, there is an interesting Coi 
article by Dr. Bagchi on 20 Chinese coins discovered in Tanjore of 
district. in September, 1943. They are round in size with square iy 
holes in the centre, as is usually the case with Chinese coins. Vo 
Their weights vary from 7:640 to 1-86. grammes. The earliest ord 
of the coins belong to the reign of K'aiyuan (713-742 A. DJ; It 
but they are only three in number. The remaining coins belong Mr 
to the Song period and are of the 11th to the 13th,century. The coi 


importance of this hoard lies ; i 
ee es td lies in the fact that though the Chinese 


= y bee 
_.. There is a short article j | : 
C iu the J. B. 0. m. S., Sep.-Dec beg 
1944, oh the aboye Subject by Dr. K. K. Basu. “Rupees n 
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í from different mints, Dacca, Benares, Arcot, Farukkabad, etc. 
were current and as their weights were not uniform, bafta . vary- 
ing from 1.9 to 18.3 per cent -had to be given. Copper coins 


d were Madosie, Faloos, Neem Faloos and Pav Faloos and they 
à were equal to 160, 80, 40, and 20 cowries respectively. 

n BaAHAL (E. KHANDESH DISTRICT) HOARD OF SILVER 

- PUNCH-MARKED COINS. 

X In J. B. B. R. A. S, Vol. XX (New Series), 1944, Mr. 

th S, N. Chakravarti has published a short note on the above 

7 hoard. The hoard consisted of 685 coins, of which 106 were 

: thin and large, 352, thick and small and the rest were inter- 

s mediate in size. The coins have on the obverse five symbols and 


on the reverse one or two. The author points out that the 

| | discovery of thin and large pieces along with thick and large. 
n | ones shows that both the types were current simultaneously. 

The Sun and the Six-armed symbol figure on most of the coins 

‘in the. hoard. - We hope that the author will publish a more 

détailed paper on the entire hoard when it is properly cleansed, 

showing which of the classes represented iu the British Museum 

Catalogue or in the other well-known punch-marked hoards are 

represented in this hoard, and stating whether it includes any 

varieties, not so far known. 


| 

ANOTHER COIN OF KING SATAVAHNA. à 

In his paper on ‘A Coin of King Satavahana' published in 2 

this number, pp. 1-4, Prin. Mirashi has referred to a second n 

g coin of this ruler belonging to Mr. S.A. Joglekar, M.A., LL.B., 

e of Poona. This coin has been now published in the recent 4 
re number of the Bulletin of the Deccan College Research Institute, 
s. Vol. VI, pp. 141-2. Unfortunately the coin is illustrated on 
st ordinary paper and so all its details have not come out well. 
) It however appears fairly certain that itis of the same type as 
[4 r. Kaus’ coin published in Prin. Mirashi's paper. Mr. Kaus’ 
ie Coin is square, each side being. 8.” Mr. Joglekar’s coin is rectan- 
€ gular, its size being -8”x-6”. The weight of Mr. Kaus’ coin 
d 5 110 grains, that of Mr. Joglekar’s coin is 78 grains. Mr. 
d Joglekar’s coin being smaller shows only a small portion of 
ar the upper body of the elephant. It however shows the triangle- 
h faded banner more clearly. The legend on Mr. Joglekar’s 
A Coin is not transverse as on Mr. Kaus’ coin but almost semi- 


qcular. Messrs. Joglekar and Dikshit read the legend as 
‘rt Sadavaha(no), but the published facsimile of the coin, 
> ough blurred, shows immediately behind the elephant a clear 
% tollowed by the traces of another letter, which may have 
Sena fia. Ra cannot be taken to be the tail of the elephant, 
Cause it is thinner near his body and thicker at the other end. 
n Mr, Kaus’ coin, we have only traces of ha and no na at all; 
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in Mr. Joglekar’s coin ha is complete and distinct and there are 
faint traces of the na following. The legend Ratio Sadavahanagy 
may be therefore taken to be an absolute certainty. Both the 
coins show identical paleographical peculiarities ; the va of both 
has a round base; da has an absolutely identical shape and ig 
open to right : and the vertical of sa is shortened, being almost 
of the same height as the limb on the right. Mr. Kaus’ coin 


does not enable us to infer the height of the vertical of ha; but tH 
Mr. Joglekars coin makes it clear that the left vertical of ha D 
was not higher than its right limb. gl 
As far as the symbols are concerned, the peculiar symbol D 

m 


before the elephant is just visible on Mr. Joglekar's coin. The 
facsimile being indistinct, it is difficult to state whether the 
reverse of Mr. Joglekar’s coin had a nandipada symbol or not; 
between the arms of its Ujjain symbol, there are traces of 
symbols similar to those on Mr. Kaus' con. 


It is thus clear that both the coins are identical in type and ^ 
show that there was a king named Sadavahana or Satavaharí, 
and that he had issued coins. 2 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
` THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA, 


1945 


The Annual meeting of the Society for 1945 was held at 
the Government Museum Theatre, Madras, on the 31st 
December, 1945 and the Ist January, 1946 under the President- 
ship of Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, M.A., F.R.A.S.B. (Retired 
Director General of Archeology in India). The following 
members attended the meeting : 


Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit (President). 
Dr. P. M. Joshi, Bombay. 
Mr. E. P. Janzen, Bangalore. 
Rao Bahadur S. T. S. Gopalachari, Madras. 
'The Curator, Patna Museum, Patna. 
Ms 5 Peshawar Museum, Peshawar. 
The Director of Archaeology, Gwalior State. 
The Superintendent, Archzological Department, 
Jodhpur. 

'The Curator, State Museum, Pudukkottai. 

The State Archzeologist, Mayurbhanj State, 
Baripads. 

'The Curator, Indore Museum, Indore. 

Mr. R. G. Gyani (Hon. Secy.). 

C. R. Singhal, Bombay (Asstt. Secretary and 

Treasurer). 


” 


The Secretary placed for approval the names of the 
following members who joined the Society during the year 1945. 


Major M. K. Raghubir Singh of Sitamau State. 
Mr. K. C. Govel, Ex. Engineer, New Delhi. 
Capt. C. R. Dotiwala. 
Mr. P. J. Chinmulgund, I. C. S., Poona, 
Dr. S. K. Banerji of Lucknow. 
Mr. E. C. Fairhead of Cannanore. 

» Mahabir Singh Gahlot of Jodhpur. 
Lt. Col. H. J. M. Hopkin of Jubbulpore. 
Mr. E. P. Janzen of Bangalore. 

„ P. M. Pillai of Salem. 
F. E. Kummer of Calcutta. 
», Pradyuman of Chaklala. 
The State Archaeologist, Rajpipla State. 
Mr. R. C. Pandit of Patna. 

» Gangaram Samrat of Sann, 


1. Resolved that the above admissions be approved. 
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The audited accounts of the Society for the year 1945 


; -7 of this number, were then placed befor 
Ra the “Hon. Treasurer, which Bean that the 
position of the Society was financially sound. 

2. Resolved that the statement of accounts for the year 
1945 be adopted and the Hon. Treasurer be thanked for his 
good work in raising the financial status of the Society and for 
improving the condition of books in the Taylor Library. 

3, The following members were elected as admitted from 
the commencement of the year 1946 :— 

1. Mr. Pattabiramin, of Pondicherry. 
2. .,, K. C. Panigrahi, M.A., Lecturer in History, 
Sambalpur College, Sambalpur (Orissa). 

The Treasurer then informed that the members below 

were in arrears for more than three years and had not paid their 


dues in spite of repeated reminders. He added that according AJ a 


to the rules their names had to be deleted. 


1. Mr. Jas. A. Connolly of Firozpur. : r 
2. „» G. M. Kodolikar of Bombay. 

3. Dr. U. N. Ghoshal of Calcutta. 

4. Mr. A. Master, I.C.S., England. 

5. Mr. R. R. Sethi of Lahore. 


4. Resolved that one more and final reminder be sent by 
registered post to these members and if they do not send in 
their dues within a reasonable period, their names may be 
deleted from the list of members of the Society. 


The Hon. Treasurer pointed out that the Central Bank of 
India charges Rs. 6j- per annum as ‘Incidental charges’ on 
balances below Rs. one thousand in the Current AJC., and that 


the Bank of India and the Imperial Bank of Bombay do not 
charge any such fee. 


5. Resolved that the CJA of the Society b 
e ¢ransferred to 
some other suitable Bank in Bombay and os the Meus be 
operated by Messrs. R. G. Gyani and C. R. Singhal, jointly or 


severally, in their capacity of Secretar i >] 
7 ar 
& Treasurer respectively. : PX E T 


Specimen copies. of Dr. Birbal S i’ i 

I es. of Dr. ahani’s Memoir on “The 

gees of casting coins in Ancient India”, printed by the 
T h y; was placed on the table and the members were informed 

ot the expenditure incurred on that account. 


6. Resolved that consideri nt 
Ba ced ing the heavy amount spent 0? 
the publication it should be priced at Rs. 10]. The same should 


however, be Supplied to the existing members at a concession 
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s | rate of Rs. 2|- per copy (Postage and packing extra). To those 
Y who join the Society in 1946 a discount of 50€ be allowed. 
£ Considered the proposal of publishing a Bibiliography of 
| Indian coins with copious notes by Mr. C. R. Singhal and the 
x | rate of remuneration to be given to him. 


7. Resolved that Mr. Singhal be entrusted with the work 
| of preparing a Bibliography on the lines discussed at the meeting 
| and that a remuneration of Rs 2/8- per printed page of the 
n | book be given to him for the work. 


Considered the letter of Dr. V. S. Agrawala regarding 
the publication of Mr. C. D. Chatterji’s paper on “Numismatic 
data in the Pali Literature" as a memoir of the Society. 


8. Resolved that asthe paper is already published some 
time back elsewhere and the author proposes to revise and 
| enlarge it for the Memoir Series, a Committee consisting of Rao 
| Bahadur K.N. Dikshit, Dr. V.S. Agrawala, and Dr. A.S. 
Aitekar be appointed to go through the manuscript when ready, 
‘and decide whether to publish it as a memoir or a paper in the 
Journal. Mr. Chatterji should be requested to revise his paper 
and bring it up to date and send the manuscript to the Hon. 
Secretary as soon as it is ready. 


Considered Dr. Altekar's proposal of publishing a critical, 
up-to-date and comprehensive work on Indian Numismatics in 
4 volumes by the Society in view of the difficulty involved in 
consulting various catalogues and journals, often unavailable. 


9. Resolved that the proposal be approved, but the 
Volumes should be two instead of four. Dr. Altekar be requst- 
ed to prepare the first volume on Ancient and Early Mediaeval 
coins up to 1200 A. D. The preparation of the second volume 
be entrusted to Dr. P.M. Joshi. 


Considered the desirability or otherwise of continuing to 
bear the cost of preparing good photographs of coins to 
|. be published in the Journal in view of the remuneration that is 
| ~ being paid to the contributors. 


10. Resolved that the policy be continued to ensure 
. | . 800d and uniform illustrations. The Society may help the 

| Contributors by photographing or by taking out casts or rubbings, 
free of charge for them, if they submit the coins discussed in their 
Papers to the Secretary for supplying well arranged plates, 


Subject to the acceptance of their papers and illustrations by 
the Chief Editor. 


Considered Dr. A. S. Altekar’s letter asking to be relieved 


the Editorship and for some clerical expenses for the 
past year. ad 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


p——OÓÓÓ— — 


N 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 
i10: JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 


11. Resolved that as the Society cannot afford to forgo | 


services of Dr. Altekar in maintaining the present 
te of the Journal, he should be requested to 2 
continue for at least a year more. The Society places on x 
record its grateful thanks for his sincere work. T 

It was also decided that Rs. 40/- should be sent to him to m 
cover clerical charges for 1945 and that an amount of Rs. 100]. im 
be sanctioned for the Editor’s office expenses for 1946. 

12. Considered Dr. Agrawala’s suggestion contained in Ti 
his letter to institute two more medals called the Samudragupta pr 
and Jahangir Medals in addition to the existing Nelson Wright th 
Medal... These Medals be awarded to the works of outstanding 
merit in Ancient, Mediæval and Modern Numismatics respecti- T 
vely. After some discussion it was resolved that the proposal 
bé put off for the present. i n 

The meeting then considered the election of the Managing 
Committee. and office-bearers for the year 1946. Pe R 

13. It was unanimously resolved that the Managiig T 
Committee for the year 1946 be constituted as under :-— : Bi 
President: Rao Bahadur K N. Dikshit, Poona. ; Hi 
Vice-President : Rai Bahadur Prayag Dayal, Lucknow. Bi 
Secretary : Mr. R. G. Gyani, Bombay. í 
Asstt. Secy. & his 

Treasurer: Mr. C. R. Singhal, Bombay. Ge 
Chief-Editor : Dr. A. S. Altekar, Benares. the 
N Assdciate „ — : (1) Dr. V. S. Agrawala, New Delhi. al 
(2) Mr. S. A. Shere, Patna. the 
Members i. |), (D Dr. P.M. Joshi, Bombay: 
ls (2 „ M. H. Krishna, Mysore. th 
(3) Mr. S. V. Sohoni, Cuttuck. th, 
(4) The Curator, Peshawar Museum, Peshawar. Gi 


(5) The State Archæologist, Mayurbhanj 
State, Baripada. i 


(6) The Supdt., Arch. Dept., Jodhpur. 


Considered the award f Society’s M E 
work during the year 1945. Sais iMedala fon- Namism 
| 14. Resolved that the Society's Nelson Wright Medal be , 


awarded to Dr, A. S. Alt à i 1 e 
during the year 1945," for his Numismatic researc 


Considered ways and i i 
; à : means of stopping coins from going 
tó the melting pot in View of the dearness of metals. 


15. Resolved that al] Provincial Governments and In diet 


‘States be requested t à OMA 
the melting a ae © keep a check on the official sanction 


gold, silver, or copper coins. Steps should be 
taken to get the Collections examined by experts with a view t? 
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find out that no coins of numismatic importance are melted 
down. The Society will find its way to purchase all such coins 


9 of numismatic importance at reasonable rates and make them 
n available to the members of the Society or coin collectors. 

The Secretary be authorized to take practical steps in the 
0 matter and invest a reasonable amount if necessary in saving 
|- important coins from going to the melting pot. 

Lists of coins collected this way and lists of spare Treasure 
ü Trove coins remaining back after distribution in various 
ü provinces may also be obtained and published in the Journal of 
it the Society for the information of members. 

8 The second sitting was held on the 1st January 1946 at 
| 11 A.M. in the Museum Theatre. 

16. Atthe outset, Rao Bahadur Dikshit read his Presi- 
| dential Address which will be printed in the next number. 
EE 17. Mr. R. G. Gyani, Curator, Prince of Walio MACEN 
:] ' "Bombay, showed some silver larins from the Ratnagiri hoard of 


Treasure Trove coins and explained the peculiarity of the 
Bijapur and Persian larins issued from the mints of Dabul, Lar, 
Hormuz, etc. in the names of the Adil Shahi kings of 
Bijapur and Shahs of Persia respectively. 


i 18. Mr. D. B. Diskalkar, Curator, Indore Museum, read 
| his notes on the Indore State currency and a new type of the 

(| Gadhaiya coins. In the later, instead of the Sasanian type of 
| the Fire Altar and attendants, a fight between horsemen and 
| soldiers is depicted, which according to the author, represents 
| the Malava king Yashodharman defeating the Hünas. 


19. Mr. S. A. Shere, Curator, Patna Museum, reported 

the find of one hundred and thirty copper coins unearthed in 

; |; the jungle of Kositnar, Police Station Bangabad, Sub-Division, 
j | Giridih, District Hazaribagh, on the 17th July 1945. He 
| ‘Showed five specimens of this lot which were rudely cast and 

| quite untrimined. These were of the type of the Puri Kushan 
7|». Coins published in the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research 


| Society for 1919. 
e | _. Because of the untrimmed condition Mr. Shere was of 
s | Pinion that they were crude imitations of Kushan coins and 


Probably belonged to c. 4th Century A.D. 


T X Considered the venue of the next Annual Meeting of the 
] Society. 

it^ 20. Resolved that the next meeting may be held at Patna 

an invitation from the Patna University is received within 

Qo months. Otherwise arrangements may be made to have 

BÉ meeting at Benares with the co-operation of the Curator, 

arat Kalabhavan Museum, Benares. 


oO vov 
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21. Resolved that the Society places on record its gratefu] | 
thanks to the authorities of the Government Museum, Madras, 
for inviting the Society to hold its annual deliberations in the 
Museum Theatre and for extending the co-operation of the 


Museum staff. 
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RULES FOR THE TAYLOR LIBRARY. 


1. Books are available for the use of all members residing 
in India. 

2. Borrowers will pay the carriage both on the issue and 
return of books. 

3. No books may be retained for more than one month 
| st a time without the written authorization of the Officer 
| in charge. 

4. Books may not be transferred from one member to 
another or lent to a non-member. 


5. Not more than two books can be issued at a time. 


| 6. In case of valuable books a deposit of Rs. 20][- is 
|, required. from members other than Museums and Government 
"Ipstitutions. 


; | . 7.> The books can be obtained from Mr. C. R. Singhal of 
. Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. ; 


RULES OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA.. 


l 1. The object of the Numismatic Society of India is to 

promote the study of the monetary issues and medals of India 
by the publication of documents and papers relating to Indian 
coins and medals, the encouragement of the collection and 
preservation of old coins and the advancement of historical 
research. The Society is intended to be the central co-ordinating 
body which will promote the knowledge and guide the study 
of Indian Numismatics. 


2. The Society shall consist of Patrons, Benefactors, Life 
Members and ordinary Members. The Managing Committee 
| ‘Shall be formed of the office-bearers of the Society, viz. 
Jj. (l) The President, (2) The Vice-President, (3) Chief Editor 
Eo with one or more Associate Editors, (4) The Secretary, (5) The 
Assistant Secretary and Treasurer and (6-11) six members. The 
Officers and other members of the Committee shall be elected 
for each year at the Annual Meeting for the preceding year. 
| Vacancies occuring during the year shall be filled in by the 
anaging Committee. 


___ 3. (a) Persons interested in Numismatics, who study the 
. Toms for the sake of knowledge or who collect them for pur- 
Som of study and research, are eligible for membership of the 
Society, They shall be proposed and seconded by two 
_ Members. Such proposals shall be approved by the Managing 


———— 
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1 
Committee, provided the candidates are not regular dealers in ~ | ta 
coins or being dealers have given an undertaking that they will N n 
not deal in coins in future. P 
(b) The Secretary and the Assistant Secretary are M 
authorised to enrol members without obtaining the approval of de 
the Managing Committee in individual cases, provided their — '| þr 
names are circulated to the Managing Committee for final | re 
approval at the expiry of six months. 
4, (a) The annual subscription will be six rupees, with a | 
quinquennial composition subscription of Rs. 25 for residents in j at 
India and 8 shillings with a quinquennial composition subscrip- I. 


tion of 2 pounds for residents abroad. Patrons will be those 
who pay Rs. 500 or more; benefactors will be those who pay 
more than Rs. 200 and less thau Rs. 500 ; and life members will 
be those who pay Rs.100 or more. Members elected after 
the Ist October in any year will not be liable to pay any 
subscription for that year. A 

(b) Life membership is open only to an individual persez 
and no institution can be enrolled as a Life member'of the 
Society. 

5. Allsubscriptions are due on election, and thereafter 
in advance on the Ist January of each year. 


, 6. (a) A member at any time may resign his membership hy 
notice in writing; such resignation shall take effect from the 
date on which it reaches the Secretary. 


(b) Members who resign after being in arrears cannot be 
re-enrolled as members of the Society, unless and until they pay 
off their previous dues. 


7. (a) Any member whose subscription remains unpaid on 
the Ist July of the year in which it is due shall be reminded of his 
default by the Treasurer, and if his subscription is still unpaid 
» the date ot the next annual meeting, he shall cease to receive 
the Society's publications, and shall, if the Committee 59 . 

etermine, cease to.be a member of the Society. P 


(b The names of the members who h id their 
subscription for three El cn e uu ra fter 
coe ic UN ees or more may be struck off & 

8. The- administration of jety' i b 

: : the Society's affairs shall be 
i D the Managing Committee which shall have power to 
ci : all matters not provided for by the Rules. 
MOMemb : ; E 
de SE ers shall be entitled to receive all the publication? 


10. Owing to the wid. : 
: ; ely scattered residences of Members 
the holding of ordinary meetings except under special circums: 
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“ances is impracticable. An annual meeting shall be held at or 
about the end of each calendar year (a) to receive and consider 
the Reports of the officers of the Society, and to pass the 
accounts, (b) to appoint officé-bearers and members of the 
Managing Committee for the ensuing year, (c) to discuss and 
decide any proposals and recommendations which may be 
brought before the annual meeting, and (d) to read and discuss 
research papers on numismatics and history. 


11. No amendment of these Rules shall take effect 
unless it has been approved by the Committee and voted by 
at least three fourth of the number of the members present at 
au annual meeting of the Society. 
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‘List of the Members of the Society. 


Patron: 


Pedhica) M ; ri Bhupalsinghji 
. H. The Maharajadbiraj Maharana E p ghj 
n Bahadur, G.C.S.I., Maharana of Udaipur (Mewar). 


Life Members : 
. V., 384, Lamington Road, Bombay 4. 
pee nes, Beenie Engineer, Coal Mines, Welfare 
Division, C.P.W.D., Dhanbad (Bengal). 
Law, B. C., Dr. M.A., Ph. D., 43, Kailas Bose, Street, Calcutta, 
Nahar, B.S., B.A., 48, Indian Mirror Street, Calcutta. 
Patel, I. B., B.A., LL.B., Laxmi Nivas, Vachhagandhi Road, 
Bombay 7. 


Powills, Michael, A, 9645, South Leavitt Street, Chicago 43, 


Illinois (U. S. A.). 
Raghubir Singh, Major, M.K., Raghubir Niwas, Sitamau (C. 1,). 
Sahni, Dr. Birbal, Lucknow University, Lucknow. 
Zoubor Paul Bolschay Alexeieleskaya, Moscow, Russia. 


Original Members : 


Burn, Sir Richard, Kt., C.s.r, r.C.s. (Retd.), F.R.A.S.B., 9, 
Staverton Road, Oxford. 


Whitehead R.B., r.c.s., F.R.A S.B., Millington Road, Cambridge; 
England. f 


Ordinary Members : 
1922. Acharya, G. V., B. A., Harsha Sadan, Ganesh Falia. 
Junagadh. 
ae oo Jai Krishna, Canning College Office, Lucknow. 
E EG VS, Dr., Supdt. C.A.A. Museum, New Delhi. 
1931 Tie J. M.a., British Museum, London, W. C. 
ekar, A.S., M.A., LL.B., D. LITT, Professor of Ancient 


ep Indian History & Culture, Benares Hindu University: _ 
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KRISHNA & Co., NUMISMATISTS, j 
Chowk, Lucknow, India. 


‘Gold Coins. 


ANN b` 


» 


S 
i ND" 
Nol. Ful Name “Samudra-gupta” in We eC 
vertical lines. 


(Scarce) Good condition pes -.. Rs. 165][- 
Chandra-gupta II, Archer Type. B.M.C. Pl. VII 
No. 8 sha ise oe 32539935] 
Chandra-gupta II, Horseman Type. B.M.C. Pl. 
X No. 5. Condition good Pos see 9»  150[- 
Kumara-gupta I Archer Type. B.M.C. Pl. XII 
No. 9. Very rare. Full name “Kumara” outside 


the bowstring. Condition good... ve 35  2295[- 
Kumára-gupta I, Horseman Type. B.M.C. Pl. 
XIII No. 3 Fine and good coin... «+ yy 150)- 
Ahmad Shah, Mohar, Mint Islamabad, date 1161 
Ahad. Fine h , 125[- 


Farrukhsiyar Mohar, Mint Muazamabad. P.M.C. i 
Pl. XIII. No. 2138. Date 112 X-5. Rare Mint ... ,, 135[. 
Alamgir II. Mint Shahjahanabad Date Ahad ... .- 
Muhammad Shah. Mint Islamabad. Date 1115- 

15. I.M.C. Pl. XVI No. 1842. Fine. ome T25/- 
Qutbu-d-din Mubarak (Khalji) A.H. 716-720) Sq. - — 
Mohar. Delhi M. Cat. 368. (Very fine & Rare) e»  300[- 


Silver Coins. 


Bent bar Type Silver Punch-marked „Coins  . 
(Satamana) Each et. 


25 different silver Punch-marked coins of general * 
type, Taxila Variety, for e a 6282 P 
Kumara-gupta Silver coins each one jc 5l- VENE: 
Skanda-gupta Silver coins each .., TE cer SIE 
Valabhisilver coins each - - HR. gee 33r 


al 


A list of silver Moghal coins will be suppliec 
free on application. ... bes do 


Indian coins. 
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Krishna & Co., Chowk, | — =< 
Lucknow, India, /——  — 
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GOVIND RAM AND SONS, 


Numismatists and Antiquarian. 


We have a large stock of genuine Indo-Greek, 
Bactrian, Indo-Parthian, Indo-Scythian, Kushana 
and Gupta coins in gold, silver and copper and in 
numerous varieties. We have also a stock of sculp- 
tures and other antiquities. We shall be glad to sell 
them at reasonable prices to coin collectors, 
Museums and Universities. 


We also purchase genuine old coins of all < 
varieties and dynasties. f 


A trial is solicited. 


Govind Ram and Sons, 
Numismatist, 
F/637, Lundi Bazar. Rawalpindi, India. 


a 
WANTED GOLD GUPTA COINS 

is WANTED Gupta Gold Coins of rarer varieties 
E - . . in good condition. Quote reasonable prices with 
plaster casts to Mr. A, c/o Chief Editor, Journal of 


the Numismatic. Society of India, New D2, Bonares - 
Hindu University. E 


g 
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| | THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA. 


The aim of the Numismatic Society of India is to encourage 
the study and research in the field of Indian Numismatics. As 
stated in its rules, the Society is intended to be a co-ordinating 
body, which will promote the knowledge and facilitate the study 
of Indian Numismatics. } 


The Society publishes its Journal in two parts, the first part 
at the end of June and the second at the end of December. 
Each issue contains on an average sixty pages and four plates. 
The Journal is distributed free to members. The Society also 
publishes occasional monographs on special subjects. It holds 
meetings at which papers are read and discussed and coins are 
exhibited, and also offers gold and silver medals and prizes to 
encourage research. 


The annual subscription, Rs. 6[-, becomes due on the 
election of a member and thereafter is payable in advance on the 
^ ‘© dst January of each year to the Treasurer of the Society, Prince 

į vf Wales Meseum, Bombay. Life members pay Rs. 100[- or 

f more. s : 


| All papers for the Journal, together with the necessary je pe ENSIS 
| photographs, drawings, etc., should be sent to Dr. A. S. gee : 2) 
| Altekar, Chief Editor, P. O. Benares Hindu University. It d APER VS 
| is particularly requested that authors will kindly prepare and RARE E Y 
| revise their typescript very carefully, so that correctionsin proofs : 
| may be reduced toa minimum. If there are any diagrams, — 
— | symbols or drawings incorporated in the text of the article, - 
} they should also be drawn on a separate piece of paper, so that 
it can be sent to the block maker. Authors. should take 
, | Particular care to see that the numbers of the coins, as given in 
f the plate, correspond to the numbers of the coins as "given i 
| the body of the paper. ; D 2 


While transliterating, the following system should 
followed ; @ri; En; Ach, 3 chh, TA, "Ln, T $, Ish 


AS de fiche ph, ich giigis@ibezte; 
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 


Memoir No. III of the Numismatic Society of 
India on “The Technique of Casting Coins in Ancient 
India” by Dr. Birbal Sahni is out. It is priced at 
Rs. 10/- but the concessional price of this book hag 
been fixed at Rs. 2/-, excluding the postal charges, to 
the old members and Rs. 5/- to those who join the 
Society after 1945. Those members who desire 
to buy their copies are requested to send the 
amount of the price and postage 12 as. by M. O. 
to the address of the Treasurer of the Society, . 
Ojo Prince of Wales Museum. Bombay, who will 
arrange to despatch copies of the Memoir to their 
address. A copy will also be sent by V. P. P., in 
case it is so desired 


The Publication Programme of the Journal 


I very much regret that, as announced in the last number, — 
itdid not become possible to bring out the present Hodiwala 
Commemoration Velume in February 1946 ; it is being issued 
nearly four months later. Abnormal press troubles in Benares 


. are partly responsible for this delay ; it was also due to the 
. necessity of sending most of the proofs of the thirty different 
- papers included in the present volume to their different authors, 


z - scattered all over India. Some of the block-makers also made 


- abnormal delay in preparing the blocks. 


Prospective contributors are hereby informed that papers 


received till the end of July 1946 can be included" in the next 


number of the Journal, which we hope to publish by the end of 


‘October 1946 at the latest. The following are some of the 
i Terorfent papers that will be included in the number. 
a S. Altekar : New and important Coins from Kausambi.- 


et Some rare Indo-Greek Coins. f 
; _ Some rare Indo-Scythian and. Indo-Parthian 

Lm E SAZ Reni 

_ {new Variety of Punch:marked Coins. 

A Kosala Hoard of Punch marked Coins. 

Presidential Address, 1945, ` 

Coins from Kaugambi. - 
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